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PREFACE, 


Dpening the true Nature and Reas 
IF of 4 Saving-Faith. EL 


Here IS no Man that ever 
heard the Goſpel, and hath 
EO : ſuch a care of his everlaſt« 
Ki!  *_ © ing State, as beſeemeth a 

4 reaſonable Creature, but muſt needs per- 5 
ceive of how great weight it 15, to be G3 
well aſſured of the truth of thoſe ſuperna«- "MF 
tural Revelations delivered-to usin the Sa- 
cred Scriptures. Much may be known 
by the well ſtudied Book of Nature : But 
not enough'to quiet themind of Man, by 3 
aſſured hopes * future. Happineſs, and A 
the way-thereto : And therefore almoſt all . = 
the Heatheriand Infidel World; havetheir 
Augures or Prophets on whom they de- 
pend, as Conſcious of the neceſiity of 
more than common natural Light : Be- 
fides that, it requireth greater helps and 
longer ſtudies, to underſtand the Book of 
Nature, than the generality of Mankind - 
6 can uſe; whereas God by ' his word hath 4 
Y | A. -*- - made "208 
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made all. neceſſa 
Children in a ſhort time, may grow wiſer 
thin the Philoſophers. . , + - 
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ry truth fo plain, 


 &. 2. No wonder then if it be the great 


work of the Prince of Darkneſs, the Ene- 


my of God and Man,to deprive the World 
of the benefit of the Sacred Sacriptures ; 
which he doth, Firſt, By keeping moſt of 
the Earth from knowing 2r, & want of 


'Teachers, moſtly kept out by the Perſe- 


cution of Tyrants and Idolatrous Prieſts. 
Secondly, By. keeping thoſe that hear it 
from believing it. Thirdly, By keeping 
thoſe that believe it from the right under- 


ſtanding of it. Fourthly, By keeping 


thoſe that partly underſtand'it, from a (e- 
rious confidering what they underſtand. 
Fitthly, By keeping Men from a willin 
obedience to what they know and thin 
of. - 

\. 3. Among profeſſed Chriſtians it is 
the want of a ſound Belzef, which is the 
great cauſe of all Ungodlineſs and Miſe- 
ry. And no wonder : For it is an high 
and excellent work to live on the joytul 


| belief and hope of an unſeen everlaſting 
Life. And in this dark State, believing 


muſt conquer many difficulties, which 
Nothful Men will rather yield to, than 
duely ſtrive to overcome. & 4. Furſt, 
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& 4. Firſt, We have contracted fo in- 
ordinate a Love to this kind of life in 
Fleſh;that corrupt Nature is loth to think ' 
of any other, becauſe it would not part 
with this. And when Men are conviriced 
only of a neceſſity of looking forward 
beyond the Grave, this changeth not their 
love; but ſtill 'an unwilling backward 
heart receiveth the notices ot the Life to 
come, but as unpleaſant Phyſick, which 
nothing but meer necetiity will get down : 
And how ill a Receiver an unwilling mind 
is, experience telleth all rhe World. Yea 
ſo backward and ſenizlels is depraved Na- 
ture, that even this zeceſ/ity 1s ſeldom fſe- 
riouſly con!:dered, till the Sentence of. 
Death awaken the Soul; and are Men 
then fit to begin fo hard a ſtudy, as muſt 
ſhew them the certainty of the Goſpel, 
and the Life to come; and to get Faith 
 Whenthey muſt v/e it. 
& 5: Secondly, And (I write it as ne- 
_ ceſlitated, and with Lamentation, ) it is 
not all Mens Lot to have Teachers that 
ſhew them the right way, even of foutd« 
ing their Belief, and difcerning tle cer- 
' tainty of the Goſpel, and the Immortali- 
ty of Souls. If T ſhould tetl you how 
many Pariſhes that have Weekly Sermans, 
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| a 'T The e Pfu "IF 
in which Faith, and Chriſtianity; Ind Ft 


eaven, are mentioned, have Teacher 


that cannot confute an Infidel or Saddu» 
cce, or teach Menclearly how to. be fure, 


that their Faith -and Hope are not meer 


'Errour, and tft cannot tell which way 
well to; prove the truth of their profett 
| Religion, ſome "would" be. offended ar it, 
that are not offetided at their own'fad de- 


fet, who are ignorant of {6 needfula PRE 
tian 


ſhould be taught. 
8 6. Sad numerous inſtances are too 


clear a proof. 


Firſt, It is become ſo great 2 controver- 


he, whether Faith have any Evidence or 


not, and whether We.can certainly 7 ahh 
the Goſpel to be true, or rather muſt me- 
rit the more by believin g it without proof, 
that the Papiſts are together by the Ears 
about it ; and thoſe Proteſtants that hat- 
dle it, differ among themſelves. But the 
molt keep their peace by not daring to de- 
cide it. And how can thoſe Teachers ſhew 


' the people the aſcertaining Evidence and 
Proof, who hold that there 1s none to be 
ſhewn. The objects of Faith are not evi- 


dent to Senſe, (not ſeen, not taſted, Gc.) 


but the truth of the Revelation hath aſcer- 
taining; 
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gf *.. And nothing ig \provable 
ginger: ible Evidence, 

l Nl Sidly,. Che Whole Papal Church als 

1 wall holds, That the method of believirig 

i the Goſpel, * i5ro believe it on the Autho» 

- rift, of 4s Church's propoſal, or affirma- 

\ tion: | As if Men muſt believe that Chriſt 

#- hath 2 Church, and that it is thus Autho- 

© 41ed, before they believe that he is the 

F Chriſt, and hath Authority himſelf, or 

any Law that gives Authority. A mul. 

1 titude of impotiibles are here ſuppoſed, be- 
| fore Man canbe a true believer, ( which 
Thave fully maniteſted elſewhere. ) 

Thirdly, Some that ſee how unable the | 
yulgar and unlearned are,,. to, manage''a 
matter of fuch weight. ind difficulty, and 
fearing leaſt a tryal of their Faith againſt 
hard objections, thould but overturn it, 

erſwade the weak.only to believe, and 
not to doubt, but not to ask, why? nor 
to ſearch for Reaſors for their Faith ; ; leaſt 
diſputing the' caſe, and bearing objections 
which they cannot anſwer, ſhould make 
them Infidels, or crack their Brains. 
 Fourthly, Some tell them that it is only 
the inward witneſs of the Spirit. in them» 

Telves that can affare them that the Scrip- 

\ THr6s argc the word of God, Not telling : 
A 2 od them 
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them well what that Teſtimony i Is, nov 
how. thoſe that yet hear it nor ſhall be 
convinced of unbelief. 

Fifthly, Some by overdoing, rell1 usthatthe 
Scripture ſo ſhineth, propria Luce, and con- 
teineth its own evidence of Divinity fe) 
clearly, that a Man that doth bur read it 
though he found it by the high-way, and 
never before heard of #, may there fee 
ſufficient evidence that it" is all of God. 

Sixthly, Some by greater overdoing, 
diſtinguiſh not the Xjenrials of Religion, 
from the Integrals or Accidents, nor the 
words from the marter, nor the Law and 
Goſpel from the ſubordmate parts of the 
Bible, in point of evidence and meceſſity. 
and ſo would tempt Men to think, that 
if any ſentence in our Bibles, tranſlation 
or or:ginal ke miſtaken, we can have no 
certainty of the truth of any of the reſt. 

' Seventhly, And theſe by overdoing 
would perſwade us that every word in 
the Bible is as much Divine as the Deca- 
Jogue, or Lords Prayer, and hath nothing 
in it of humane imperfe&tion' in ſtile or 
order ; but is all ſuch, as God himſelf 
would have written, if he had made'no 
uſe of Man. 

Eighthly, And ſome are fo afraid of Pox 
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pery, and the name of ( 7radition and the” 
Teſtimony of the Church,:) that they difable' 
their own Faith by rejecting the neceſha- 
ry uſe of Tradition, and the Churches 
Teſtimony , not being able juſtly to di- 
ſtinguiſh. © | 

Ninthly, And too many diſtinguiſh not 
Hiſtorical Evidence from the Churches pres . 
tended Authoritative determination. 

Tenthly, And ſome cannot tell » what 
Hiftorical Evidence is alſo Phyfical, and 
What maketh it ſo, as diftering from Mo- 

ral uncertain Teſtimony. 

And if - Teachers of the- Foundation 
nave all theſe groſs defe&ts and more, 4s 
it any wonder it unſtudied Lay-men are 
here puzled in the dark. 

&. 7. T am not now to writea Treatiſe 
to tell Men the true method of Preach- 
ing Faith : I have done that elſewhere, 
eſpecially in {[ The Reaſons of Chriſtian 
. Religion,) | The unreaſonableneſs of Tufideli- 

ty, ] { The Life of Faith, ) and a ſmall 

Book called | The certainty of Chriſtianity 
without Popery. ) But I ſhall here give the 
unfurniſhed Reader a few neceſlary Di- 
{tinctions and Concluſions. | T- 

$ 8. Concluſion 1. Divine Faith is a ſort 
of knowleds with Truſt to the credit of 
A4  -God 


"7 he. Prefs 


| God revealing, and therefore muſt have 
evidence, r. That it is the word of God 
that is propoſed. 2. And that God doth 
not lie or deceive Us. 

Concluſ... I. It 1s the mMargfer fenifed 
which is the prime neceſſary object of our 
Faith : and the words only, as the vehicle 
or ſigns of the matter. 

Concluf. TIT. No one particular word in 
the Bibleg-or the World is of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to be known ; but another may 
ſerve that hath the fame fignification. If 


any word were abſolutely neceſſary to be * 
known, if it be Exg/iſh, none, could be 


faved but Engliſh-men : if Greek or He: 
brew, none could be faved but Grecians or 
HTebricians, QC. 
 Concluſ. IV. The Goſpel is not thoſe 
Jame words that Chriſt ſpake, but a Tran 
flation of them. Its: ſuppoſed that he 
= in the Language then uſed by the 
ews, Which was a mixture of Chaldee 
and Syriack ; but the Goſpel 1s written in 


Greek, ſo that our Original thereof is but 


2 Divine Tranſlation of Chriſts words. 
Coneluf. Y. Chriſt promiſed and gave 
his Spirit to his Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
#0 bring all things that he had taught them ta 


their remembrance, and to lead them into 
all 
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 The- Preface. | 
all truth, and teach them what ts ſay, . ſa 


far as to perform their Commiſſion, To. 


Diſciple the Nations, Baptizing them in the 


' name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


Teaching them to obſerve all things that he 
bad Commanded them. And thus far they 
were infallible, {BEE | 

Concluſ. VI. The words therefore of the 
ſeveral writers are ſo far Divine, as to be 
the true and certain ſtgnifiers or expreſſt- 
ons of fo much of Chriſts Lifc and No- 
Erine, as he ſaw needful for the ufe of 
Man, to the end of the World tobe made 


.Conclaſe VIT, But all the Goſpel writers 


recite not the ſame matter juſt in the ſame 


words, nor in the ſame Order , nor in the 


ſame Stile ; And as all humane Language 


favoureth of humane imperfe&tion, and 
the faculties of Men are not all of one 
degres of ſtrength, and cuſtome varyeth 
wiſe Mens Stile ; fo the Apoſtles were but 
Men, and the very Words, Szile and Or- 
der of their writing had the effef&s. of 
ſinleſs humane impertection, and were 
not ſuch as that God himſelf could not 


have done it better ; But its all of God, 
85 ſuitedto its proper uſe, . 


Concluf. YIIF, 


—_ 


The Preface. | 
Concluſ, VITT., The Goſpel was God's 
word Preached by them , before they 
wrote it : Eight Years before St. Matthew 
wrote, and about-Sixty Seven, or Sixty 
Eight Years before St. John wrote the 
Goſpel : And it is not to be imagined, that 
in their Preaching they ſpake juſtall the 
fame words which they wrote, and no 
Concluſ. TX. All the Miracles that were 
then wrought, were firſt to' confirm the 
Goſpel as Preached before the Books were 
written. 00 -:- += "oi nated 
Concluſ. X. But God knowing that the 
Apoſtles muſt die, and the Goſpel muſt 
be infallibly delivered to the end of the 
World, inſpired them to write,” not only 
the Eſſentials, but all that was neceſſary 
for the World to know in all Generations, 
and leave it as the Sacred Record of his 
redeeming Work, his DoQrine, and his 
univerſal Law, written infallibly by the 
Spirit of Jeſus which he fent as his Agent 
for that work ; ſo that the ſame Miracles 
which confirmed their words, are now 
equally a Seal of the Divine Authority of 
their writings. | | 
Concluſ. XI. All the words in the Goſpel 
are not Eſſential to Chriſtianity, nor of 
. equal 


The Preface. 
equal neceſſity to be explicitely known, 
the DoQrine of Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper, with the Ceca!ogue and Lords 
Prayer, contain all the Eilentials of Chri- 
ſianity truly underſ.ood ; which Do©@rine 
of Baptiſm the Church ever expounded in 
a . few. plain Articies called the Creed: 
And they always took thoſe Facraments 
and .that Creed, with the Lords Prayer 
and the Decaiogue expounded Ly Chriſt, 
as the ſummaries of our Belzef, Defires 
and /'raitice, to be the Goipel and Chris 
flian Religion ; The Miniſtry and Church. 
Order in: ituted by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
being an 7regral part : and theſe they dife 
erenced irom the 5ubſ diary and Ornamen- 
tal parts of Scripture, in point of Neceſli- 
ty and Evidence. And they that believed 
theſe were iaved, whether it was before 
the reſt was written, or ' if they never 
heard or underitood the reſt. .. _ 
Concl»ſ. Xlſ. And Lefore Chriſt, the 
Law of M.ſes muſt be greatly diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the other - /Z:ſtorical Books and 
Propheſies. As the Law of this Land by 
which all men hold their Lands and Lives, 
and muſt be governed, greatly differ from 
daily vertal Mandates, or written Com- 
muſlions which the King may give to par- 
ED _ _ ricular 
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ticular Perſons ;-ſo the Covenant of Graces; 
and the Law of Moſes much, differ from, 
the particular | Meſſages '. of. Prophets, 
and the words of Priefs about that Law, 
or the deeds of men. Univerſal and Com 
mon Laws are of Univerſal and Comman, 
Obligation, and therefore all muſt be cer- 
tain of their Authority : But the Obedi- 

[ | ence and Salvation of the Land or World, 
|; . was not aid on, e. go. the Prophets Meſ- 
| | fage to Saul, to Trib, 


oam, to Hezekiah,Qcc, 
Therefore, in theſe Caſes, the People are 
| left ſometimes to ſee whether Prediftions + 
|; - come to paſs, and its harder for them to 
know who is a true Prophet, the neceſſity 


. 


[j being leſſer. 


ceded no Miracles to Confirm it , being : 
fegible in the Nature of Man -and of all | 


vas ſcarce poſſible for the” Jews 'of.. that 
Age to doubt of it : The ten Plagues of 
Exypz, #he opening of the Red Sea, ang 
the Raining of Quails, andthe forty years 
feeding them with Manna, the Flaming 
Mount, the tFrrible Sight and Voices, the 
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_ Glor | the Clou 
Tabernacle ,- the ſwallowing up of Thow 


| had done. 
ing thus Sealed and Delivered,the Biſhops, 
'or Miniſters, who are but to keep. and 
teach it, need not new Miracles for their 


doubted Miracles. 
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of God 2atid the Cloud before the 


fands by the opened Earth, with othex 
Juch Ggns, muſt needs convince the Nati= 
'ons'of Gods Revelation : And the Paſle- 
"over, and many 'other means, were 
from the firſt, appointed to be a practical 
'Fradition of it, uninterrupted. But the 
-Prieſts: that were but to obey and teach 


'this Law needed no new Miracles, the 
-Law being. once fo fully ſealed. 


| : 3. And 
ſo when Chriſt came with-a new-and more 
perfect Revelation to ſettle the Law of 


'Grace in the laſt Edition, he ſealed it by 
, multitndes' of uncontrouled Miracles, and 
"his own'' Reſurrection, and the miraculous 
effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, by which the 
Apoſtles, who were infaJhibly-to Record 


his Law and Promiſes, ſealed their Wort 
with the like wonderful works that Chriſt 
But the Law and Promiſe be- 


Work. If as fome Uſurpers pretend, 
Chriſt had made Biſhops in Councils Uni- 
verſal Legiſſators to make new parts of 
Divine Religion for the World, God would 
have given them alſo-the teal of ſuck un- 
& ns Concly{. 
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 Concluſ. XIV. I have oft ſaid four evi 
dences concur infalliblv to prove the Gof 
pel true : And all are called, The Witneſs 
of the Sprrit as one. 1. 1he Antecedent 
Prophe:.es. 2. The Miracles, and Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcen 3on of Chriit, and the 
numerous Miracles of the Apoltles and 
firit Churches, 3. The prone Lux, or 
inherent impreſſions of God on the Goſ- 
pel and all the Scriptures, which greatly 
ditterenceth it from all other Books and 
Doctrines. 4. The fanRtitying efficacy of 
the Goipel on all true Believers in all 


Nations and Ages of the Earth; which i 


\maketh them a noiy, peculiar, heavenly, 
juſt and ſober fort of Perſons, quite dif- 
fering from all other men , which 1s cer- 
tainly the work of God by the Goſpel, 
and by this his Spirit is a continuing Wit- 
neſs that God doth own it. 

Concluſ. XV. The Order of Believing as 
to the Matter, is to believe the firſt ſealed 
Goſpel. Firſt, even the Eſſence of Chriſtz- 
anity as paſt doubt. And it there be a 
doubt whether the Spirit and Miracles 


a# 5 


ſealed every by-word, iiyle or order, that 


muſt not make us doubt of the Goſpel 


which is ſurely ſealed. 


Concluſ, XV I. It 1s undeniable that there 
atc - 
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are multitudes of diflerent Readings in the 
Old Teſtament-and the New, in the Co. 
pies in the Original Tongues : It is un- 
certain to us, of many, which of them is 
the right : It is certain that when there 
was no Printing, but it was the Scriveners 
Trade to write out Books, many ſlips and 
differences would be among them. How 
far imperfetion of memory or ſtyle might 
ſhew it lf in the firſt writers 1n any by= 
words, may be doubted without doubting 
\ of the Goſpel or Word of God: It 1s 
treachery to tell men that they can be no 
ſurer of the Ge/pel, than of the various Rea= 
dings or Skill of the Writers, Printers or 
Tranſlators. But it is certain that no cor- 
ruption hath altered any neceſlary point. 
Concluſ. XVII. The Order of believing 
as to the Fwidence, is firſt to ſee the. 
proof of the Matters of Fatt by Hiſtorical 
Evidence : and in that to ſee the certainty 
of the Doctrine, which alſo ſhewezh its 
own credibility : And this is a ſhort and 
ſure proof of our Religion -' 1. We may 
be as ſure that the main Hiſtory is true, 
as that any Hiſtory in the World is true, 
2. And if the Hiſtory be true,the Doctrine 
muſt needs be true. 
Concluſ. XVIII. And this Hiſtory hath 
, More 
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The Preface: | 
more than a moral uncertain Evidence : 
For the underſtanding ofwhich it muſt be 
noted, that. mans Soul hath two fort of 
Acts ;, ſome free and mutable, and fome 
neceſlary by nature and immutable, All 
moral aQs are free, and changeable : the 
Belief that is grounded on them hath but 
a moral certainty, whuch is ſtrictly no pro- 
per certainty : All men are lyars : All be- 
lief grounded on mans mere honeſty, 
(though it were a general Council that 4 
pretends a judging Authority) is uncer» | 
tain. Though ſome good mens words : 
give us ſo great a probability, as that one | 
may venture his lite on it. But the Love : 
of amans ſe, and of feliciry, and an une | 
willingneſs to be miſerable, Sc. are acts 
Naturally neceſſary. "Therefore the be- 
leif which is well founded on theſe, hath 
2 Phy/ical Iufallible certainty. Of this ſort 

' 4s our beleif that there is ſuch a City as 
Rome, Yexice, Pars, that there were ſuch 
.Men as K. Z/. 7. 8. K. James, &c. that the 
Statutes-of the Land ,are-not Counterfeits; 
For x. Men that love. themſclves, of croſs 

intereſts, capable of knowing, have all 

agreed of the Truth of theſe, and. fo, do 

to this day. Arga. 1. Where the Cauſe is 

of natural neceſlity , the Effect is of = 
f rurar 


. The Preface. w_ 
tural certainty: But the cauſe that the willing. 
and unwilling. of contrary Intereits, have all 
knowingly. agreed to the things forenamed, 
muſt needs be of natural neceſlity : Erge, the 
faid Agreement is of natural certainty. Arg. 2. 
There can be no effect without an adequat 
. Cauſe. But for all knowing Men of contrary 
Intereſts and Wills to agree that there is ſuch a 
place as Rome, ec. that there:'was ſuch a .man 
as King Tames, that the Statutes are not- coun- 
terfeit, &c. if theſe were falſe, is an eitett thar 
hath no Cauſe in Nature : Ergo, it is naturally. 
impoſlible. .. XZ. G, For our Statutes ; It' was 
ealily knowable in the Age that they were made 
in, whether they. were counterfeit : For men 
hold their Lands and Lives by them, and plead 
them daily at the Tribunals. for croſs Interc:ſts 
againit each other: Therefore natural neceliary” 
Cauſes would , make ſome diſcover it, were 
they falſe. - And if. any had then diſcovercd i * 
the ſame Cauſes would propagate the Liſcove- 
ry. - That this is the Caſe about the Hiſtory of 
the Scripture', and that. Jeſus Chriit Lived, 
Taught, wrought Miracles, Dyed, Roſe, Aſcen- 
ded, ſent down.the Holy Spirit, that the Apo- 
ſtles by untanghtLanguagues and\liracles plan- 
ted the Goſpel, and Chriit gave the ſame Spirit . 
by the impoſition of their hands on their ordi- 
nary hearers that believed ,. that they appealed 
- to theis own working Miracles and their Chil- 
drens, to their, accuſers, Gal. - :3..1-.3. 5. Mets 
12, &c. this 1. have largely proved elſewhere. 
In all this you may ſee that to Jay the Faith of 
Chrutians' ona pr retended judging Power. of 
a TY the 
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The P reface. | 

the Church, Pope, or Councils, afd then firſt 
ts, enquire which is the Church that hath this | 
Powct, is a Cheat of ambitious men to Catch |} 
the [gnorant. The moſt univerſal agrement kn« ;: 
cluding Hereticks, and Enemies, and men of | 
contrary Wills and Intereſts is the beſt Hiftorica} ' | 
Evidence of Fatt : And the certainty of the 
Hiſtory with the quality of the Deftrine ir ſelf | 
and its ettects, Is a certain proof .that the Do» |} 
Qtrine is of God. And the particular Books {| 
aud Words muſt have their own Hiſtorical - 
Proof, where there is ſome diiferenee. | 

© Concluſ. XIX. Obje&ive certainty, maſt ſhll be 
diſtinguiſhed from Mental, Attiwe, SwbieGive 


certainty. 1. Every thing true is infallibly rrue, 


ſod far as whoever believeth it to be true 1s not 
deceived. 2. Every thing true hath not acer 
i4rming evidence, but fome things have. g. Eve» 


. Iy thing that hath aſtertaining evidence is not 


cerrainly known or believed by millions : A mul- 
titude of inward and ontward hinderances keep: 
men from diſcerning ſuch evidence as afcertain- 
eth others, and mipht aſcertain them. Prepa» 
red Souls have great advantage, by capacity, 
willingneſs, diligence, &c. © And experienced 
*Chriftians on whom the. Goſpel hath mage a 
< antifying change, have the witneſs mthem- 
© ſelves, Which proveth it to be of God. And 


- ©this witneſs of the Spirit is a great and con- 


* ſtant Seal on all that are ſound behevers : bue | 
« in a different degree. Yet the nafanctified and | 
unbelievers that are not negligently or malici> | 
ouſly blind, may much diſtern the excellene | 
eiteCts of the Goſpel on others though they feel 
It not in themſelvcs. | Cone | 
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- Condluſ,, XX. The Order of Believing as to the 
A&s, is uſually this. Men ufually (tcheugh 
not always) begin with a Belief of men, and 
perhaps fallible men , which giveth them btit 2 

obability that the Goſpel is Gods word; And 
rom thence they paſs to a Belicf of it as Gods 
. weed, Which 1s partly Divine (that is, for Godt 

Veracity 6nd Authority ) but not effeFuall , but is 
only the wetk of a common Grace, not ſanfti> 
fying and ſaving. And thence they come tog 
ſeavinzs Divine Faith , but in a weak degree, 
which 15 ta grow ſtronger till it come to full afs 
ſurance. | Re 

Concluſ. XXI, For the underſtanding of all 
this, it is very needful that the grue natuge and 
formal cauſe of Divine Faith, be better and 
more diltintly opened than uſually it is. Fotd, 
in its ratio fermalis muſt not be confounded with 
necellary previons Knowledge. All this Syllogitdy 
mp before it. (1batſcever God faith is true: 

"his God ſaith; Efgo, this « true,) Or ( All the 
ward of God u trne. The Goſpel of ſacred Strife = 
ture is the word of God : Efgo, jt « true) Major, 
Abner, and concluſion are all but a Knowledge 
antecedent tg Faith in its fStrmal A, (though I 
and others formerly have called the conclution, 
Faith,) Yea further, (whatever is evident tyth, 
' 6 to be believed and truſted: The Goſpel i evident 
11th, therefore it « to be believed oy truſted) This 
is yer but hajch's antecedent : pifeuo, credo fide, 
all tignifie © ruſt : And truft 15 the formal At 
6f Faith ; Bur chis cruſt is in all che three facul, 
flies of the Soul. x. The undetſtanding having 
Ar diſtegned the credibility, giverh over doube. 

| 2 2 | -! 
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ing Gn that Ws and reſteth in or  trviſieth 
the - diſcerned truth. 2. The 7/1] doth witfr 


complacency truſt to and reft in thefaid truth -. 


diſcerned, (with the goodneſs alſo diſcerned as 
fure-and true.) 3. The executive imperate. 
Power doth prattically truſt, perform, and Venture, 
commanded by the Will. So that truly, Dl- 


vine Faith is an intelleFual, willing, executive, or 
ractical tryſt, I have oft explained it by ſuch' . 
imiitudes asrheſeThere is but one Phyſitian that _ 

can heal a ſick man: His Enemies efame him 


as a deceiver. He faith believe or truſt me: and 


I will freely cure thee: He that truly trufteth 


him now, doth it Intelle&ually, Conſentingly, and 
Praftically, and takes his Medicines; 'A For- 
reign Prince tells a poor man or 'a Priſoner, I 
will give thee. a Lordſlyp in the Eaft-Indies if 
gbou. wilt truſt me; ſome ſay he'is a deceiver : 
Others fay, the Shi p, or Pilot, or Seas'are dan= 
gerous :. He that fo far tru! teth him now: as 
to forſake his poor. Country, and goe. to Sea, 


and venture his all upon. the truit, hall have 


What 1s promiſed.” 

: , Conclyſ. XXII. Here therefore to cotifure the 
*Errours of a multitude of ottors, and to quiet 
moſt Souls not otherwiſe to be jnftly quieted, tt 
1s neceiiary to know theſe things. x. That the 
formal A of Faith may be Divine and Saving, 
when the forcſaid antecedent knowledge or af- 
ſent, may have ſome miſtakes aA inſufficient 


' media. 2. that Faith may be ſaving, Which reach-. 


' Eth not to_a ſtrong [»bjeftive ecrtainty, NOT EX- 


cludeth always all doubting, even of the truth ; 


of fl the Gol] ge and 'the Lift to come. "3. Yea, 
that 


F 
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The Preface. 
that'ho ones Faith is abſolutely perfect. r. Moſt: 
Perſons begin with a hurhane belief of their Pa. 
rerits; and the common eitimation of the Coun- | 
try; that: Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, and the. 
Scripture is Gods certain word : This 1s not a: 
Certain Proof: Bur: if Children or unlearned 
Perſons do by ſach uncertain Arguments believe. ' 
the Scripture to be Gods word, and then tait a 
Divine. goodneſs in the matter, which maketh: 
them more willingly believe it ;. Theſe P-rious 
may by ſo weak a preparation, Pra&ically :ruf 
God, and the Goſpel, as far perceived to be lus 
word, even with a ſaving Faith. 
> An Arinevian Greek, Abaſſine, .&*c. belteverhy 
fide humana the Goſpel to be true, becauſe Geir. 
ſeveral Teachers tell them {6 : And they 7 7- 
ceive a goodneſs in it : Theſe on this failibi2 
gronnd firit taking it- for. the word of God, 
knowing thar God istrue, may yet lavingly truit 
it as the word of God; and thar truit is a-Living - 
Faitl, though the antecedent means was hus«; 
mane: ( belides the favour of , Iruth ard. 
goodneſs i in the Word it ſelf.) '--2., How few im 
the world have true Faith, if none be true that - 
reacheth not to full undoubting ſubjeclive cer- 
rainty.  Certainty may be had : Aſcertaining 
truth ard Evidencethere is: But it is not every 
unlearned perſon that diſcerneth it. Aman may; 

truit his life in the hand of a Phyſitian, thongh 

he be not undoubringly certain he can cure him: 2 

_ He may truit Life aud Eſtate in a_Veiiel which 

'he'is 'not undoubtingly © certain will bring him 
Safe to'Land.. Fhough an unlearned man 1s not 
»» well acquainted with Hiſtory as to know with 

' a 3 what 
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whar' Evidenee the Goſpel hath been broughe 
down to our Age; nor fo good & Logican as te 
bring an Argument for Chriitanity and te 
Scripture, which is noe faulty ; Yet, if he take 
it to be the word of God, and though he can. 
not fy [I am undoubringly certain of it } yet 
can ſay | I am unduubtingly certain there is nothing 
which « to be trufted is equality with it : Thu ov 
nothing muf# be my hope : therefite, on the I will 
venture or lay my life and [cul and| all my bcpe, 
and will gw H Chrift, and forjake all I 
ffands apainſs him; Fin this I will be, 
and in thu hope I will die.) This will prove a fe 
ving Faith, 3. Yea, i 13 Certain that there is 
nothing abſolutely perfect -jn this World : And 
therefore no ones faith or certainty is perfact ; 
even they that feel no actual doubting, have ye 
bur anImperfett Faith; elſe they would havg 
more perfect obedience , patience and joy ; The 
beit have need to pray, Lord increa[e ane faith; 
and Zord I bilieve, help thou my unboleif. The 
weakneſs of all our graces and duty comes from | 
the weakneſs of our faith. And it is not the beſt 
Logick which is ever. accompanied with the 
ſtrongeſt Truſt ; Though Reaſgn be an excellene 
and neceiiary ingredient, ſome truſt in Chrift 
with vitoriotis confidence, who cannot diſpute 
þeit for their Faith, og 
' Concluſ. XXII. Though Peaceand holy Joy be 
a mot deſirable effet of Faith, and by which 
the itrength of it may be much _ yen 
not this, but Pre&iget ccn/ent ta the Covenant 
Grace, of Chrifts rerms of Salvation, in which its 
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| The Preface. 

Concluſ. XXIV. By all this it appeareth how 

ambiguouſly the Queſtion de Reſolutione fidei is 

roo oft diſputed : And haw fallaciauſly a mans 

faith is faid ro be unſound, if his reaſons be ſf me 

unſound, and none Cogent to prove an undoubt. 

- ed abſolmne certainty that the Tcripture is Gods 

word; and that Faith is not fo reſolved into the 

antecedent reaſonings as. neceliariiy ta. be un- 

ſound if ſome of thery are ſo. That Gd cawnet lie 

is known by Nature. That the Goſpel « bas 

word, is known by its praper natifying evidence 

(forenamed), where many things concug.. That 

therefore the Goſpel 3s true, is known as a ratio» 

ral: Concluſion. But theſe are by. believersap- 

prehended oft withimperfeCtion, faultyneſs and 

diſorder. But PraG&ical Truſt in Godin Chriſt nm the 

Goſpel Promiſe, is Conſtituted by its formal objett 

which is Gods Fidelity or Veracity, grounded in 

his PerſeCtion, and in the apprehended Truth of 

his promiſes. And this eftectual faith is faving. 

I bave Frefaced this;muchthat the Reader may 

the eafilyer underſtand and profit by the two 

followmg Treatiſes, one written and the 

other tranſlated: by Mr. #. L. my greatly 

valued Friend, well known by me to be a man 

of Learning and Judgment and exemplary faith- 
fulneſ$ co God and ConſCience, and of a prudent - 

and. peaceable Converſation with men: If che 

Reader bring nota diſpoſition of enmity againſt 

the Truth. or groſs negle&t of it, buta mind 

that hath neCeiiary manly preparation, and a re« 

 ceptivewillingneſs and refolution-for an impars 
rind diligent ſearoh, I doubt not hut-in theſe: two , 
Diſtourſts he will find enough, though nor te 


The Preface." 
remove every difficulty in the Pible, yetto fave 
his Faith from a!l ſuch ailaults, as' would'over-* | 
throw it, and make it unetfettual to his/Salva-: 7 
tion. And verily a man that hath well digefted* * 
the matter of ſuch Controverſies, will tind char* | 
Pomponatius,” Vaninus, Hobbes, 'Spinoſe, &c: were 
Ignor:rt men, that knew ' not their own -Igno- 
rance, nor what they wrote againſt, and"that 
Simon faith litrle but what Commentators have' 
often Anſwered ; and thongh he and others tru-- 
ly prove the doubtfulneſs of ſome Readings, and 
ſome Tranflations, which * may -be of than; he' 
faith nothing to ſhake a well-gronnded belief of 
Moſes Law,” the Goſpel of Chriſt, and any thing: 
neceiiary to Holineſs or Salvation. 1 
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"The Epiſtle to the READER: > 


_ Chriſtian Reader, 

F 7 thou weighe/t things in the Ballance 
of right Reaſon, thou can'ſt not but ſee, 
That Moſes being the firſt Man by whoſe 
Miniſtry Almighty God thought fit to 


' give a Body of Laws unto a whole Nation, 


and to as many of. the World beſides, as 
ſhould join in communion with that Nation 3 
it was neceſſary God ſhould enable him to. 
make it evidently appear unto all rational 
Men, that he was ſent and authorized by 
God to give Laws unto that Nation : and if 
thou read"ſt the Books of Moſes, and what 
thou wilt find in the following Diſcourſe cons 
cerning him and HF: thou can'ſt not but. 
likewiſe ſee, that the infinitely Wiſe and 
Powerful God did in effett enable him evis, 
dlently and certainly to prove his Miſſion and 
Commiſſion to be from Heaven. For through 
God's extraordinary aſfiſtance he gave the 
higheſt demonſtrations of his . being Authc- 
rized from above, that can in reaſon be de- 


| tired of any that ſpeaks or writes unto Men 


in the name of God; his works and writings 
bear the manifeſt ſignatures of Goes Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs ; his works were ſuch as 
could never have been done without the aſſi= 
| Aa Rance 


The Epiſtle to the Reader © 
ſeance of an inviſible Power, far above any 
thing that falls under the perceptions of 
Senſe ; and it is moſt evident to Reaſon,That 
that inviſible Power could be no other, - thay 
the infinitely powerful, wiſe aud good God, 
who made, preſerves and governs the World, 
and all things therein. For it could not poſ= 
fibly be any Evil _ | | 
Firſt, Becauſe Moſes in his conteſt with 
the Maxzicians of Agypt, did at the wer 
firſt Encounter, far out-do them,” aud the p. 
vil Spirit by whoſe aſſiſtance they wrought 
their wonders, as evidently appears by Aa- 
ron's Rods. ſwallowing up their Rods, (Exod. 
7. 12. ) and by their not being able to re- | 
move the Frogs again from off the Land of | 
Mgypt : and allot, 520 was forced | 
ro call for Moſes and Aaron, and defire 
them to intreat the* Lord to take away the 
Frogs from him aud his as pe ( Exod. 8. 
7, 8.) and at laſt he forced them to confeſs 
that they were overcome ; for when they 
could nof turn the Duſt of Agypt into Lice, 
[\ as Moles and Aaron had done, they then 
cryed out, and ſaid unto Pharaoh, { This is 
the finger of God, Exod.S.18,19. } they 
confeijed that it was the power of God which 
exabled TMoies aud Aaron to turn the Duſt 
into Lice, and which hindered them from dc- 
7rg the like. | 1 Seconds 
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- Secondly, 1t could not poſſibly be any Evil 
Spirit,becauſe Moles's Miracles were-wrought 
for the higheſt, beft and excellenteſt ends, to 
wit, for the glory of God, and for the good 
ef his People; they were wrought fo con- 
vince both Pharaoh and lirael, 7hat the 
Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, 
who made, and governs the World, 3s the 
only true God, who 1s above all to be Feared 
and Reverenced, . Adored and Worſhipped, 
Loved and Qbeyed, Pleaſed and Glorified ; 
and that Moles was his Authorized Meſſen- 
ger to be believed and obeyed for his ſake, in - 
. all that he ſaid, aud commanded in his name : 
They were wrought alſo, bath to cauſe Pha« 
raoh fo let go the Iſraelites,” and likewiſe to 
make the Iſraelites willing to leave Agypt, 
and to go-with Moſes, and take poſſeſton of 
the Land of Canaan, which the Lord God 
had tong before promiſed unto their Fathers, 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. a WE 

Thirdly, 1t could not poſſibly be any Evil 
Spirit,becauſe Moſes s Miracles were wrought 
to the prejudice of the Devil's intereft in 
the World, and for the deſtroying of the De« 
wiÞs Kingdom; by rooting out Idolatry from 
among, God's People; and driving 1dolaters 


: A Exod.5.1,2,3. & 7. 1,2,3,4,3- & 3. 14,1 5-1 6,17,18; 
$8 4. from x, to 9; & 6, from 1, to8, Deut.4. 9, to 24: 
a 2 1111-1 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
out of Canaan; and for the ſetting up of 
the Kinzdom of God viſibly upon Earth. b 

Fourthly, It could not poſſibly be any Evil 
Spirit, becaufe the Evil Spirit is the great 
Enemy of Mankind, and of -all humane So 
exety rightly conſtituted * whereas M oſes's 
Miracles were wrought for the' confirmation 
of a Dofrine, which 1s manifeſtly for the 
good of Mankind, of individual Men, and of 
all Societies of Men, Deat. 4-6, 8. 

This wilc clearly appear unto any rational 
Man thar ſhall duly confider theſe following. 
Laws of Moſes, Concerning Mens Loving © 
their Neighbours as themſelves, and not Co- 
weting any thing belonging to them. 6 | 

Concerning the City's of Refuge appointed 
for ſuch Perſons, as ſhould happen to kill a 
Man unwittingly. 4 

Concerning the Redemption of Lands. e 

Concerning Goodneſs, Lenity and Equity 
Zo Servants. f | 

Mercifulneſs to the Poor..g 


Fl 


© rr 1 


b Exod. 20.3,4,5,6.7, &c. ibid. v. 20,22,23. & 23.13: 
Deut.4..5;6,7,8,9,10. & 7.1,2,3,4,5,6. & 12.29,30,31,32: 
& 18.9;10,11,12,13,14. Deut.4.52, tO 41. Exod.20.24, . 
latter part of the Verſe. Dent. 4.7. c Exed.20.17. Lev. 
19:17,18. d. Exod.21.13. Deut.19. e Lewit.25.23,0c. 
F Exo4.21.1,2,8c. Deut. 15.12, to 19. & 24. 14,15. 8: 
Neut, 15 6,.t0 12: Exod, 22, 25,2927. | 


Mi. indneſs | 
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Kindneſs to Straugers. h 

Fuſtice and Equity to the Widows and Fa= 
therleſs. 7 8 

Reverence and Obedience to Superiors. k 

And concerning the Duties of Superiorg 
towards their Tnferiors and Subjefts. 1 

But nat to infiſt upon theſe aud many 0 
#her excellent Laws of Moſes, which are 
— for the good of Mankind, and both 
evidence themſelves to have been given unto 
Moſes and Tirael by an infinitely good God ; 
and alſo Moſes's Miracles wrought in confir- 
mation of them, to have been from the ſame 
cauſe ; there 1 one thing which T cannot butt 
fouch upon, to wit, That whereas other Laws 
givers have ſet up, ſome a Monarchy, ſome 
an Ariſtocracy, aud others a Democracy, Mo- 
ies was the jirſt. that Eſtabliſhed a viſible 
Theocracy over the Iſraelites, under which 
form of Government, all things were to be 
managed by the counſel and direction of the 
infinitely wiſe God ; the People of Hrael, as 
a Kindom of Prieſts, and a Holy Nation, 
were to refer all their matters unto God, and 
to ask advice aud diretion of him by VRIM 
and THUMMIM, in reference to Peace and _ 
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| þ Exod. 22.21. Levit.19.33;34. S Exod.22.22,23,24. 
k Exod.20.12. & 22.28. Deut. 17.11. | Deut. 1.16,17: 
S 17.16,17,18,19,20. & 25. I. 
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War, and all things of any conftderable ints 
portance, or dificulty, (Exod.19.5,6.& 20, 
2.4,the latter part, Exod.28.30. Deut. 10. 
L4,15,76,17. © 12-I1,12, Levit. 26. 11, 
i Gc) | | 
Theſe things put together ( if no more 
could be faid ) ſeem abundantly ſufficient to 
prove that Moſes was Authorized by God te 
give Laws unto the Iſraelites ; for no Man 
could have wrought ſuch Miracles ft circum 
ſtantiated, except God had been with him : 
and ſuch is the weakneſs of Man's Under- 
ſtanding, that he could never of his own head 
have invented ſuch a Law, and ſuch a wa 
of Government. And if Moſess Miracles 
and Law could not poſſibly be of any Evil 
Spirit, nor of Man, they muſt needs have 
been of a Good Spirit, and that Good Spirit | 
could be no other but God : for thongh God 
ſed the Miniſtry of Good and Holy Angels 
' in giving forth the Law, yet they could not 
poſhbly L the Authors of it ; and if any of 
them had ever pretended unto that Honour, 
te would by ſo doing have degenerated into 
a proud, arrotzant and lying Dewll. ED 
God himſelf then was the alone Author of 
Moſes his Law,and the Holy Angels with Mo- 
ſes, were but Inſtruments and Miniſters, by 
whons God gave it wato Wrael ; and indeed 
= 2 there 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. | 
there is nothing in it, but what well Lecomes 
God to be the Author of ; rhere i nothing in it 
that doth any way contraditt the perfeitions of 
his Nature, or deſtroy the natural notions of 
Truth aud Falſhood, Good and Evil which 
he hath implanted in the mind of Man.: gay 
many of Moſes's Laws are evidently agree 
able unto, and Repreſentative of the tranſe 
cendent excellencies of the Divine, aud pers 
feftive ' of the humane Nature : and ewe 
thoſe of them which are of a maſt adiaphoros 
indifferent nature in themſelves, and derive 
all their morality from the will and pleaſare 
of God, did certainly by Gods. appointment 
and bleſſing very much promote the happineſs 
of his People, (Deut.10.12,13. © IL. 12, 
to 16, Levit.26.3,to 13. Deut.32.46,47. ) 

As to what ſome Atheiſts Object from 
Exod.12.35,36. Zhat Moſes tauzht- the i 
raelites to cheat the Agyptians of their 
Fewels, under pretence of borrowing ther, 
and that God himſelf i brought in as countee 
nancing the Cheat ; which ſeems to be plains 
ly contrary, both to the perfeitions of God, 
and right Reaſon of Man. 

T Anſwer, It us falſe that is Objeded, for 
there was really no borrowing and lending in 
the caſe, but asking and receivinz, and car- 
rying away what God had inclined the hearts 
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The Epiltte to the Reader. 
of the #gyptians freely to give: and [o 


there could be no cheat under pretence of 


borrowing. This Anſwer is grounded upon 
the true import of the Hebrew Word (Shaal) 
which fignifies ( to ask, ) and accordingly the 
plate Objetted is rendred by Munſter, and 
the Tigurin; i Engliſh zhus, [The Chil 
dren of 1ſrael asked of the Agyprians, 


Jewels,-------and the Lord gave the People 


favor in the fight of the Mgyprtians, ſo that 


they gave them ſuch thiugs as they asked, 
aud they carryed them away from the Agyp- 
tians ; | the Xgyptians apprehended them- 
ſelves. to be all dead Men, if the Ifraelites 
ſtayed in Fgypt any longer, and therefore 
were willing to give them any thing they 


bad, on condition that they would be pre- 


ſently gone, Verl. 33- | 

' = And thus things were ordered by the wiſe 
Providence of God, that the Children of Il 
racl nicht be rewarded for the great Ser 
wice they had done unto the Agyptians. 
 *Aoreover, It is very obſervable that ſome 
of Moics's Laws were ſuch, that it is impoſe 
; frble to conceive that any Men in their Wits, 
would either have 2jven ſuch Laws unto 0- 


thers, or hve themſelves received and ſub- 


mitted to them; unleſs they had been ſure 
that God was the Author of them, and that 
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'The: Epiſtle to tlie Reader.” 
he would take care to prevent the great us 
conveniences that might ariſe from the obs. 
ſervance of them. T Inſtance in Two, - 

Firſt, The Law. for the Seven#h Tear Sab=. 
bath, ( Exod.23,10,11, & Levit.25.4,5.) 
The Command not to Plow nor Sow every Se- 
wenth Tear, was of ſuch conſequence, and 
might have produced ſo il effetts, that Mo- 
fes would never have attempted to bring the 
Iſraelites ander ſuch a Law, nor would they 
have been ſuch fools as to have received it, 
and. ſubmitted to it, unleſs he and they had 
been both ſure, that God had Authorized 
him to give them that Law, and that God 
had undertaken to ſecure them from the 
great inconvenience that might ariſe from 
their Obſervance of it ; for if they had not 
been ſure that God had by promiſe engaged 
his Providence to Bleſs them with extraord- 
ary great abundance of Cornes on the Sixth 
Tear, they could not but foreſee that there 
would have been a Scarcity ane Famine on 
the Seventh Tear,efpecially when the Tear. of 
Fubile, which was every Fiftieth Tear, .ſuc- 
 ceeded the Seventh Tear Sabbath 5; for in 
that caſe the Law forbade them ether to 
Plow or Sow for Two whole Tears together, 
(Levit.2.5.8, to 12.) «pon which they could 
uot but foreſee that a Famine would certainly 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
follow, unleſs God had undertaken by an ex- 


traordinary Providence to prevent it. Theres 


. fore Moſes muſt have been ſure of this, 0» 


therwiſe he would never have attempted the 
giving them ſuch a Law; and he muft have. 
made the People ſure of it alſo, otherwiſe 
he could not but foreſee that they would ne- 
ver have been ſo fimple as to receive and 
ſubmit upto ſuch a Law, as would expoſe 
them to the danger of a Famine every Se- 
wgnth Fear, and in the revolution of  Fiſty 
Tears, would unavoidably bring a Famine 
«pon them. We read in the 25th of Levi- 
ticus where this Lam i Recorded, That God 
foreſeeing the People would certainly move 
this Objetion againſt it, he prevented them, 

7 and anſwered the Objeftion 
himſelf, Verl. 20, 21x. [ If ye ſhall fay, | 
What ſhall we eat the Seventh Year ? be- | 
hold, we ſhall not Sow, nor gather in our 
Increaſe. Then I will command my Bleſ- 


'fing'upon you in the Sixth Year, and it 


ſhall bring forth Fruit for Three Years, 
Sc. ] Here they had God's word of Promiſe, 
Sealed with the Broad-Seal of Heaven, Mo- 
ſes's Miracnlous Works for : the ground of 
their aſſurance, that God's extraordinary 
Providence would ſecure them from Famine. 
And it was npon this ſo well grounded af- 


| ſurance, 
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ſurance, that they received and ſubmitted to 
that Law. And God never failed them in 
this, but always fulfilled with his hand what 
he had ſpoken with his mouth ; ſo that they 
were never forced to travel into other Coun- 
tries to buy Corn for the ſupply of their ne= 
ceſſities, in thoſe Sabbatical Tears. | 

The other Law I inſtance in, is, that 
which obliged all the Males of Iſrael Thrice 
a Tear to appear before the Lord, at the 
place where the Ark of God ſhould be, 
(Exod.23.17. & 34. 23. Deut. 16. 16. ) 
this Law was given and written by Moſes ' 
for the Generations to come, and he could 
not but foreſee that the People would be rea- 
dy to Objef againſt it, That if after they 
were poſſeſſed of the Land of Canaan, all 
their Males ſhould Thrice every Tear leave 
their ſeveral Houſes and Countries, and 
meet at one place, as at Jeruſalem, or at 
any other place where the Ark of God ſhould 
happen to be; their Land would be in dan- 
ger of being frequently invaded, ſpoiled and 
waſted by the malitious and covetous FHea- 
thens that lived round about them, and that 
therefore it was moſt unreaſonable to defire 
them to be Governed by ſucha Law : This 
Objeftion, T ſay, Moſes could: not Put fore- 
ſee, and therefore if--h& bad not been cer- 


tain 
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tain that it was God's will and pleaſure that 
he ſhould give them ſuch a Law, he - would 
aever have dohe it of his own head'; and 
likewiſe if they had not been certain that. 
Moſes was really Authorized and Commiſſir 
oned by God to give them ſuch a Law, they 
would never have received it, and ſubmitted 
&nto the obſervance of it, to the viſible ha- 
zarding the loſs of all that they had in the 
Wor Yo This God confidered to be rational, 
and therefore for their ſecurity he gave them 
bis promiſe by Moſes, and by Moſes's Mira- 
- eles confirmed his Promiſe, That uo Man 
ſhould DESIRE their Land, when they 
went up to appear before the Lord their God, 
Thrice in the Tear, (Exo0d.34-24,) as if 
God had ſaid, Be not afraid leaſt the Flea» 
then break in upon you, aud Burn your Cir 
ties, and lay waſte your Countrie, whilſt all | 
your Males are from home, attending npor 
me at the place of my Publick Worſhip, for 
when you are about my Work, I will not on- 
iy be with you abroad, but with your Wives 
and Ehildren likewiſe at home ; and 1 will 
take ſuch care of you and yours, and ſo ſe- 
cure all your Concerns, that your envious 
and Covetous Neighbours and Enemies ſhall 
ot ſo much as defire your Land, much lefs 
fall they be able to lay it waſte and deſolate 
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2 
with Fire and Sivord, as you may be apt to fear. 
I: was by this promiſe, and the Miracles 210ught 
by Moſes, that bath Moſes and the People were a= 
fared that this Lany was of God, and that God's 
ſpecial Providence would proteft his People, and ſe- 
cure all their concerns, 2vhen they were doing the will 
of God according to this Law ; and without thas 
aſſurance iſ Moſes had gone about to impoſe upon © 
them in a matter of ſuch dangerous conſequence, they 
would certainly have refuſed to obey him. 
By theſe Two Inftances it manifeſtly appears, that | 
Moſes both knew in himſelf, and evidently proved 
#nto Iſrael, that he was Commiſſioned by God to 
give Laws unto them : for if it had been otherwiſe, 
he would neither have attempted to give them ſuch 
Laws, nor would they have ever received them 
and ſubmitted tothem. To draw to an end ; Let it 
be conſidered that Moſes Miracles tended all to the 
Glory of God the Author of Nature, and to the 
advancement of hs Kingdom in the World, as be 
x the Author of Grace; and his Writings give us 
moſt high, glorious and excellent, and alſo moſt 

J lovely and deſirable Idea's and Notions of God and 
his Perfettions. Witneſs God's name, | I AM 
THAT 1 AM, and I AM, Exod.3.14. ] which 
frgnifies that he us the firſs and moſt perfe&t Beeing, 
that gives Beeing: to all other things, and conſequent- 
by implies his eternal and neceſſary Exiſtente from 
Ave ar and to everlaſting. => oh 

And bis name, { THE LORD, THE LORD 

GOD MERCIFUL and GRACIOUS, &C. Exod: 

24. 6,7; ] witneſs alſo that deſcription of him, 

Exod. 15..13x, | WHO is like unto thee, O 
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come, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are 
ell things, ) that 2e may be moſi happy in unto 
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ſeries that came upon. the World by reaſon theredf : 
And of the reſtoring of Man to the favor of God 
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LORD, -----GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS FEARS 


and that other deſcription of him; (Deur. 32. 3, 
4. I will publiſh the name of the. Lord : aſcribe 
ye greatneſs-unto our God, &c. ) And what w Ml 
written of him in Deut.4.35,0 49-F10:14,t0 19: 
Theſe moſt ſublime and excellen; Notions of God 
and hs Perfeftions, with which Moſes's Writings 
do furniſh us, are proper and fit to raiſe in us a moſt ll * 
bigh eſteem” and reverence of God,to make us admire 
and adore him, to take us off from the-inordinate 
love of our ſelves, and of all other Creatures, as 
2ean and vile, as ſhadows and nothing ; and to } 
draw out our hearts and affetions wholly unto him, 
fo make ns love him, and from a principle of Love, 
careful to pleaſe him, and fearful \to offend him, ij © 
(Deur; 6.4, 5, 13, I4, I5-\&* ro. 12;-r0-2x:) 
in fine, to make us hope in him, expe all needful 
good things from him, and above all things deſire 
ro be united unto him, as the moſt glorious, excellent 
and bl:ſſed Beeing, ( which was, and w«, and wx to 
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with him, and in the enjoyment of his Love and 
Favor for everniore. Imight here ſpeak of that 
account which Moſes gives of - the Creation of the 
World, and eſpecially of Mankind ; of the Diſobe- 
dience and Apoſtacy of Mankind, and of the Ms 


again by the Mediation of the Meſſias, who 4s 
promiſed and Prophefied of, firſt under the name and 
woticn of the Seed of the Woman, that was. to 
bruiſe 
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bruiſe the Serpents Head, ( Gen. 3.1. ) then of 
the Seed of Abraham dy Ifaac, in which Seed all 
the Nations of the Earth were to be Bleſied, ( Gen. 
22.18. & 26.4. ) andafterwards, of the Seed 
of Jacob by Judah , and ftile& SHILOH, unto 
whom the gathering of the People wasto be; (Gen. 

Wl 28. 14. compared ith Gen. 49. 10. & Numb. 
24.16, 17, 19. ) and laſtly, under the name and 
notken of a Prephet like nnto Moſes, and who by. 
conſequence was to be a Lawgiver and Mediator, 

Cheut: x6. 26, 19.) © - «4 

' TI might ſhew the Reader that Moſes Writings 

ſet forth God as placable and reconcileable, ( Gen.3. 

I5. & 4 7.) as pleaſed and reconciled, ( Gen. 

4. 4. 8. 20, 2I.) and as pleaſed and recon 
ciledby Faith, ( Gen. 15. 6. ) 

I might demonſtrate, that the account which 
Moſes gives of theſe things, is highly agreeable to 
right reaſon and experience, and thatit is moſt com- 
fortable and ſatisfaftory to the mind of Man: But 
all ths cannot he done in the compaſs of a ſhort 
Epiſtle. ND 
"The Reader may expe&t that T ſhould at leaſt ſay 
ſomething in behalf of the Two following Diſcour- 
ſes ; but if he do, he will be diſappointed.: for 
having ſaid enough im ccmmendation of the Firſt 
Diſconr[e in the beginning of the Secend, I will ſay 
70 more-of either, but leave both to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves. Only I muſt advertiſe the Reader, That the 
Tranſlation varies from the Original in-ſome To or 
Three things,and this is the reaſon of the variation ; 
T found that there were ſeveral palpable miſtakes in 
#2e French Diſcourſe, and I am reſolved orgy 

| God's 
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God; Grace to follow no Man in known miſtakes} 
therefore I mended them. As where the Author 
ſays, That the broad Flates for covering the Altar; 
made of the Cenſers of Corah and his Company, 
vere Plates of Gold ; I ſay, as the truth is, that 
they were Plates of Braſs, ( Numb. 16. 39.) 
And again, where the Author ſays, That Moſes. 
- Condemned Thirty or Forty Thouſand Men, and 
% commanded them all to be preſently Executed : 1 
2K . fay, that he did ſo by ſeveral Thouſands, which is 
zrue, for the number of the Slain was about Three 
T, we (Exod. 32:28. ) but our Learned Au- 
thor as certdinly miſtaken, for his reckening nei- 
ther agrees exattly with the Vulgar Tranſlation, nor. 
get with the Hebrew Verity. Chriſtian Reader, 1 
will detain thee no longer from the peruſal of the 
Diſcourſes themſelves, and that the - of them may 
he bleſſed to thee for thy Souls good, is and ſhall be 
the earneſt deſire of | 


- 


L-4 Thy Sexvant in all things, wherein 
he may Serve our Lord 
Chriſt, and his Church; 
WL. 
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DISCOURSE- : 
- ___ OntheProofs of the © | 
BOOKS bf M9SES. 


HE Chriſtiag Religion doth, 
| freely acknowledge that the 
wit of Man. cannot reach the 
. # the height of the Myſteries - 
which "it teacheth, and that the humane 
underſtanding.is too narrow and limited 
. to diſcover the grounds of them in the 
. Eternal ſprings, of Truth, where they 
would appear to us as clear, as firſt and 
ſelf evident Principles, if our ſight could 
reach ſo jar. Nevertheleſs, .it pretends not 
. that. we ſhould believe them adſolutely 
without proof, and by a blind Inſtin&: 
_ and God hath not given Man Reaſon and 
- Underſtanding, to render. ſo' great a pre- 
ſent, not onely uſeleſs, but alſo hurtfal to 
_ him, by propounding unto him ſuch ob- 
jects of Faith only, againſt Which his Rea- 
ſoning faculty ſhould be in a continual 
_ mutiny and contradictory oppoſition. That 
IS 


pe 


is the caſe ofthoſe Sets which are founded 
_ only upon Wild Fancies, Groundleſs Con- 
- ceits and Phanatical Viſions ; and which 
are Eſtabliſhed upon, and Upheld by, no 
other Principle than ſuch an extravagant 
abuſe of Reaſon,as that was by which they 
were firſt hatcht : Whereas the Chriſtian 
Religion is ſuch, that how impenetrable 
 Toever be the depth of its myſteries, yet 
none can doubt of their truth, but-by 
ſuch another kind of extravagancy. 4 
2. For the buſineſs is not to examine 
the poſſibility of thoſe: myſteries, nor to 
- cure'the wit of Man, as touching all the 
difficulties which it finds to ſubmit unto 
them, men would be unreaſonable to 'de- 
fire to comprehend them, ſince they can- 
_ . not comprehend themſelves, and yet doubt 
"Not of their own Exiſtence. It is ſufficient 
that it may. be-demonſtrated to them that 
_ all thoſe ſo unconeeivable Truths are link- 
ed, not only with other Truths which 
' they know, butalſo with ſuch Truths as 
_ of all others are moſt proportionat to their 
_ underſtanding, and whereof they may be 
aſſured by the moſt evident and certain 
means. | 
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3. If men have a certain 'knowledg of 
any thing, 'it is of matters of Fact ; of all 
. things which they know, there is not any, 
_ .Wherein it js more difficult to impoſe upon 
them, and concerning which there is leſs 
occaſion of diſpute ; and ſo when it ſhall 


be clearly ſhewed them that the Chriſtian 


Religion is inſeperably linked with matters 
of Fat, whereof the Truth cannot be 
queſtioned by men 'of common honeſty 
and integrity, they muſt mer ſubmut un- 
to the belief of all its Dottrines, or elle 
| they muſt renounce ' ſincerity and rea- 
on. | £ js 
4+; For inſtance, "if there was ſuch. 8 
Man as Moſes, and if he was the Author 
of the, Books commonly attributed unto 
him, then the Jewifh Religion is true : if 
the Jew/h Religion be. true, then Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Meſlias ; and if Jeſus Chriſt 
- be the Meſſias, then all that he faid and 
taught is. to be believed, and conſequently 
| the Trinity, the Incarnation, - and all the 
other myſterious Dottrines of the Chrit- 
_Rtian Religion are to be believed. 
5. It is by this Divine concatenation 
of Truths, that God leads Men unto the 
. true Faith, and that they are enabled to 
| ſhow that there is nothing more rational, 
A B 2 = 
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than their ſubmiſſion unto the moſt incom- 
_ prehertfible myſteries; ſo far are they from 
deſerving to be charged with weakneſs and 
imprudence on that account ; and ſince the 
great Body of Chriſtian Religion is com- 
' poſed of a very great number of different 

Þarts Which all tend to the fame end, and 
hath had a Being about ſix thouſand years; 
it cannot be but that it muſt conſift of 
very many particular Truths all linked 
_ together as in one chain, and that. every | 

Age muſt have given new proots thereof : 
and conſequently that whereſoever a Man 
begins, to what point ſoever he applies 
himſelf, he will always meet with ſuch an 
' - abundance of light, that it will be impof- 
fible for him to reſiſt and ſtand* out a- 
gaijft it. 

6. But we are ſo much the more oblt- 
ged diligently to apply our ſelves unto an 
accurat ſearch for finding our of theſe 
Proofs, by how much it hath not pleaſed 
God that they ſhould conſiſt in ſuch groſs 
and palpable Principles, as might be dit- 
_ covered at firſt glance, and might be ſeen 
_ equally by all men; they are rather an 
heap of circumſtances, which all men 
- do not put together, or do. not look up- 
' on them the fame way ; but which are 

never- 


(3). 


nevertheleſs ſenſibly evident unto the 
meaneſt capacities, when their eyes are. 
once opened ; and do produce ( when 
they are gathered up and put together) a 
ecrtainty if not more full, at leaſt more 
intimate and more natural,than that which 
we have of ſpeculative and abſtrative de- 
monſtrations, becauſe the ways and means 
of attaining unto. the aſſurance of thoſe 
matters of Fact are more proportionable 
and ſutable unto the . humane underſtand- 
ing, - and there is no man but will fird 
the gn au of them in himſelf. 

7. It is for this end, to give a Specimen 
how thoſe matters of Fact are to be con- 
ſidered, whoſe certainty neceſſarily infer- 
reth the certainty of our Religion, that 
we ſhall chooſe to diſcourſe of the parti- 
cular matters-of Fat in Moſes his Hiſtory, 
and of the Truthof his Books, which are 
the Foundation of the Jewi/h Religion, as 
the Jew/ſh. is the Foundation of the Chri- 
ſttan Religion according to Saint Paul. 

8.. I think there is no need that I ſhould 
firſt prove, before I proceed any further, 
That if really there hath been a Man affr- 
ming that he was ſent from God, and who 
(not defiring to be believed upon his bare 
| word,or for ſome Adtions not much above 
B 3 thoſe 


(6) 


thoſe which we know to be within the 
compaſs of humane power ) hath. for 


roof of his miſſion, wrought that aſto- 
niſhing multitude of Miracles which we 


find Recorded in the Pentateuch, hath evi- 
dently ſhewed that he had power of life 


and death,hath commanded the Elements, 
and made the whole frame of Nature to 


bow at his word -and obey his orders, I 
fay,. there, is no need that I ſhould prove 


he ought to be believed, for I doubt not 


but that upon ſuppoſition that there hath. 


been ſich a Man who hath realiy done 
ſuch rhingsto prove his miſſion ftrom;God, 
all Men in the World will grant that this 
perſon deſerves to be believed in all that 


he hath written of that God, in whoſe 


name he hath wrought all thoſe Miracles, 


and that the Religion which he hath inſtt-. - 


tuted ought to be received as true and 
Divine. EE ii 7 

9. The moſt obſtinate Spirits of Men 
are as it were overwhelmed with the 
weight of thoſe Miracles,and find no other 
means to fatisfie their byaſs to unbelef, 
than to ſeek to find out ſome frivolous 
reaſons on which to ground their doubts 
of the truth of thoſe Miracles, and of fhe 
Bool: that contains them. 'S 
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honeſty & ſincerity,l defie them to go far, 
or.continue long,in thoſe doubts; for they 
will.find their doubts ſo born down and 
vanquiſhed by * the abundance of proofs 
which accompany this Hiſtory, that they 
Will be forced either to, acknowledg it to 
be true, or elſeto fall in with the ſenſeleſs 
ſtupidity of thoſe perſons who for fear of 
being powerfully perſwaded to believe the 
things-which Religion teacherth them, re- 
ſolvedly chooſe never to think on them at. 
all. 

L1, For by what ſuppoſitions will they 
pretend to ſhake the certainty of what 1s 
written in thoſe Books, and diſpoſe their 
mindeto believe that there was never any 
ſuch thing ? Let them give as much liber- 
ty as they will untg their Fancy, andlet it 
furniſh them with all the Chymerical 
ſappoſitions that poſſibly it can, yet they 
ſhall never be able to conclude any thing 


[ 


from thence, which hath the leaſt ſhadows | 


of probability, and which a Man of the 
leaſt ſolid Judgment would not be aſhamed 
to propound, 

I2. Wull they lay, there was never ſuch 
a Man as Moſes, and that - whatever hath 
beer ſaid of him,” are © invented for 
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(8) 
delight ? But let them conſider that” the \ 


Jews and Chriſtians are not the onely* 
erſons who have been known to ſpeak 


and write of this Moſes, ſince we find there 


are even prophane Hilorians who make 
mention of him, yet if they deny what is 
written of him in the Penteatuch, and af- 
firm all thoſe things to be Fables, then let 
them alſo deny all the Hiſtories in the 
World, and affirm them all to be fables ; 
ſince there i is none of them of whoſe Truth 
we could be ſure, if it were allowed ( as 
any way rational) to doubt whether there 
was ever a Man called Moſes, who brought 
the Jews out of A#gypt after a long cap- 
tivity ; for all the Reaſons by which Men 
judge of the Truth of other Hiſtories, are 
equally to be found in that of MHeſes. For 
example, no Man doubts but that Alex- 
ander and Cyrus have been, becauſe many 
Authors have written of them, and it ne- 
ver came into any Mans mind deliberat- 
ly to doubt thereof : and it 1s evident that 
neither hath any Man upon fſeriou 
thoughts ever doubted whether Meſes hath 
been ; this hath been conſtantly- believed 
' by a very numerous people, and by all 
who have known, and have converſed both 
with him and them ; and was never con- 


tradicted 
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(9) 
tradited by-any Body whoſoever. -But' 
moreover there is this diflerence, that:the* 
Books of Moſes have ſingular and pecu-* 
liar proofs of their certain truth, which: 
are not to be met with in any. other ; for. 
there was never any Book preſerved with 
ſo much care and affection, as that Book 
which containeth - his Hiſtory, and yer: / 
never had any men more ſenſible and 
ſtrong Reaſons, taken from their own In- 
tereſt, to diſprove the truth of a Book, 
if they could have done it with any co- 
lour of probability, than the Jews have 
had to diſprove the truth of the Books of 
Moſes; ſince by fo doing, _ ſhould 


have at once freed themſelves from the 


moſt uneaſfie Law that ever was, from 'a 
Law ( Ifay ) that was moſt rigorous and 
grievous, moſt dreadful and burdenſome 
to the obſervers of it: in ſo much that there 
appeareth no motive, - that could perſwade 
them to ſubmit unto,and endure the whole 
burden of it, but a firm perſwaſion of its 
infallible Truth and divine Authority. 
© T3. Unbelief then not being able to 
keep its ground upon this firſt Chymeri- 
cal ſuppoſition, it muſt paſs unto, and fix 
upon ſome other ; and the Infidel muſt 
fay, for example, that it is true, there 
| WAS 


(6) 


wag a mancalled Hoſes, and this man was: 
the. head of a. great Nation, whach he. 


brought. out of Agypt, but withall, that he 
Was 4 greet Impoſtor, who. decegued. that, 
people by. falſe Miracles, and forged all. the. 


prodigious things which he mentions in his. 


Books, to the end. he might- the. better bring, 
them under Subjeftion. to the Law he. had; 
deviſed, and by that. Law to. himſelf, in 
making them. to. eſteem it as come from Heas 
ven, and toconfider himſelf as the Interpres 
ter of God's Will, in whoſe name he ſpake, 
and as having God's Power in his own 
hands, to puniſh thoſe that fhould rejift 
__. 

L4- The greateſt efforts and endeavors 
of humane Wit to diſprove the truth of 
Moſes his Books, may be reduced to ſuch 
imaginations as theſe, and yet nothing leſs 
rational could be invented ; for if men 
would in this matter make uſe but of 


proofs taken from meer ſenſe, how diffi, | 


Cult is It to reconcile the Wiſdom and Vers 
tue which clearly appear in this Moſes,with 
ſo black an Impoſture / how dithicult i it 
tp comprehend, that this man in an Age 
ſo remote, ſo dark and ſq rude, and with- 
out any help from the Inventions of thoſe 
that had gone before, could have een 
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3 
ble to contrive of his own head, not on- 
ly a' Law, fron which all other Laws 
have been obliged to borrow ſomething 
or other, but moreover, that he could 
ff have been able to have framed the Idea or 
Notion of a God, and that an Idea fo 
great and ſo worthy, that excepting thoſe 
who have trodden 1n his ſteps, there were 
never any who have had an Idea of God, 
but what was infinitely below it, where- 
as all other humane Inventions grow up 
to perfection ſucceſſively, and by degrees / 
in fine, how ſtrange a thing would it: be, 
that this firſt born of all Impoſtors ſhould 
have hit fo right in a matter fo far ele- 
vated above the thoughts of men , and 
ſhould have known ſo well what ſhould be 
due to a God; and what a God ſhould be ; 
that* really Men are ſenſibly convinced 
that he muſt be ſuch a God, if he be at 
J all, and that honeſt hearts ſhould be grie- 
vouſly troubled at it, if ſuch a God were 
not. 

T5. But to paſs from this, unto ſuch 
things as bear a greater proportion unto 
all ſorts of Capacities ; let us ſee whether 
it be poſſible, that all the Miracles menti- 
oned-in thoſe Books, ſhould be but: fo 
many Fables invented by Moſes ; if = 
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be poſſible, then either he muſt have 
hoped to make the Fews believe them, or 


at leaſt, he muſt have hoped to perſwade I 
them to Authorize them by their . con- 
ſent, without believing them, and to con- 


ſpire with him to conceal the knowledg of 
this Cheat from poſterity ; for undoubt- 
edly, none will fay that he invented them 
upon deſign to paſs for an [mpoſtor,with- 


out expecting any advantage thereby ; 


and withal it muſt be ſuppoied, either that 
the Jews believed them to be true,though 
they were falſe; or that knowing them to 
be falſe, they all with one conſent agreed 
in a deſign, to make them paſs for true, 
to their Poſterity. 

. I6. But what can be imagined more 

roundleſs and undefenſible, than all this? 
could Mofes promiſe himſelf, that he 
ſhould be able to perſwade the Jews to be- 
lieve the turning of Rivers into Blood, 
the thick palpable Darkneſs which cover- 
ed all Zgypr, for the ſpace of Three 
Days, the [raelires only being free from 
It; the Death of all the firſt Born of the #- 
gyþtians'in one Night, whileſt the Jews 
in the mean time felt not the leaſt hurt ; 
the diviſion of the Red-Sea, which open- 
ed, and oneach ſide ſtood up in.an heaps 
| | | : KC 
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like two Walls, to make*'way for the paf- 
ſage of the ſraelites, and then fell down 
again, and returned to its ordinary courſe, 


| to ſwallow up, and Drown the Army of 


the Agyprians ; with all the reſt of thoſe 
Miracles which viſibly ſucceeded one ano- 
ther, before that people went out of the 
Land of A#gypt? could he hope that none 
of the Jews would doubt of - the truth of 


| all theſe things ( if they were falſe ) nor 
| have at leaſt the curioſity to enquire con- 


cerning them, of the Agyptians, who in 
alt probability were not combined in the 
Plot with him ? LED | 

x7. Moreover, could he believe that 
he ſhould be able eaſily to perſwade them, 
to give credit unto what he writes, of 
the Forty Years which they- ſpent in the 
Wilderneſs, which is no leſs than another 
Series of Miracles ? that he ſhould be able 
to make them believe ( though there'was 
no ſuch thing ) that he had drawn out'of 
a Rock, Water enough to quench the 
Thirſt of Five. or Six Hundred Thouſand 
Men : that before their eyes the Farth 
had ſwallowed up-quick, Corah, Dathan 
and Abiram, after he had advertiſed the 
people, that they ſhould die of a ſtrange 
and extraordinary kind of Death ; that 


they 


(14). 
: they themſelves | had, lived for the ſpace of 
Forty Years, only upon. Food ſent down 
from Heaven; and Jait, of all, that he 
ſhould be able to make them believe that 
.great and dreadful 1. ghr of Mount S:zaiff 
-Whie it appeared all in .a Flame, with 
_ſach;a-noiſe -of Lightnu ng and hunder 
 that-the people who ſtood by, and heard 
and ;faw; of that paſſed; deiired to treat 
and converſe no-more, but by.Ambvalk 
.-dors with that God, whoſe gloriqus pre- 
- ſence they thought they could. not bear 
of and live? ? 
18, If Moſes had been ſo, ſenſeleſs and. 
, mad,; as to flatter -himſelf with this hope 
' how. unable would: he have been. even to 
- that-very . reaſon, alone, to ſucceed, and. 
q' gi > to paſs. any. great..deſign !/ and inÞy.. 
of carrying- matters ſo. far, and] 
actos them.to that Iſle as he did, fuc 
-19,wad head:  would:aot have tailed to.1m. 
;broil and. confound. all its, own projects F. 
- - Where is there an-example in all Hiftof} ; 
; TIES, of any. cheat-of this. nature ? thei * 
are not+the ways and methods which Del. - 
...ceivers take ; they do. not. lay open t thei 
- Lies to-ſo great a light, and they are tod... 
-- wary to-chuſe Judges -fo hard to: be def 


; ceived, as the Eyes; ro Ears.of Six. ry | 
re 
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dred Thoufarid'Men, -and a whole Nation 
of 'Enemies ; they - feign -fome obſcure 
- blind: Mitacle, ' whereof -there have been 


{but few Witnefles, - and cauſe the Fame of 


'1t tobe ſpread abroad by their Partifans; 
above all rhey-avoid- with 'great- care,-the 

;provoking-of humane Nature - to - nſecpp 
-1N maiitiry oppoſition-tothem,which 
' they- would ſurely do, if they thould bald- 
Ty take folks towitneſs of ſuch-things,..as 
wherein they ſhould have ſo great cauſe 


' to'fear tobe belied : and there is nothing 


which they ſhun ſo much, - as: the , giving 


'F: occaſion: unto Mens minds, '-to think-ot- 

© *<n upon theirFalſhoods, and theindueing 

' them to::'make frequent reflecionsupen 

© their Lies ; they account -themſelves.hap- 
I py, that they were once ſuffered to - ſcape 

: without being puniſhed for:their cheating 


Tricks ; - and :they cannot poſlibly ſo-far 


' root out of theiri natures' alb fenſe.of- Fear 
and * Shame, « as to : dare: ſet; groſs Impo- 


ſtures/icontinually - before the eyes of: a 


"FE whole Nation, taking them -to witneſs, 
-Ff and exciting them by ſuch an unſuffera- 
"© ble beldneſs to enquire into, -and -confider 
\ | wo —— phe- greater care and-wati- 


x9. Let | 


(x6) 
'' 19. Let Moſes be tryed by theſe Rules, 
"to fee whether. he obſerves:any- of theſe 
' precautions, and'takes any-ofitheſe mea- 
- fures, which Nature and-Intefeſt would 
teach the moſt deſperate, .yea,. and even 
the moſt Fooliſh inconſiderate Impoſtors, 
"He ſpeaks upon every occaſion, .. both of 
- the Plagues of Agypr, and of. the Mira- 
\ cles in the Wilderneſs,”:and that with a 


' confidence ſufficient to provoke the moſt 


unſenſible, if their Reaſon could have ſug- 
| geſted to them any colourable pretence 
- for the contradicting of him ; he reports 
" to them things groſs and palpable, which 
; could not be unknown -to>them. God 
i-hath given you (faith he) Manna, which 
- was meat unknown to your Fathers ; your 
+ Cloaths were not worn out, -:no: nor your 
- Shoes,” for the ſpace of: Forty Years: 


" Which of all the /{raelites could be ignoÞ 


rant of the Truth of this matter of tac: 
- he joins to all this, ſharp reproofs, Im 
precations againſt - their. paſt ,unbele; 
. and diſpleaſing' Predidtions of their dif 
- orderly Behaviour for the future : .1n fins 
he omits nothing that might have exak 


rated their. Spirits and; moved them ty 


give him the lye, ifthe things whichþ 
aſcribed to himſelf, had been falſe or ut 
| certall 


(17) 

In ſo much, that though - they be never 
ſo true," yet it isa kind of Miracle, thar 
in all the Rebellions and Murmurings they 
were guilty of, there wis not fourid 10 
much as one of them that ever accuſed 
him of Impoſture. 

20. It is certain then, that Moſes could 
not have a defign to deceive the Jewsand 


_ It is as certain, that it--was impoſſible 


for him to have really deceived them, and 
let not men pretend to. make theſe proofs 


paſs for probable* conje&tures, and meer 


likelihoods only-; for they are demonſtra- 
tions 1n matters of- Fat, fince they can- 
not be rejeced'by any man; without _ 
being obliged” by purity of Reaſon,” 

hold that all matters/of Fatt, menti a 
in any Hiſtory whatſoever, are doubtful 


© and uncertain. 


21. For the ground of all bantarid CCf=" 
tainty, 1s this, that Men are not fools, 
and that there are certain Rules in Natuite, 
which they always follow in their Adtings; 


Unleſs they be mad, the cofitrary could'hb* 
ſooner be ſuppoſed, but it would immeti-- 
ately follow, that there'. can be nothing! 


firm and certain. Let' it be once grant-" 
ed, that men may feign for ſport, or ar- 
euments fake, That in-the'time of Ceſar 

GC and 
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and Pompey, all Men were ſtruck with-a 
Difeaſe, which cauſed them to take- the 
allafions of their Fancy, for real Trurhs ; 
upon this ſuppoſition, there will remain 
gothing certain in all the Revolutions, re- 
ported .to have fallen out inthoſe times 4 
2nd the Bartels of Phaxſalia and Adtium 
may be reckoned amongſt the umnaginati- 
ons of Phanaticks. Thus when matters 
are brought to this paſs, That for to be- 
levethat fucha thing is not, it muſt be 
fuppoſed ( Ido not ay that a_ whole Na- 
tion, but ) that a. very great number of 
Men are all really Mad, . there is an end 
of humane certainty, in matters of Fact, 
there-is no more place for it, nonot with 
reſpec to things preſent : Since it 1s no 
lefs ſappoſable, that the Men of this Age, 
yea, and that we our ſelves are Mad, than | 
that Men of former Ages were all Mad, 
and ſo not only all things paſt, ſhall be 
tousas if they had never been, but alfo 
we ſhall not know what to beheve, even 
in thoſe things which daily fall under our 
Senſes, and we ſhall be no leſs in the 
_ dark, as touching things paſt and preſent, 
than we are as touching things to come. 

22. But now it is paſt all doubt that. ll 
the ſuppoſition that, Moſes deceived. the' | 


Tews, 


(.t9 ) | 
Jews, 1s properly of this Kind j fof hot to 
ſpenk of the folly he muſt have been 
guilty of; .if he had taken ſack a way for 
_ aftaining ufits that end ; it is cleft tht 
it is to make all this people paſs for fo 
many Fraftiek Fools, to ſay; They really 
believed that themfelves paſſed through 
tlie Sea on dry ground, althouth it was 
nor true ; that they fow 4 Mountailt all 
in fire, although they did fiof ſe it ; that 
they lived upon Manns, whilſt tliey fed 
_ only upon ofdinary Food ; that their 
Cloaths did not wear out, although they 
were oftefi fofced to change rhem ; that 
they faw Moſes with a fitoke of hits Rod, 
fetch out of 4 Rock,a Spring of Water, fuf- 
ficient to quench the Thirſt of Six Hun» 
dred Thouſand Mer, although they faw 
' fo ſuch thing; to fay that they believed 
| all this, though itwere all falk; is to fey 
that they were all Mad. | 
2 3. Doubtlkeſs1t would be very difftcult 
_ to invent either ſecret ways or Engines, 
whereby ſuch effedts as theſe could be 
produced or inutated ; and: if there were 
iny man that eould do ſo, he would be 
fure to have followers enough; as well as. 
. Aofes, and he might make Men believe, 
FF 4imoſt any thing he _ And yet it 
Do 2 _ muſt 
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muſt be granted; that the. Fews-really bes 
leved that they ſaw all thoſe igreat won- 
ders, and that they believed thus , even 
' without the leaſt ſcruple or doubt remain- 
ing in their minds ; elſe they would not 
have ſubmitted ſo blindly to this Man's 
Law, nor ſuffered him to'domineer over. 
them with ſo much Authority, as thathe . 
alone ſhould be able, without Guards and 
Arms, to condemn ſeveral 'Thouſands of 
Men to Death, and to cauſe-them all to 
be preſently Executed, Exod. 32. 26, 27, 
28. | 4.3 
24- Some perſons have.; endeavored 
( not indeed to do the like, '\ for no man 
was ever ſo Mad as to attempr it, but.) 
to imagine ſeveral ways how Moſes might 
have deluded-the Jews, and yet they have 
' Not done any thing to purpoſe. They. 
pretend, for example, That to make them: 
paſs through the Red-Sea, he took his oppor= 
tunity of the Ebbing of the Sea, and made 
them believe it had divided: on purpoſe ; 
and that when it Flowed again, - he per- 
ſwaded them, it had cloſed again; and re- 
turned to its ordinary courſe, that it might. 
ſwallow up the #gyptians. They pretend 
alſo that the Water. he fetched out of the. 
Rock, was nothing. elſe but an hidden Spring. 
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| ( 22 ) 
which he found out by means of a Wild Aſs, 
 -which ſome Body followed by his order, as it 
went thither to drink. "This 1s ſo pitiful, - 
that it deſerves no Anſwer, only let it be 
confidered, : how a thing ſo common as 
the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea' could 
have been unknown, rot only to the Z= 
' raelites, who had lived above Two Hun» 
dred Years in Agypr, but likewiſe to the 
Natives of - that Countrey, who ruſhed 
into.it fo inconſiderately ; and how could 
that Spring have been ſo little, as to lie 
hidfrom ſo. many people, that were like 
to.die for Thirſt, and yet be at the ſame 
time abundantly ſufficient to quench 
their Thirſt, and the Thirſt of all their 
Camels and other Beaſts ; and finally, by 
what Inchantment could Moſes fo dexte- 
rouſly blind the Eyes of all this people, 
as to make them believe, that all of a 
ſudden, a ſtroke_of his Rod had produced 
_ that Spring, which cannot be conceived 
to have been leſs than a prodigious Tor» 
rent. | | 

28. But it is to little purpoſe, for any 
\Man to endeavor to give the World an ac» 
count how ſome of thoſe Miracles might 
-have been wrought, without the immedi» 
. ate power of God, ſo long as it muſt he 
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(22) 
con{effed, that- no ſuch aecount can be , 
iven of | them all. Men muſt either 

yield the cauſe, or eſe make the Syſtem 
entire, and folve all the Phanomena : for 
If there remain never ſo few, in whieh 
the Jraclites could not be deceived, that 
1s ſafficient to convinee us, and oblige us 
to kelieve all the reſt ; and to look upon 
Moſes as the Miniſter of God, who would 
reveal himſelf to Men : fince the Laws of 
Nature once Vielated, ſuffice to teach us, 
and make us ſee, that there is ſomething 
above Nature ; and never Man before Je- 
ſus Chriſt, appeared fo. viſibly to have 
been entruſted with the power of that 
Lord of Nature, as this Man that we 

{peak of. _ 
© 26. It may be ſome will rather chuſe 
to ſay, That in truth it is impoſlible, that 
-Mefes ſhould have deceived the Fews, bur, 
Fhat t-may very well be, that they them- 
ſelves have helped on the Cheat, and that 
. "they may have toked upon thas heap of 
Miracles. ( as fabulous as they were ) as a 
thing that might make them to be admired 
by other Nations. But in truth there is 
' Nothing; but the deſire of deviſing to-ones 

ſelf ſome ground of doubting, what ever 
it be, that. could produce ſuch & —_— | 
ica 


ſtical ſuppoſition z for of all the ſuppoſt- 
' tions that Infidelicy could fuggeſt, this 
certainly is the moſt undefentible. We 
ſhall ſhow by and by, that this people 
could not have contributed their help to 
this Impoſture, by ſuppoſing, that pre- 
fently, or ſome time after Moſes his 
Death, and the Law being already eſta» 
blithed amongſt them, ſonie new Upſtarr 
deviſed fuch a ſtrange way to make them 
conſiderable and fartious in the World ; 
and by proving, that their Love to their 
Nation would have been fo far from if>-.. 
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ducing them to conſent to it, as that it 


will appear that that alone would have 
been an invincible obſtacle thereunto ; 
which is no leſs true, with reſpe& to Me- 
ſes, than it is with __ to any other. 
Bur there is yet infinitely leſs probability, 
that the firſt Fews would conſent to any 
ſuch thing ; for who could imagine that 
they would have plotted with Moſes to 
bring themſelves in Subjection to a Law, 
which they believed to be the meer pro- 
dud of his invention, and that for the. 
fame Law ( of which they had ſuch an 
opinion ) they would have ſuffered 
themſelves to be uſed fo rigotouſly,as that 
z meer omiſſion in Ceremonies ſhould be 
FR, V4 puniſh» 


R_ 7} 
puniſhed with, Death, and;:+that without 
murmuring or repining at it ? what more 
can be done or Juftered, on the account. 
of -things that are moſt ſeriouſly managed 
and believed, and that are-'found to be 
eſtabliſhed time,.out of mind? - beſides; 
that. it would be a rare ſght indeed, | to 
{ce Five or Sx Hundred "Thouſand Men 
all agreed, to report a known Falthood, 
and that none of' them all, nor of their 
Poſterity, ſhould ever contradi& it, - and 
give the reſt the Lie. | 

. 27. For there was not one of- thoſe 
Miracles, whereof every particular per- 
fon of that numerous people, -all encamp- 
ed together, could, not but have known 
_ the Falſity ( if they had been falte : ) 
and, which yet he was to-Authorize, as 
having ſeen it with his own Eyes, or as | 
Having been«done in his own, or his Fa- 
thers time ; What a work then had this 
.been for Moſes,' to-make ſure of fo man 
perſons, and eſpecially amongſt. a peopl 
_.fo difficult. to- be Governed 2 and how 

-comes it to:paſs,” that among fo many, 
\ . there ſhould not be'either ſome conceited 
'Fellow, or-ſome ſober underſtaridng man, 
that ſet himſelf to oppoſe ſucha deſign? 
whoſoever ſhould have undertaken to 4 
. £4, 
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, he muſt be very ignorant of the Na- 


ture of Man, who cannot fee that ſich 
an one would quickly have had as many 
followers as Moſes ;; or at leaſt, that he 
would have been deſirous to acquaint Po- 
ſterity with this Impoſture, and that he 
would have eaſily accompliſhed his deſire 
or- purpoſe to do fo. Ins 
| 28. Beſides, whet could be a more pro- 
per and likely means to render the Fews 
ridiculous among all Nations ; fo far was it 
from being a fit means to make them be 
admired, and how blind muſt they have 
been, not. to have ſeen this 2 for inſtance, 
what would the Zgyptians have faid con- 
cerning all thoſe Plagues, -which Moſes 
fays he brought upon thent, concernin 

that Death of all their Firſt-born, a. 
that Drowning of Pharaohs Army in the 
Sea? and how came all thoſe other Nati- 
ons \.( whom they braged to have con- 
quered inſo extraordinary a manner ) 'to 
be ſo enchanted, as to let ſo many fabu- 
lous Stories paſs in the World without 
contradiQtion, unleſs they were alfo in the 
Plot againſt themſelves, and were as real 
Enemies to, | and haters of, their own 


Fame and Glory in the World, as it is 


wagined and ſuppoſed ,- that the 


raelites 
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raelites were ridiculouſly in Love- with 
_. 29. Men may invent Fables, I confeſs, 
yet they do not carry them to that exceſs 
when they would have:them to be behe- 
- ved, andabove all, they are very careful 
to place the firſt riſe of them in far diſtant 
times, and to vail them with the obſcure 
ty and darknefs of many remote Ages. But 
as men never deſign to Paſs for knaves or 
fools, ſo they never inyent ſuch fabulous | 
' ſNories as may be gainſaid and proved falſe 
by living Witneſfes, yea by whole and 
much concerned Nations; as for initance, 
\lt had heen a pretty projet in, the Moors, 
when they were returned into Zfrica, after 
racy had been driven out of Spain, if they 
had undertaken to make the World be- 
heve, that they came out of it voluntary 
Iy by Miracles like to Moſes his Miracles, 
and that after the Mediterranian Sea hado- 
pened.it felf to make way for their paſſage, 
they ſaw it cloſe again to drown an Army 
of ? I know not how) many Thouſands df 
Mea that purſued them,and yet the deſtgn, 
weſpeak of, had been no leſs extravagant ih 
the Jews : for we muſt not repreſent; unto 
our ſelves thoſe ſo remote. times, although 
groſs or rude, as fo dark as they may ſeem 
| x0 


| (27) 


to be, in thoſe times Men heard from one 
another ; they had the ſame Intereſts, and 
| the ſame Paſſions that we have : they ſaw 
BE what they faw, and felt what was to be 
| felt as well as we do. | 
n 30. Theſe two hypotheſes then muft 
" | be abſolutely abandoned, neither was Me- 


fes an Impoſtor that deceived 'the Jews'; | 


neither were the Jews in confederacy with 
himto carry on the Plot. There remains 
nothing to be objected, but 7bat Moſes 
N49 wot the Auther of the Book that bears 
bs Name, or at leaſt, that it i but fince his 
= death, that af theſe Miracles which it con- 
f tains, have been added to it. This is un- 
beliets laſt Refuge ; but Reaſon will not 
faffer a Man that hath the leaft meafure 

of common ſenſe to take up with it. _ 
31. Although we had nothing elſe to 
certifie us that theſe are really the Books 
| of Mofes, and that we have them fuch as 
| they were penned by him, but this that 
| they bear his Name, as they themſelves 
witneſs, that they have been always at- 
tributed unto him, and that it came into 
no mans mind until now, to affirm the 
contrary ; this ſhould be enough, and be- 
cauſe of this, we could not reaſonably 
doubt of their being his, ſince we have 
na 


- 


( | 2.3\) | 
no other aſſurance that any Books written 
in former Apes. at any. conſiderable di 
ſtanee, are the Books: of thoſe Authors 
whoſe they are faid tobe. - FT; 
32. And let none fay that there are 
Books which, 'after they had paſſed for a 
time under the Name of certain Authors, 
have at laſt been found to be ſuppoſititious; 
for without entring upon the-Examination 
of that matter, I ſay that it is abſolutely 
Impoſlible that this-could: happen to'a 
Book of the greateſt-importance, to which 
.the certainty of the Authors Name is Ef- 
.ſential, and whereof 'in all Ages, Men 
.have had fo much cauſe, and fo great an 
Intereſt to examine the _— and 


Truth, for as-Truth is of ſuch a Nature; 
that all-things ( except falſhood ) agree 


With it, all things concur to Eſtabliſh it, 


-and there-1s'neither-care nor labour, that | 


can find out any thing which is able to 
overthrow it ; fo on: the contrary,  1t 1s 1m- 
poſſible, but falſhood will at laſt be found 
out, if we endeavour it: becauſe it cannot 
be, but there will be an infinite number 


of things that - are contrary-unto it : and} 


.how great ſoever be the foreſight and cun- 
ning of Impoſtors,it-is not potiible,though 
the humane: underſtanding -were not-fo 
T limited 
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| (29) | 
limited as it is, to foreſee allinconvenien- 
cies, or to ſuit and accommodate every 
thing to the preventing of- them, when 
they are foreſeen ; tor in. fine, though 
there were for that Narpoſe certain effects, 
whereof men were - Maſters, and had the 
diſpoſal, It is-cettain that there 1s alſo an 
infinite number of things,which they have 
no power at-all-to diſpoſe of ; to be able 
to prevent all things that might diſcover 
their forgery, they.muſt be-in a conditi- 
on to diſpoſe of things preſertt. and to come; 
to change the order of all things, and in 


2 word: to command the: - Nature, the 


wits and wills of men at their pleaſure. 

 _33-. But beſides this, we have yet in- 
comparably - more: and ſtronger proofs of 
the Books of Moſes, than there are of any 
other Books; - Other Books are in few 
peoples hands, and there are not. many; 


| Who think themſelves concerned: in thems 


thoſe that are-:concerned- in; them; do bur 
ſeldom -mjnd them, or their Intereſt in 
them, and even that Intereſt can be-bur. 
comparatively of {mall importance. Bur 


the Books. we ſpeak of, are. of - a muck 


different nature ; they have always been 
12 the hands .of a _ whole great Nation; 
they haye-been the object of. their conti=- 
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nual meditation : and ſincethey were the 
foundation of their Religion, and rhat @ 
Religion which abhiors lying and deeek 
ving, how eould they have ſautfered them- 
felves to be impoſed upon in the matte? 
of the Aurhors name, and the Book it 
felf to be: cort by the addition of $6 
many Fables? or could it be done' without 
their knowledg ; yes, and who durſt be 
© bold as ever to attempt it? 
-  34- Let mentake a full view of that 
rodigious Series of Miracles wrought it! 
_ F#gypt, andin the WilderneG, and thenfl : 
jadge impattiatly,wherher theſe are things IN « 
thar could be inferted into 'a Book, and il | 
yet that Book be made to paſs for the O- I | 
tiginal. This is the moſt that could bei | 
done to ſome inconſiderable Book which || 1 
thould fall into the hands but of @ few |f 
perfoms, and with fome particular NMirzele | 

C 


pretended'to have been wrought before a 
* witnefſes ; and moreover; we ſee: that 
fach things do nor ſpread” far ,, nor laft 
tong ; they are ſcarcely fooner forged, but 
they begin ts be queſtioned, in fo-much that 
in time they come to be regarded by none, 
bur the fample people, whobetieve by the 
Faith of the next mreuder; and ds not f6 
much. as. think of getting clear and cer-£Þ t 


tain 
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T0939) | 
tain notions of the leaſt thing, inthe World, 
But there-is nothing upon Earth clear, if 
this be. not , that ſuch things could nat 
happen to ſuch a. Book, as we have de» 
ſcribed this to be. ;;] might as well fay 
that it would be no hard matter to infert 
pow into the New Teſtament an Hiſtory 
as long, and as: conſiderable , as that of 


Abſes his Miracles in Zgypr and the Wile 


derngſs : and how ridiculous ſoever this 
ſuppoſition appeareth_to be, I know not 
whither it was not yet more diſheult te 
infert fuch fabulous ſtories into the Books 
of Maes ; ſince the Jews had at leaſt as 
high an. efteem for their Sacred Books . of 
the Law, as we have for eurs of the Go- 
{pel, and there were none among them 
whoſe | moſt near and natural -Jntereft it 


was net to know what they. contained, 


| had it been only that they might.learn 


haw te, fave: themelves from that death 
whichthey were to ſuffer without reprieve, 
upont failure of the. performance of ſome 
duties, preſcribed by their Law. 

- 35- But that which invincibly proves 
the falſhood of this ſuppoſition, 1s this, 
That there -are. ig a, manner-two' Hiſtories 
of Moſes: the one- written ia: the Book 


Chat hears his name, the other as 1t were | 


En- 
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( 3») 
| Engraven« on the Ceremonies and T.aw'sob- 
ſerved by the Jews, the praQtice whereof 
is living Witneſs in-behalf of the- Book 
which Inſtituted them, ' and even in behalf 
of the moſt ' wonderful. things which- it 
contains ; for the greateſt part of 'rthoſe 
moſt aſtoniſhing Miracles were repreſent- 
ed by the Ceremonies,” and by the other 
things which belonged to the Worſhip of 
the Jewiſh Religion ; 'the Pot 'of : Manna 
kept in the Ark, was a ſtanding Monu- 
ment of the | Miraculous Food, . where- 
with God fed that People in the Wilder- 
neſs ; - Aarons Rod that 'Budded, ' was a 
Monument of the way, :how- God" ; CON- 
firmed unto' him the Office of/ High- 
Prieſthood ;arid the Tables of the'Cove- 
nant, were a Memorial of that which'is 
Recorded: in Pxodus, concerning the eſta- 
bliſkment of the: Law; the Sacrifice of 
the Paſchal Lamb, the Ceremony of Un-' 
leavened-Bread , the: aſſigning 'of "the' 
Fribe of Levy unto the- Miniftry- of the 
Temple , did repreſent - the” deſtroying] 
Angels paſſing over '/ the Houſes ' of 
the 7raelires, the Death of --the'Firſt-" 
born of the'Z#gyprians,” and” the 'delive- 
france of thoſe of the” Fracletes. - The. 
brazen PLitos which were. faſtned to, and 
| covered 
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covered the Altar, were a memorial of the 


Death of thoſe audacious Levites, who 
willfully contended with Aarons Race for 
the Prieſthood ; in. fine, the - Ark, the 
Tabernacle, all the different Miniftries of 
the Prieſts and Levites, all the Ceremo- 


_ nies of the Sacrifices and Purifications, all 


the-Laws, the ' Afſignation of the Coun- 
try beyond Fordan to the two Tribes of 
Reuben-and Gad , and'to the half Tribe of 
Manaſſe ; . the Cities of Refuge for ſuch 
as: ſhould happen - to flay'a Man unwit- 
tingly, all 'the& things, I fay, which it 
would be as Ridiculous to deny, as to pre-. 
tend that there never was any Jew in the 
World, have a neceſlary reſpect unto, 
and connexion with the Books of M ſes: 
and Invincibly prove that they could not 
have been written ſince his time. | 
36. For otherwiſe, either: all that we 
have been [now diſcourſing of,: muſt: alſo 
have been Eſtabliſhed ſince Moſes, anch 
after the Publiſhing of the Books aſcribed 
unto: him ; or elſe having been Eſtabliſhed 
by. Moſes by word of Mouth, and without 
any. Book, ſome other body muſt have' 
written thoſe Books, and accommodateg- 
them to the Ceremonies 'and Laws whidh 
were already inuſe, adding thereunto thoſe 


+, 00 
Miracles, the more to engige-the;People 
unto the obſervance of that Law. But all 
this is ſo far void of all probability, that 
there was never any till now, that durſt 
1n earneſt aſkert-it, | E218] 

37. How could it be faid;: for example, 
that the Pentateuch was written and pubs 
liſhed long after the Death -of Moſes, and 
that it cauſed the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Law and Worſhip of the Jewzſþ Religion 
which it contains ? Then 1t- muſt be ſaid 
alſo, that the Ark and Tabernacle, which 
2re the Foundations of that: Religion, were 
not- made till long after Mofes, and till 
that Book had been publiſhed ; but this is 
2 thing abſolutely impoſſible ; for all the 
Fews firmly believed that their Ark and 
Tabernacle were made by Moſes, as'that 
Book relates,and it is not conceivable why! 
or oft what account they could have taken 
up ſach an opinion, if they had made 
them both themſelves, after they had ſee 
and recived that: Book, which 15 now ſups 
poſed = to' have. appeared in the World, 
cill a long time-after Moſes ; 1t would! 
be doubtleſs one!of the prettieſt things 11 
the World, and the moſt unparalleld; eis 
ther that this Book having'been compiled 
all at once, and beforchand with. that pro+ 
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digious number of' Ceremonies andoLaws, 
as already in uſe, they ſhould afterwards 
have been Inſtituted"and fetled ; or: that 
being compiled by degrees, and according 
as allthoſe things were Inftituted and Efla- 
bliſhed, it ſhould always have had (as they 
fay) a retraQive .effe&t .or influence, and 
have wrought backwards, fo as to cauſe 
each of thoſe Inſtitutions to be Aſcribed 
unto Moſes. 2158) 2 

38. Likewiſe, how could this People, 
who at their firſt Imbracing of this Law, 
muſt at'leaft have known that it was not 
true that it had been in uſe amongſt them 
ever ſince Moſes his time, and that there 
had been a continued Succeſſjonof Priefls 
ever ſince Aar## ; how, I fay, could th's 
People have been able to perfwade them= 
felves- Univerſally to believe, that what 
was preſcribed by that Book had always 
| been practiſed amongſt them ;' and that 
the Prieſts whom it Ordained had received 
their Miniſtry from Aarey by an _uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion. And finally, how up- 
on the ſame principle could all the other 
Tribes and Familtes have ſuffered - the 
Tribe of Levy, and Race of Aaron to ap- 
propriate unto themſelves all the pri- 
vaedges belonging to the Pricfthood, 
| D and 
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Miracles, the more to engage-the-People 
unto the obſervance of that Law. Bur all 
this is ſo far void of all probability, that 
there was never any till now, that durſt | 
1n earneſt aſſert it, In 9t+n.298 
37. How could it be faid;: for example, 
that the Pentateuch was written and pub» 
liſhed long after the Death of Moſes, and 
that it cauſed the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Law and Worſhip of the Jewiſþ Religion 
which it contains ? Then it muſt be faid 
alſo, that the Ark and Tabernacle, which 
2re the Foundations of that Religion, were 
not- made till long after Moſes, and till 
that Book had been publiſhed ; but this 1s 
2 thing abſolutely impoſſible ; for all-the 
Fews firmly believed that their Ark and 
Tabernacle were made by Moſes, as'that 
Book relates,and it is not conceivable why: 
or oft what account they could have taken 
up ſach an opinion, if they had made! 
them both themſelves, after they had ſeen 
and recived that Book, which 15 now ſup- 
poſed not to: have appeared in the Works, 
cill a Jong [time after Moſes ; 1t would! 
be doubtleſs one/of the prettieſt things 1m. 
the World, and the moſt 'unparalle[d; eis 
ther that this Book having:been compiled 
all at once, and beforchand with. that pros 
| »Y digious 
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digious number of' Ceremonies and-Laws, 
as already in uſe, they ſhould” afterwards 
have been Inſtituted" and ſetled ; or: that 
being compiled by degrees, and according 
as allthoſe things were Inftituted and Efla- 
bliſhed, it ſhould always have had (as they | 
fay) a retraQive effe&t or influence, and 
have wrought backwards, fo as to.cauſe 
each of thoſe Inſtiturions to be Aſcribed 
unto Moſes.” | AL 

38. Likewiſe, how could this People, 
who at their firſt Imbracing of this Law, 
muſt at'leaft have known that it was nor 
true that it had been in uſe amongſt them 
ever ſince Moſes his time, and that there 
had been a continued Succeſſion of Pricfls 
ever ſince Aar## ; how, I fay, could ths 
People have been able to perſwade them- 
felves- Univerſally to believe, that what 
was preſcribed by that Book had always 
| been prattiſed amongſt them ;/ and that 
the Prieſts whom it Ordained had received 
their Miniſtry from Aares by an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion. And finally, how up- 
on the ſame principle could all the other 
Tribes and Families have ſuffered - the 
Tribe of Levy, and Race of Aaron to ap- 
propriate unto themſelves all the pri= 
valedges belonging. to the. Priefthood, 
| We - 2 and 
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and: to! the Office::of the, High Prieſt? 
/'39.. There 1s no leſs abſurdury: in the 
other:Suppoſition, to! wit, that-the Law 
having, been given. by Moſes by: word of 
Mouth; was preſerved for a-tiume among. 
the: Jews by means of Tradition only, and 
that afterwards thoſe who committed it 
to: writing added thereunto all thoſe Mi- 
racles. ' For beſides that, even this would 
be a kind of Miracle, and a thing very 
hard.to conceive, that that People ſhould 
have' received a Law ſo ftrict and ſevere as 
that was, from a Man who had done no- 
thing extraordinary, for proving that he 
had 't from God ; how could it be, that 
 Moſis, who doubtleſs had the uſe of 
writing, ſhould have omited a thing fo 
neceſſary, and not 'have committed ro 
writing a Law that contained ſo many. - 
Obfervztions, ſo many Ceremonies, and 
ſo. many Rules, that it was neceſlary.to 
have it always before ones Eyes, for fear 
of failing in ſome or other point,of du- 
ty preſcribed by it. 

4% And indeed we. learn alſo from the 
Book it felt, that Myſes did not fail to 
commit. it to writing. Aafes ( as it is 
faid;, Dext. 31. 9, TO,'II, I2, 13. ) wrote 
this Law, , and delivered it unto the Prieſts 

1 8-3 "80> 
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' the Sons. of Levy p-—and wnto- all the Ek 


on the Mount ; it the Fews - then. had--re- 
ceived that Law'from himonly by word of 
Mouth; how, could they have,ever received 
a. Book which ſhould have. contained a.Lie 
ſogroſs &.evident ? and, which ſhould.have 
carried jt 15-an expreſs, order from God, 

which their Law-giver.had not obeyed -- 
41, That very Order;- tread the, Law 
every. Seventh. Year, ., at, the FeaſtpE,'Ti- 
bernacles, as having been- given by: Moſes, 
doth further clearly. ſhow, - that it could 
not. have been changed, nor corrupted: 
far it would have been jmpoſlible. for {uch 
corruptions not to-have, been diſcovered, 
or that: being diſcovered, they ſhould have 
been ſuffered. by. a People, devoted:to that 
Law,: and-whoſe devout SyubjeCtion, £0'it 
was- grounded--upon their, believing, it .to 
be of God; and written-by Moſes 3, be- 
ſides, that: thoſe Miracles: being moſt viſt- 
ble to the-Eye, © ſcattered throughont the 
| D 7 Books, 
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Books, repeated in'divers pldces of them; 
and finked with the" prineipal-rranſactions 
thefein Recorded, -there had been a neceſ 
Ly of making 2 new Book to take them 
m*;! and'nor meerly to'alter,” fof that pur- 
poſe;” 5h old Book which: had been: alreds 
oy: received.” 

"42 The InfideF-then my yet ones 
© more return to that pretended vain-glo 
© tous humor'of 'the Jewiſh Nation, and 
< maintain, that'the Jews could eaſily ſafs 
4 fer this falſification : andthar they were 
"even glad: that all'thoſe Miracles were 
< 2dded to their Law, and that -their 

« Chronicles, wete filled with them, : 77 
43; "This "hight have ſome ptobability, 
if the: ty | 
of 'Oivif or Polirical coriceramient-; as for 
eximple, The Romans could have been 
cotitent; that: one ſhould! have told theny, 
that they! were; the 'Off-fpring of Anda, 
#@t may be the French wolild be well 
'etiough Le 7 'that one ſhonld derive 
hai inal from the 7rij:nz%- theſe are 
thiigs- ich pksfe ſome "Mens Fancies, 
and/riay pals withidin contradiftion, rt be- 
ihg 1o-Bodies intereſt to oppoſe them: and 
they/'do' not interfer witty other things 
that have been eſtabliſhed, ' and Nedfaſtly 


believed, 


Tas 


bdieved, time-out of - mind, and that are 
looked ypon-as the only conſiderable. But 
as touching theJews,a People ſo devoted to 


their Rehgton, fo faithful Obſervers of the - 


{caſt Tradittons, and to-whom lying was 
ſo ſeverely forbidden, this ſuppoſition is 
alto her {One any ' appearance of 
truth. 1 

44- "= or 1 cannor believe, that the Infi- 
dels-/[boldneſs! to deny -any thing that 
makes againſt. them, - dare adventure fo 
tar, as to diſpute all the-Evidence we have 
_ of 'the Jews Zeal for their Religion ; ſince 
cven yer tathis day, they have ſo great 
a. veneration” for that Law, that though 
they: have been diſperſed: above theſe Six- 
teen Hundred Years, and ſee no accom- 
phAment.of what was promiſed to them, 
nbtwithſtanding. they: obſerve it 1tull as 
far as they can,-/ with the fame ſtrictneſs, 
as; they: did: at. firſt, and wait continually 
for the fulfilling of thoſe-promiſes ; how 
improbable is: 3t then; \Qhad they ſhould . . 
have ſuffered that which they looked up- 
on as Gadis own word, to be mixed and 
blended with-fuch a fearfyl multitudes of 
Lies, rendering themſelves thereby uns 
Sorthy-of -Divine-Prote&ion, and liable 


fo. be convicted -of Impoſture by "the 
| D 4 | Neigh» 
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Neighbouring Nations? would not-this 
have been a venturing to: loſe all for to 
e1in nothing ? 

45. This might ſuffice to ronvitce all 
underſtanding/and ſober Men ;' © but if 
© ſome woutd yet inſiſt upon | the Fews 
<, love for their Nation, :and pretend thar 
< the deſire of being admired, might have 
« induced them'to permit”. and promote 
* this Impoſture ; let us ſee» whether; it 
be not quite contrary, and whether there 
be the leaſt probability, that'they' belie- 
ved they could advance their own Reputa> 
tion by the things contained m that Book; 
which ſeem ſo thameful tothe Nation in 
general ; andthough all had been for the 
publick good, let us ſee whether it be 
credible , that: particular Perſons, and 
whole Families, would have willingly 
Sacrificed themſelves, and their Intereſls 
unto it : eſpecially conſidering, that no- 
thing did conſtrain them ; and that having 
nothing to do but to invent, - 1t was -in 
their choice to take what way they pleaſ- 
ed, and to ſecure the Intereſts of all, with- 
out” provokmn __-_ ſo many people to diſco- 
ver their Fra . 

46. Had they only mentioned' fuck 

things as might have contributed to their 


Foe 


(4x) F 
Honour, as thoſe great Miracles, which 
are an Evidence of Gods moſt ſpecial Pro- 
tection, it had been abundantly ſufficient 
for their deſign, without inventing ſome 
things, which it was ſo many Peoples In- 
tereit ro oppoſe, and other things which 
doexpoſe that Nation to ſo great contempt. 
47. For inſtance, what is there more 
miferably- baſe, than the Fears and Mur- 
murihgs of this People, occafioned by the 
bitter Waters of *Marah, by the want of 
Food; 'and by the Thirſt they ſuftered in 
Rephidim'?, they are hardly ſooner come 
oar of z#gypt, but they forger all thoſe 
great things, Which they would make the 
World beheve, that their God had there 
done for them? they think they are for- 
ſaken and' betrayed; 'and complain, that 
they are treacherotifly brought out of a 
Countrey , "where they lived at eaſe , 
( though 'they were Captives and Slaves 
in it”) to deſtroy them in the Wilderneſs : 
they Queſtion® the Power and ProteCtion 
of that God, who had ſo eminently- ap- 
peared for them; "and are ready to Re-- 
bel againſt that very Man, who they be- 
lieved, was choſen'by God to deliver them; 
now 1s not this the ſhametulleſt and great- 
eſt weakneſs imaginable ? is- not + this the 
AD | higheſt 
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hig aan bath. to .their. God; 


toMoſes their Guide and Captaintwhat 
could their cryelleſt Enemies haye i 1nvents 
ed mare diſhqnourable to them ? and why 
could imaging, that to make themſelyes 
— all. the World over, and tocauſe 
Men to believe, they , were the beloved 
People of God, it ſhould ever. have enter- 
ed into their thoughts, | to paint out-and 
repreſent, themſelves ſo.light and.uncony 
ſlant, ſo.unfaithful and-ſoaþfurd, that du+ 
zing the ſpace, of Forty, Years, wherein 
they. Fed (as themſelves lay.) upon meat 
fent dw from. Heaven ,.-.there paſſed 
hardly a, Day. on. whichy ghey , werecnos 
heard to.cry.like little. Ghildren,, [40d-, (9 


WI with 'Lears,.;it they were Yet Slaves 1 'Y 


Agypt, _ that. tiny; night, fl theirBellie 


with Oniongand Leghpo oa-ra1; 019 ors 


48 o The - whale.!Five-. Bgoks of Maſe) 


PIFG.-OUT, - £0" r ECOURE! [all 
malt be anal copy and all the F aults of 


this People, for therein ighaxdlynan F 
thing to be legn ; one, would think-rhey 
had been.refolved to make. their Wicked: 
nels keep even page,! With the Grace: 
Favors.of their, God 5 almoſt upon logs 
HOG they. Rebelled? inſt their Lead» 
&; and.were ſearce: lelyered irom-ofi9 
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J adginent , "when they \brought upon 
themſelves anothier :- nothing could hin- 
der vhis angovernable People from falling 
continually: into the fame Crimes; not 
the example of -the: Three T houſand Men, 
whom the Sons of. Levy flew by the 
commond of Moſes, to puniſh them for 
their,: Idolatry.; :nor the. Fire and Plague 
from:the:Lord, which in Two Days time 
deſtwoyed niearF itteen Thouſand Men for 
their Sedition-; \nor the dreadful Judgmenr 
of :the' FieryeSerpents; nor the 'Tremen- 
dons Prmiſhment: inflicted upon them for 
their: mixing with | the Daughters of the 
Mydianites, on _— _ rw oſes cauſed 
to hangup all the Heads oi: them againſt 
the Sun, :and:T'wenty Four: Thouſand of 
the People died:bythe Plague:?: Js! 

49. But'to'fay” all in ane —_, non 
can be:maginediniore ſtrange, and more 

diſgraceful; to their Memory,' than that 
nnenb Apoſtacy:which happened,” when 
"Moſes iwas-uipon Mount Sing; and when 
thoſe; Mad Peoptectorced: faromgo make 
them a Galden-Calf, and :t6 offer Sacri- 
fice unto it, '8S"1fi it Had/been unto' their 
Gb2 Ler call the circumſtances of this 
Ator be well weighed,” and it will un- 
ye: as [that ia a” 
8&Ve 


TN © - 
dave declared themſelves capable of - tall 
ing into ſuch'a Crime,” in by ſo:dai 
Convicted themſelves of all Vices ation 

_andchiefly. of Sottiſhneſs and: Tenn 
EF: They: tell us that they were —_— 

out of an” Enemies! Countrey;: by: the 
greateſt and moſt unconceivable wonders 
that  can-be imagined; :; infomuch, thar 
there:15 hardiy a moment of / time:menty- 
-onediin alttheir Hiſtory, #2 which'thd Al 
mighty Arm of their. God doth not +viſk 
bly appear'; this their God Pardonsthem 
all their Murmurings,:: ;and-all their 2Wn- 
faithfulnefſes,-and- inſtead-,of 1 Puniſhirig 
'their Diſtruſt, -he Provides for them Mear 
andDrink,(: in-places where therechad: ne- 
ver-beeratly before;candatisfies mo 
loweſt andigraſeſt of theiridefires; i -:!; 

50. Nevertheleſs, |\m-the ;time when 
they knew, that: their: Dellverer: and-Guide 
1s:on the Mount with-that fame.God;;;|to 
meceive/his Orders about\the! Government 
of 'them; a:panick::artd' aridiculons Fear 
ſeafes upon-ther-:: 'the#:cannor: patiently 

bear'Mof6s his (0: long/abſende,) and with 
out : knowmg:iwell wherefore;: they -de 
anand:of2:4a708,, a vititeGodto gabe 
tore them | they faraey him/to | make 'a 
Golden-Galf, which they:det: up' _ AN 
9VR8 : car: 
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Altar $: they : call it the God! which 
brought them-+olit: of Egypt! , and 
give: to this pretty Deity, | made of 
Ear-rings,. the fame Honors; and the fame 
Thankſgivings, \wyhich they owed, and 
had betore 4» often given unto the true 
God, Creator of+ Heaven and/Earth, who 
had choſen them oub of all Mankind for 
his ſpecial Favorites” 

51. Truly, they muſt inde: loſt: the 
uſe. ol; their Reaſon, who can think that 
this People have ſuffered this Narrative of 
the Golden-Calf to be added to their Hi= 
ſtory, and that they have done itto make 
themſelves to be admired and eſteemed by. 
other Nations ; could they imagine that 
their Glory--and Renown was imperfe&t 
without this, to make up the detects of 
it ; and 1s it not on | the contrary a dif- 
grace, which can never ke rubbed off, and 
tor which, their Poſterity will blame them 


| for. ever ? And 1s it not rather, one of 


the greateſt Miracles in the World; that 
this; A&tion of theirs could ever come to 
our knowledg, and that-the whole Jewsfh 
Nation haye not done their utmoſt, utter- 
ly toaboliſh the Memory of it» fo far 
muſt we ſuppoſe the- Fews to:have' been 
from 1 — it . againſt: EY or” 
rom 
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from ſuffering to -be added unto ſo mariy 
things, which would have made them de+ 
ſervedly enough to/ be: admired and” e- 
ſeemed, an Hiſtorical Narrative, which 
covers them with \Perpeamab godly 


...__t So we ſee, thar Foſephus, who 
was far more tender of the $6.98 of his 
Nation, hath choſen rather to expoſe him- 
felf unto the reproach of having violated 
the Laws of Hiſtory, .by ſupprelling this 
publick Critne commutted by the'Jews in 
the Wilderneſs, - than to expoſe them to 
_ the contempt and ſcorn of the World, by 
reciting it. 

53. Moreover, how could be added to 
this Hiſtory , the Rebellion of Corah, 
which is a thing fo injurious to all his 
Poſterity ? was their not cauſe tv tear, 
leaft ſome one or other of his Family 
ſhould have diſcovered the Falſhood of it, 
to waſh off the ſtain of it from them- 


ſelves 2 why muſt . Corahs Family bear 


that Mark of Infamy, rather 'than'- any 
other ? - did they caſt Lots for it ?. was'1t 
a thing ſo neceſfary, that they could not 
Spent with it? and is it not manifeſt, 
that if. it had'been _a'Fiction, the w hole 


Race 1 m one Eo and with one conſent, 
woulc 


47) © 
would have oppoſed it, ad defired the 
Authors of that Table, to: look our for 
ſome otHMer -Embelliſhment to ther Hiftos 
r 
i But if the laſt words. of Moſes be 
conſidered, 'where he Denounces againſt 
them: fo maniy Curſes, "Threatens them 
with ſo many: Calamittes, | and after he 
had ' upbraided_ them with all their Uti- 
faithfulneſs,: further Declares, Thar they 
would do the ſame things anew, . and for 
the Puniſhment thereof, ſhould fall into 
remedilefs Miſery and Diftreſs ; -that they! 
ſhould be run-down by their Enemies, 'and 
reduced to the utmoſt Extrenuty, evert 
to the eating of their own Children ; 
that their Cities ſhould be deſtroy ed , 
their Wives and Daughters ſhould be Ra- 
viſhed, their Sacrifices ſhould be Abolifh- 
ed, and finally, that they ſhould be led 
Captives, and diſperſed through all the 
Earth, ro be deſpiſe and abhorred by o- 
ther Nations: if all this; :T ſay, be con» 
fidered, I know not what a Man he muſt 
be, who imagins that this People could ' 
have Confp wt with any Man, be who he 
will, has ſhould have fo grievoully dil- 
pleaſed them. 

_ 55. Bur it is above all to. be obs 
| Z ſerved, 


' 
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ſerved, that theſe are not the Diſcourſes 
only of a Man, that would frighten his 
followers, and bare Threatnings 6f Miſe- 
ries which were to befall the Jews, cnly 
in caſe they ſhould groſly _— their 
Law ; for if they ſeem conditional in 
ſome places, - they are in others, poſitive 
and abſolute Propheſies, foretelling that 
they ſhould really tranſgreſs their Law, 
as they have groſly done, and that all 
thoſe Miſeries thould light upon them, as 
in effect it is come to paſs ; how impro- 
 bable then is it, that the Fews ſhould have 
been fo ſimple, or rather ſo ſenſeleſs, as to 
ſuffer Propheſies of that Nature, to be 
added to their Hiſtory ; and that for the 
advancement of rhe Glory of their Nati- 
on, they ſhould have conſented to a thing 
Which could .never but turn to their 
ſhame and diſgrace ? for could not they 
clearly ſee, that if thoſe Propheſies werc 
found to be falſe, their Religion would be 
accounted an Impoſture, and they would 
inevitably loſe the Reputation , which 
they might otherwiſe have acquired, by 
all the reſt of the wonderful Events men- 
tioned in their Hiſtory ?. or that if they 
chanced to fall really into thoſe Miſeries 
foretold, they would be accounted: = 
wor 


wort of!' Men: and inflead of comfort, 
cauld-txipett nothing þut blame, from all 
the: Ward,” - for having tallen into; thoſe 
Calamines. which they were warned. of, 
and for having fallen into them tor no: 0« 
ther exafe;” Hut for breaking. the Law and 
Covenaitt: ob /their God, whereby they 
drew down, his Wrath and Indignation 
uponthemifelves, and their Poſterity. 

' 56. Thus then it appears, that when 
Men have given, the, greateſt liberty ito 
their Fancy, it can produce nothing but 
Chymerical and: groundleſs Suppoſitions. 
Meſes did not deceive the Fews,, he could 
have no ſach deſign, and though he had 
had fuch a deſign, yet it was umpoflible 
for him ta have compaſſed it by the ways 
and meafures he took : neither. did the 
Jews combine with him to deceive their 
Poſterity, and all the other Nations of 
the World : nor was it any new Upſtart, 
who to make them believe what he pleaſs 
ed, made uſe of ſich things as he found 
eftablifhed and' practifed amongſt . them; 
either by Tradition, or by Writing : and 
it was as impoflible, that the Fews ſhould. 
have Confpired in this Impoſture with a= 
ny other, as it was, thatthey ſhould have 
gone it with Moſes. 


= --. 57. Here 
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Uere on have ſome "ſmall of 
hs may b 5 ſaid- on this great + ret 
for it is not to be thought, that the: proofs 
which the Pentzateuch affords.of itstruth; 
can be fully drawn forth : the ' more we 
meditate on it; the more Evidence we ſill 


find of its Divine Original, for ifis an in- 


exhauſtible Spring of Light ; | and with- 
out being at the pains to unfold and ſet 


them forth, if we read the Book it ſel f 


we cannot. but feels or ſenſibly perceive, . 


that the Language it ſpeaketh, is not the 
Language of Men, - nor the produdt of 


their Wit : That nothin g is further re- 


moved from the Methods, not only of 


 Impoſtors and Deceivers, but alſo of the 
 Prudent. and Wile Men of the. World ; 
That it'is of a moſt peculiar character, 
and altogether different from that of Men 
_ ating by their own Spirit : and that 
therein are not to be ſeen, either thecom- 
mon paſſions, or the ordinary intereſts of 
Men, or the drifts of prudence and fore- 
- calt, "which may eaſily be ſeen in other 
' Books that are of humane compoſure : 
. and in fine, it may be ſenſibly perceived 


thatit'is impoſſible for any to put of the 


Man fo far, as were neceſfary tor, the pro- 
duction of ſuch a work, wherein fo little 


of Mat appears - | +- 5$58.Ne- 
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- $8.- Nevertheleſs this Book is 1h being, 
we have'it m our hands,” atid it was not 
made by. chance : It hath been, and yet 
is the greateſt and moſt conſiderable ob- 
ject that ever was in the World, during 
the ſpace of above Two Thouſand Years, 
the moſt ſingular and famous People in 
' the World, | have been fo devoted to it, 
and enamoured of it, that they have ne- 
ver ſuffered it to be out of their ſight : 
from this People it is come into the hands 
of Chriſtians, that is to'fay, it 1s ſpread 
abroad through the whole Univerſe-;z- and 
after Sixteen Handred Years, theſe Two- 
fort of People, irreconcileable Enemies to 
one another, do yet look upon it with the 
fame Veneration, diſpute the one againſt 
the other for the true meaning of it, ant 
both of them find in it, the original Title 
of that Right which they pretend to. have 
unto the Heavenly Inheritance, in which: 
both of them believe, that the reft of 
Mankind have no- part or portion. 
59. Who then dare be bold to fay, that 

it is free forhim to ſtand Neuter, and not 
to concern himſelf in a - matter of this 
Importance, nay, who that rightly. con- 
ſiders it, - can hinder himſelf from being 
concerned ? who j5 there tnat can let this- 
| | E 3 _ - Boos 
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::00k paſs as it is, not caring to. know 
whether it be true or falſe, as.it it were.a 
thing, whereof the truth. were-unſearcha-: 
ble and indifferent ? or who ſhall dare de- 
ſperately to run-counter unto-ſfuch abuny 

ance of truth and light, as that So 
Book holds forth, and without ether help, 
than that of his own Fancy, and wretchs, 
ed Reaſon, to Determine, from the bot- 
tom of that dark Dungeon, where Na- 
ture hath confined him, that there is- no: 
Being in the whole Univerſe, able to work 
fo many Miracles, and thar they are' but: 
fo many Fables and Viſions ? . 
Go. But the reaſon why ſome perſons 
are not moved and afteted with: theſe 
proofs, which are ſo ſenſible unto others, 
s becauſe their Intereſt and their Paſſions 
have ſb much command of them, that 
they ſee other things but by halves. This 
is the true Spring ot all the Doubts that are 
moved againſt Religion, becauſe there is re- 
M#ly nothing ſs contrary to their Luſts, as 
the manner of Life which it preſcribes ; 
and fo it is no ways difficult, to conceive: 
thar Mens Luſts ſhould oppoſe a thing 
which. doth direaly fight againſt them, 
and can never be eſtablithed but by their 
Extirpation and: Rune; 

| 6t- And 
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6x. And indeed this may well be fo, on 


| the accoynr of the contrariety that is 'be- 


tween Religion, and Mens Laſts, fince 
we ſee the like even in natural things ; 
and if ſometimes the meer imagination | 
of a thing, which Men do not at all like, 
( though at be impoſſible the thing ſhould 
ever come. to paſs ) makes them A, as 
if they. really doubted it would come to 
paſs, even when they cannot really doubt; 
how much; more may the orion for- 
laking of. all that is dear and near to Men 
inthe World, be apt to blind them, and 
to make,.them doubt. of Religion, unto 
the belief of which, the Heart and Will 
mult. contribute no leſs than the Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, 

62, To givean 5 there is awell 
kagwn P, of great Wit, and of Eat 
Judgment, but ſo much afraid of Deat 
Ks being one Day asked, if he wa 
not lay lys Lite, that there is ſuch a City 
as Rome ? though the gain were ſmall to- 
be got by the wager, | freely anſwered, 

\ That he would not ; now certainly ſuch 
@ doubt as that there. may not be ſuch 
a- City as. Rome, never came into his 
- thoughts before, and if the propoſal had 
been made to him "om any other vers, 
E 3 __ ran 
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than the laying-down of this Life, it had 
not been poſſible for him to*Hizve- made 
the leaſt Mefitation at the matter : bur as 
ſoon as the Tdea+ of Death- preſented it 
ſelf to his mind, -it wholy took up. liis 
thoughts ; all the Evidences: he had to 
prove it impoilible, - for Rome not to be, 
vaniſhed and came to nothing : and if 
there did not ariſe in his mind a formal 
doubt, that all which hath been faid for 
the exiſlence of Rowe may be- falſe, at 
leaſt there came ſomething into: his head, 
or rather into his heart, which made hith 
A%t, as if he had indeed doubted 'of 
Romes .exiftence. -© OO PC JE 

63. I know very well, no Man will 
confeſs, that addiftedneſs to Pleaſures, or 
love af Lite; can thus far blind-him+*;-and 
that every one pretends his dbtibts, are ve- 
ry ſincere, and that the averſion - he hath 
from believing the things of | Religion, 

Froceeds only tram his Reaſorrand Undet- 
anding ; 'neither- is it good 'to preſs 
Men upon this point , - fince we-cannot 
make them to ſee that in their our own 
hearts, which they ſee not- there of them- 
telives: for the motions'of the Heart or 
" Will, are not/ hike the motions. of the 
Head or Undeftanding. Theſe of the 
| US .- Head 
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_ Head ariſe, either by degrees, anda Se- 
ries of ratiocinations, or. elſe by a 'cer- 
tain quick and clear light, which makes 
us: take up our * Reſolutions, and: fall to 
AQtion; and 1t is not poffible that this 
ſhould be unknown to us, and that we 
ſhould not. feel it. But now as for that 
which we do by the Byaſs of the Hearr, 
it is far otherwiſe; for there it is certain 
Springs hidden in us, and Born with us, 
which prompt us to this cr that, withour 
proceeding in-a diſcurſiverway of Reafon- 
ing, and almoſt without our knowledg ; 
and hence it comes to paſs, that except 
we refle&t frequently and attentively up- 
en the motions of the Heart, and timely 
accuſtom our ſelves ſo to do, it 15 almoſt 
impoſſible not to be deceived in Judging 
of them ; for the Heart ('if one may fo 
fay ) doth ſo-mix it ſelf with the Rea- 
fon,” or ' rather doth fo much maſter it, 
that | it becomes the principle of all :the 
 Aatons,--yetfo as it 15 ſcarcely perceived 
to have any influence upon them. _: - 
-,.64. But let ſuch doubting Perſons, | at 
leaſt acknowledg,: that they do not do all 
thats in their-power to get a clear Reſo- 
lution of their Doubts : which muſt needs 
be from ſome-defe& in the Will ; they 
| RD will 
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will cafily grant this, if they have the || 


leaſt meaſure of. ſincerity, fince they ean- 
_ notdeny, but that the whole Life-rume of 
Man ſhould be employed in the ſearch of 
ſo important a truth, as that of Religion 
is, whereas they have ſcarcely _—_— = 
on it a few Minutes, and of all 
the World, it may be, the truth of Rell. 
gion 15 char, on which __ have made 
leaſt refie tion. | 
65. When Men are br anto this 
{incere willingneſs; to apply themfetyes 
unto the ſerious hath Big of the 
proofs Religion, it will not be difficult, 
yet farther to ſet forth unto them, the 
Evidences' of it, taking | the "way Which 
we: have herechalked out ; for beſides 
theyproofs taken from matters of. Fad, 
whereof we have given an Eſſay or Speci- 
met, "in this Diſcourſe, there is yet @ ves 
ry great number of proofs. that ' depend 
upon. fgnſible perception, and which ap- 
pear tous in great abundance/ when we 
read the Scriprures with attention 5 and 
it is even theſe laſt fort that deſerve chief 
ly to. be minded, becauſe they have. this 
advantage, that. im. perſwading ns to' be 
lieve the truth, they move us alſo 16 love 
it, without winch all is knprofiteble, Tt 
is 
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is true, there are but few Perſons duely 
qualified with the diſpoſitions neceſſary ro 
their being feelingly moved and affected 
by them, that is to fay, with a certain 
Spiritual Guſt of Truth, and an upright- 
neſs of Heart, which are rarely to be 
met with ; But we muſt at leaſt endea- 
vor to help others unto theſe diſpoſitions, 
and to awaken and ſtir up in them that 
Spiritual ſenſe, which ſhall be revived in 
them ſooner or latter, if ever they believe 
in a faving manner. | 


The Endof the Firſt Part. 
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SECONDPART; 
| Containing An 

EXAMINATION 


Of a conſiderable part of 


Critical Hiſtory of the 
OLDTESTAMENT. 
| WHEREIN 
All his Argaments, with the weightieſt of 
Spino(a*s againſt Mofes's being the Author of 
the firſt Five Books of the Bible; are fully and 


Clearly anſwered, and ſeveral difficult places 
of Holy Scripture are explained, 


By IV. L. 


I 


[ EIN 


Sed quemadmodum apud eos, qui ſemel providentiam 
probe receperunt, non minuitur aut perit fides providentie 
ob ea que non comprehenduntur ; ita neque ſcripture di- 
vmitati per cam totam diffuſe quidquam detrahitur ex eo, 

quod ad Jingulas diftiones imbecillitas noſtra non poſſit ad= 
eſſe arcano ſplendori doftrine qui in tenus © centempta lo- 
cutione deliteſcit. Orig, Philoc. cap. 1. pag. 5. Edit. Can- 

 tabrig. 1658. 
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The Second Part. 
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JT 7 Het is. contained in-thefs ob- * 
| lowing Sheets, - was firft in- 
-.Y, :Y tended for a Preface unto the 


foregoing Diſcourſe, Tranſlated out of 
French into Englz/ſh, but when I had fee 
niſhed it, F found it would be too long a 
Preface unto: ſuch a ſhort Diſcourſe ; and 
therefore upon Second thoughts, I con- 
cluded it would be better ro fubjoin it 
thereunto by way of Appendix, or S6 
cond Part. Who was the Author of the 
Diſcourſe, I do not certainly know; bur 
it is probable, that Monfiear du Bois de la 
Cour, Who wrote the Difcourſe:on Paſcthaft 
his Thoughts, or Meditations en Rehgi- 
on, &c. was likewiſe the Author of this 
Diſcourſe ; for they are frequently bound 
together, and were both Publiſhed, the 
one in 16721, and the other in 1672, with- 
the approbation of the ſame Dottors of 
the Sorboy, excepting one whoſe name is- 
not. ſubſcribed with the other Six, unto: 
the approbation of this Difcourſe. But- 
"ls og - | who 


Who ever be the Author, he is a' Man of 
Parts, -and has done "worthily in this 
Diſcourſe, in which he hath ſhewed his 
high Veneration- of the Holy Scriptures, 
and hath Irrelragably proved the truth. of 
the moſt Signal and Miraculous matters 
of Fatt, contained in theBooks of Moſes, 
and by thatmeans he hath+proved the Di- 
vine -Original, and Authority / of all -rhe 


Laws and- Ordinances given by Moſes un- 


to. the -Zraclites, and Recorded in his 
Books : So: that the' Tranſlation of it 
cannot but be of good uſe unto Engliſh 
Readers, for confirming them in the Faith, 
and ſtrengthening them againſt Tentati- 
ons, unto Infidelity in theſe Backſlidin 

Times» The Diſcourſe is ſo/well Penn 

by the Author, .that it needs no Recom- 
mendation :from-any ; its:own great Ex- 
cellency :and Uſefulneſs will abundantly 


ſuffice to-eommend it unto any yigenious - 


Man, that ſhall be at the pains'of ſpend- 
ing half an Hour in Reading of it. It 
would' therefore. have "been altogether 
needleſs for:me tq have added unto it what 
follows here in this Second Part, if there 


had not -been/ lately Publiſhed in Engiifh,” 
 *a Book of P: Simon's, Intituled, 4 Critical 


Hiſtory. of | the.. Old. Teftament ; where, 
, (a, 
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Book 'r. Chap. 5::Pag.-36. in the Cots 
tents of that Chapter he hathitheſe very. 
Words;i:Moſes cannot be the. Author of the 
Books which: are attributed to him, Thad 
no. ſooner Read this in the contents of 
the Chapter, .but I was deſirous to know 
what Arguments he uſed to prove ſuch/an 
uncouth Afſertion, ':as had ſeldom;beent 
heard of from any before, but ſuch as 
Hobs in his Leviathan, Pereyre in his Syſtes 
ma Preadamiticum, 'and Spinoſa in: his 
Traftatus Theologice-politicus, all Atheiſts 
or Infiddſs. And thereupon having Read 
and Examined all he fays to prove his AF 
ſertion,” I thought it would be neceſſary, 
together with the Precedent Dyfcourſe, to 
Publiſh''a few : ſhort Animadverſions'\on 
what he has written 1n his Cr/#ical Hiſto= 
ry, againſt the Pextateuchs being written 
by Moſes. And'that what I have to fay; 
may be- the better underſtood, and "the 
more convincing and fatisfqQory unto the 
— , TI ſhall proceed in this Me- 
thod, 7 ky * 
Firſt,-T ſhall ſhew what is the Truth to 
be believed, and what 1s the Belief of the 
Chriftian Church. | | 
Secondly, | What. is 'the opinion of P, 
Simon,and wherein heagrees with, or ot | 
7 ers 


of * 


Ws; 6 
fers from 'the common Faith of. rhe 


.\ Thirdly, Anfver. his Arguments , 
whereby he endeavors to prove his Opi« 
mon, ' That Moſes contd' not be the' Author 
of tbe Books whzch are attributed to him: 
" Now for "7 N Fs —_ tobe 
beheved, is (x.) That'rhe -Scri 
ture of | the Old Teſtament, and 
quently the Pertateurh, or firſt Five Books 
of the Bible, were writtert by Divine In- 
fpiration, and that God. is the primary 
Authar ' thereof ; this is proved. from 
Luke 16.29, 31. They have Moſes andthe 
hers, let them hear them, Gtc. And 
Euke 24-25, 27, 44, 45, 46. And from 
2 7i. 3. 16. where it is expreſly faid, 
Fhat atk Scripture, or the whole Scripture, 
is giver Coy God. And 2 Pet. 
T. 20,21." W it 15 expreſly affirmed, 
chat the firſt thing to be known concern 
_ ing the Scriptures,is this, That noProphecy of 
the Scripture, is of any private Interpretation 
( that is, of any Mans own Inventing : ) 
for the: Prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of Man : but Holy Men of God ſpake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. The 
ſame Truth is clearly proved, from P/abn. 
x47- I9. compared with Rom. 3. 2. & 
9.4 (2.) That 


PORE 5+ JO 
(2.): That this being firſt known and 
believed, and. ſo the Dwine Authority of 
the Holy Scriptures ſecured, it matters 
not Very much, whether we ever certain-. 
ly know the names of all the Holy Men 
whom God uſed as his Inſtruments, ” in 
writing the ſeveral Books of Sacred Scrip=- 
ture ; for there are ſome Books of Scrip-= 
ture that bear the names of no Man, as 
Author of them under God, and yet they 
are as much of Divine Authority, -as 


thoſe Books that have the name of fome 


Prophet, or Apoſtle, expreſſed in their 
Title ; and the names which Pooks of 


Scripture hear, do not always import, ' 


that the Man whoſe name the Book bears, 
was the Writer of the Book, but that the 
Book was written of, and-concerning him, 
and his Afts. Thus the Book of Foſhua 
1s ſo called, becauſe it was written of, and 
concerning Joſhua ; though it is proba- 
ble, it was not written by him, but by 
ſome other Holy Man of God . after tus 
Death ; ſee for this Biſhop Richardſons 
Obſervations on the Old Teſtament, pay. 
45. the like may be faid of fore other 
Books 'of Holy Scripture. That then 


which concerns us moſt, is to know, whe» 


ther God be the Author of- the ſeveral 
CR F . 


” 
"—_— 4 


"ik 


£66) 
Books in the Canon of Scripture ; and, if 
-we..be once ſure of 'this, we need. not 
trouble our ſelves much about the know- 
of the names of the ſeveral Men by 
oo om it pleaſed the Lord God to conſign 
th em to Writing, Gregory the Great, in 
his.Þ ns on Job, has 


| s Remarkable king, bl S7 ls Be Cu 
c, If 


 w# 
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& Fetees of the Letters, nor to under- 
&« land the ſenſe, but to find our by what 
« « Pen. the ſeveral words of them had been 

written : ſince then weknow the thing, 

* ang that the Holy Spirit is the Author 
«* of it, what elſe do we. in enquiring af- 
& tet the Writer, but in reading the Let- 
< ters, ſtand asking by what Pen they 
« were written. 

Yet (3:) when a Book of Holy Scrip- 
ture bears the name of its Author, and 
an Univerfal Hiſtoricat Tradition aſſures 
us that.ſuch a Man was indeed the Au- 
thor. of it, we are bound to believe it, and 
cannot rationally disbelieve it, without A 
demon- 


09). 
demonſtration to the contrary: Thus we 
.know. the Books of Plato, Ariſtotle, and 
.Cicero,5to have been written by thoſe Au- 
-thors ;* and this is ſo clear and certain a 
| truth; (.%% Ur. oe iſtorum librorum Authori- 
S ratabus dabitare dementis fit, utque T1 
*' dendus fit non refellendus qui de ths  queſti= 
® 2»em mover; )- That none but a Madman 
« will doubt of the Authors of thoſe 
© Books, and he'is ro be laughed at, and 
< not confuted, who moves a Queſtion 
* concerning them ; ; 45 holy Auguſt. writes, 
contra Fanſtiin Mavich. lib. 32. cap. 2X. 
-And as he fays, "That he knew the write- 
.ings' of the New Teſtament to be the 
writings of the Apoſtles, by the fame 
means that the Manichees knew the write- 
ings of Maes, to be the writings of Ma- 
nes; 10 I fay, 'That by what means we 
here. int England know the late' Critical 
Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, to be the 
writing of Per? Simon a Prieſt of the O- 
ratory; by. the like means:-we know the 
 Pantateuch to' be the writing of Moſes z 
and we ought not to disbelieve it, having, 
the Univerſal Teſtimony of Jews, Chris 
ftiuns, Mahumetans, and many Fleathens, 
to' ground our Faith upon ; unleſs it be 
"_ clearly demonſtrated. to us, that- it 
”2 implies 
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implies a contradiction, that Moſes ſhould 
[have written. it; which I.know, that nei- 

ther Pere Simon, nor any Man elſe can do. 
And the reaſonableneſs of what Ihave 
now faid will yet further appear, if it be 
conſidered that our Lord © Cliriſt 'himſdlf 
gives Teſtimony unto the writings of M- 
ſes in general, ( John 5.. 46, 47. Moſes, 
wrote of me, But if ye beletve not his write- 
ings, how. ſhaft ye beleive my words ? ) and 
both he and his Apoſtles frequently appeal 
unto them, and quote paſſages out: of 
them. This is. the truth to be believed, 
and this is actually believed/by the Chri- 
ſtian Church. Yet it is no matter; of 
Faith, that there are no yarious Lections 
in the Scriptures of the Old'and New Te- 
Nament, nay -1t is a matter evident. to' 
Senſe, that there are various LeQtions-; 
it is no matter of Faith, that through the 
length and injury of time, and Negligence 
of Tranſcribers and Printers, there: are- 
No miſtakes at all in the Originals of Ho- 
ly Scripture; on the contrary, we ac- 
knowledg that there may poſlibly be ſome 
miſtakes, even in the Pextateuch, through 
the length and. injury of time, and *% 
negligence of Tranſcribers and Printers, 
bur thoſe miſtakes we believe, do not - | 


| (69) 
-all hinder the Holy Scriptures from being 
a -perfe&t Rule of Faith and Life, in all 
Us neceſſary, to the Glorifying of 
God, and Saving of our Souls. Nor laſtly, 
is it matter of Faith, That Moſes wrote 
every Word and Sentence, Chapter and 
Verlſe,of the Pentateuch, with his own hand. 
It is ſufficient+that we believe he wrote 
it himſelf, or by other perſons, whoſe help 
he. uſed in the writing of it ; and when 
it was written, he reviſed it and approyed 
4 and in this he was a b Pw 
y Spirit, inſpiring, guiding and direCtin 
= And if — _ thing'in the 
Pentateuch, beſides the miſtakefof Tran- 
ſcribers and Printers, that was written af- 
ter Moſes's time, it. was added upon good 
Reaſons. by Foſhua or Ezra, and the great 
Aſſembly, who were Men of a Propheti- 
cal Spirit, and-infpired by God, in what 
they did of that nature. ._.. AN 
' Now. in the Second place let us ſee, 
what is the opinion of Pere Simor, and 
wherein he agrees with, ' or differs from 
the common Faith of the Church, inthis 
matter. 
- And Firſt, He agrees with us in theſe 
- following particulars ,. ( 1.) That the 
whole Scripture of the Old Teſtament, 
| | E 3 . and 


ant conſequently the Peytateach, was of 
Divine knſpiration, and that, God was the 
rimary Author thereof ; this is demon- 
ratively proved. from his own expreſs 
words ; in his Preface, 'pag. 4. [© But 
© beſides, that this Principle .( of a Di- 
* vine of Paris, That the whole Scrip- 
<'ture is not equally Divine ant Canoni- 
* cal ) is dangerous, it is direQly oppo- 
< fite to the Doftrine of the New Telſta- 
< ment, which acknowledges every thing 
* throughout the whole Scripture for : 
& Prophetical, and to have been inſpired ; 
« wheretgre. T thought I ought to lay 
< down forme Principtes, whereby we 
«might aſcribe every thing in the whole 
* Seriptures to Prophets or Perſons infpt- 
*©red by God; even to the alterations | 
< themſelves, thoſe only excepted, which 
«111d happened-through length of time, 
# or negligence of 'Tranſcribers. ] And 
Book 1. Chap. t. Pag. 3. [© I have divided 
this work into Thice Books, the Firſt 
« of which, "Treats at large of the Au- 
#-thors of the Bible, which I have called 
© Prophets,, with Joſephus ( contra App. ) 
* 2nd moſt of 'the Fathers, becauſe they. 
_ * were ineffe& diretted by the Spirit, of 
God; and that St. Peer calls the whole 
= * Scrip- 
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« Sexipture Prophecies. During the Z/e- 
« tw Cotntmon-wealth, there werefrom 
« time to time among them, theſe ſorts 
« of Perfohs inſpired by God, were it to 
< write Divine and Prophetick Books, as 
< the ſame Joſephus has remarked, or as 
« Euſebins ſays, to diſtinguiſh betwaxt 
<« thoſe that were truly Prophetick, and 
« others that were not. | And Pag. 4. 
«* | They ( the publick Writers )' had the 
<* liberty' m collefting the Afts which 
* were ift their Regiſteries, to add, dimi- 
«* niſh and change, according as they 
< thought -fit:, and the - Books ( as 
* Euſebius ſays) which were declared-Sa- 
© cred, werereviewed by Perſons inſpired 
* by God, who Judged whether they 
< were truly Prophetick or Divine. ] And 
Foe: 2t. { * I know it is expreſly forbid- 
< den in Deateronomy, either to add or 
* diminiſh any thing from the Word' of 
% God. But we may Anfwer with the 
« Author of the Book, Intituled, Cozrz, 
< that this prohibition relates only to pri» 
« yate Perſons, and not ,to thoſe whom 
* God had-expreſly commanded to inter- 
< pret his Will ; God promiſed to the 
< Prophets, and tothe Judges of the Sam 
«* bedrim, Who ſucceeded Moſes, the fame 

| —_ FY « Grace, 
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« Grace, and the ſame Spinit of Prophe- 
&* cy, as thoſe had who lived in his time, 
< and therefore they have held the ſame 
« Power, not only of Tnterpreting the 
« Law, but alſo of making new Ordi- 
© nances, Which were afterwards writ and 
< p'aced in the Regiſteries of the Repub- 
* luck.) And Pag. 22. [ The Church has 
« not the Right of making Books Cano- 
© nical and Divine, as the Prophets had 
« in the Old Teſtament, but only to de- 
'E clare them Canonical.) In fine, Book 
| I. Chap. 1. Pag, 1. [ © Nonecan doubt, 
" bue har the truths contained in the Ho- 
« ly Scripture are infallible, and of Di- 
© vine Authority ; ſince they proceed im- 
« mediately from God, who in this has 
* only made ufe of the Miniftery of Men 
* to be his Interpreters, So -there is no 
* Perſon, either. Jew or Chriſtian, who 
<« does not acknowledg that the Scripture 
<« being the pure Word of God, is at the 
« fame time,. the firſt principle and foun- 
s dation, of Religion. }J Here is. clear 
g1d full proof trom his own expreſs 
words, of his agreement with.us in the 
firſt particular betore mentioned. 2 
Secondly, He-agrees with us in-this, 
That though Men having been the Depo- 
Eg Xe de”  ſitories, 


A « . » : 
fitories of theſe Sacred Books, as well as 
of all others, and in their firſt Originals 
having been loſt, it was in ſome fort im- 
poſſible, but that there muſt needs hap- 
pen ſome changes, as well by reaſon of 
the length of time, as the careleſneſs 
of Tranſcribers ; as it is impoſſible, it may 
. be, to find one Engliſh Bible in all Eng- 
land, without ſore Letter , Sillable, or 
Word Miſprinted, yet God .by: his fpeci- 
al Providence hath taken ſuch care of the 
\ Sacred Scripture, as that it is preſervedto 
this Day, perfect, intire and uncorrupt, 
in all things relating to Faith and Man- 
ners, and neceffary to be believed or. pra- 
Qiſed,- in order to Salvation. This is 
proved alſo from his own words, pag. 7. . 
[{ © The Fathers were perſwaded, that 
* theſe Errors that were crept into the Bi- 
* ble by the means of theſe Tranſcribers, 
* had no relation to Faith or good Man- 
« ners, or carried any weight to the 
« framing of the Judgment which we . * 
* ought to make of the Scriptures in ge- 
« neral. This does not hinder us, but that 
* we ſhould acknowledg the Divine Pro- 
<« vidence, in the preſervation of this 
* Book, which has paſt through ſo many 
<* hands, and ſa many Ages z a great ma- 
hy: = 


COR 
< ny of . theſe Errors of 'Trafiſctibers; re- 
< late to the Chronology and Genealogies 
© in the Books of the Old Teſtament: 
« but we may fay with-S: Auguſtin, thar 
<« theſe difficulties are in the number of 
<« thoſe of which we may ſpeak freely, 
« and we may be ignorant of, Safva fide 


< oua Chriſtiani ſums. This fame Provi- , 


& dence has likewiſe not - permitted the 
© Jews malitiouſly. to corrupt the 'Holy 
< Scriptures, as many Fathers ſeem to re- 
* proach them. Origen, S. Jerome, and 
« S. Auguſtin, have dorie them more Ju- 
<« ſtice; and thoſe who at this day re- 


< proach. the - Jews with the fame thing, 


< have not throughly examined the mat- 
© ter. ] And pag. 9. {This Author ( Ma- 
' © r;ana ) ſhews very plainly, that the m- 
< tention. of the Council of Trent in de- 
< claring the Vulgar Tranſlation Authen- 
© tick, was not to-exempt it from all 
< forts of Faults, but only from Errors 
* which might introduce a change, either 
* in Faith or Mariners; which he cori- 
< firms by ſeveral Authorities, and princ- 
< pally by the'Teſtimonics of Andrew-de 
* Vega, and Jacob Lams,. at that time ſit- 
<« perior of the Order of Jeſuits, who'af 
* liſted at that Qouncal, :} IE 
E Ts Thirdly, 


Thirdly, He agrees with us in this, 
That being fure that God is the primary 
Author of the feveral Books of Scripture, 
it is no great matter whether we certainly 
know or not, the names of 'the Men by 
whom God was pkaſed to commit them 
to writing ; this is proved from his own 
words; in his Preface, pag. 2. [ © Having 
« Eſtabliſhed in the Febrew Common- 
&* wealth the Prophets or Publick Writers, 
© who took care of collecting faithfully 
* the Ads of what paſt of moſt impor- 
<« tance in the State, we need not too curi-. 
« ouſly inquire, as uſually Men do, who 
« were the Authors of each particular 
< Book of the Bible, becauſe it is certain 
« thar they were all writ by Prophets, 
© Sc. ] din Boek r. Chap. 1. Pag. 3. 
* [. We ought not to ſearch with too much 
* curioſity, who have been the particular 
* Authors of every Book of the Bible ; 
* it ſufficeth, according to the Maxime of 
* Gregory the Great{( prefat in /:b.Job)that 
wi theſe Books were written by Prophets. 
* Quis hec ſcripſerit , wvalde ſupervacue 
* queritur, cum tamen Author libri, Spirit 
* tus: Sanitus fideliter credatur. 

Fourthly, yet farther, He agrees with 
us fo far as to hold , That in a true and 


(76) 
good ſenſe Maſes may be the Author of 
the whole Peutateach. This 1s clearly 
proved from his own expreſs words ; ; in 
Book 1. Chap. x. Pag. 3. |[_ © If theſe Pub- 
« lick Writers were in the Hebrew. Com- 
« mon-wealth from the time of Moſes, 
< as is extreamly probable, it will be very 
« eaſie to fatisfie all difficu:ties that may be 
< brought to ſhew, that .the Pentareuch 
« was not Wholy written by Moſes, which 
« is ordinarily proved by the manner of 
< its writing, which ſeems to infinuate, 
\ « that ſome other than Moſes colleded the 
&« Acts, and put them down in writing: 
<« ſuppoſing theſe Publick Writers, to them 
« we may attribute what relates to the 
« Hiſtorical part of theſe Books, and to 
« Moſes all that which belongs to the Laws 
* and Ordinances, and it 1s this which 
< the Scripture calls the Law of Moſes: 
* thus one may fay in this ſenſe, that 
«< the whole Pextateuch is truly Moſes's, 
'< becauſe thoſe who made: the collection, 
' © lived in his time, and did. not do it þut 
« by his Order. ] And Pag, 20. ['Ac- 
« cording to this principle, we ought to 
< expound that paſſage, where it 1s. fatd 
*-( that Moſes wrate what God command- 
«* ed him; ) for there is nothing moxe 
s | | « ordinary 
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« ordinary in the Scripture, than to aſcribe 
<« unto one perſon what he Orders ano- 


* ther to do, - chiefly when the thing is 


« done in his name. } Thus we ſee 
wherein Pere Simon agrees with us in the 
common belief of all Chriſtians. He a- 
grees with us ſo far, as to acknowledg not 
only that the whole Scripture of the Old 
Teſtament is of Divine Inſpiration, and 
that it is uncorrupt in all things that re- 


late to Faithvand Life, and are neceſſary 


to be believed or done, 1n order to Salva- 
tion : butalfo, that the whole Pentateuch 
is.truly. Moſes's, becauſe it it was not 'all 
written: by himſelf immediately, yet 
was written by others in his time, and in 
his: \name, and by his order. ; and then 
ſurewhat was ſo-written, was reviewed 
and approved by himſelf. If. P: Simvn were 


ſincere. in'alb this; and did not'deny it a- 
gait by his:-ſelf-contradiftion, we .needed 


not-much to oppoſe him in this matter ; 


for we are under no neceſfary obligation 


to believe, that Moſes wrote down with 

hisown hand all the occurrences of every 
Day, during the whole ſpace of the 
Churches being intheWildernefs;he might 
poſlibly-appoint fome other! perſon or per- 


him, 


(73) 
him, and in his name: and beingſo done, 
and then reviewed and approved by hit. 
 felf, itwas all one, as if: he had: done it 
with his own hand. But notwithſtanding 
this agreement, we ſhall find that there 
remains yet a difference between P. Szmoy, 
-and other Chriſtians, as: to this matter; 
and that is it we are next'to take into. con- 
1ideration. - And 
Firſt, He diflers "Rory the - phck 
Church of God, and from himſelf 100, || 
by felf-contradiction, mm. this, Zhut : he | 
thinks Moſes may have written the Pen- || | 
| 
( 


tateuch Zy an. humane: and fallible! Spirit. 
I prove this by conſequence, from his:own 
words, Pag. 40. {. © It'1s trae ( fays he”) 
<« that the bet Authors ſometimes fall-in- 
<« to little miſtakes, ſolikewiſe do wenot 
_ < pretend todraw fromithence an infallible 
< conſequence | to provethiat Moſes could 
<* not be the Author ofthe Pentateach, in 
< the Order that it is. }.. Here he 'mani- 
&ſtly ſuppoſes , that Moſes in writ; = 
Bonne might fall into:little miſtakes, 
and fo he might be the Author of it, _ 7 
withſtanding the diſorder that is in it; |} « 
and. is not this to. ſuppoſe, that Moſes c 
might write it by an humane and fallible F « 


__— ? for-none [think will ſay, that-a J « 
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(&y) 
Man-writing by. Divine Inſpiration, can, 
fall intq any miſtakes, little or great z I 
am ſure not into ſuch diſorderly miſtakes, 
as he pretends t9, find .in the Hiſtory of 
the Creation of Man. 

Secondly, He differs from the whole 


Chriſtian Church, -in affirming, that for 


ſo much of the Hiſtorical part "of the 
Pentateuch as Moſes wrote,or might write, 
he copied it out of other ancient Books, 


or elſe committed to. writing what he had 
learned from, Oral Tradition. This dif 


ference is the ſame upon the matter with 
the former, and I, prove it, alſo from his 
Own expreſs words, Book 1: Chap. 3. Pag. 
27. [.* A Book of the Wars of the Lord, 
©* of which mention is made: in the Num- 
« bers ( Numb. 21. 14. )- is, an evident 
i: , Proch that the Stories which are related 
© in the Five Books of Moſes,: have like- 
” * wiſe been taken out of ſeveral colleCti- 
© ons which have. been loft. }. And Pag. 
54. moſt clearly;,,[.** We may-likewiſe ap- 
« ply .( fays he.) to the Book 'of Gere/rs, 
& what we have already faid touching the - 
© manner of the inregiſtering the publick 
« Att in the time of Moſes ; this Book 
« contains the Creation. of the Warld, 


«and many things which happened many 
* Ages 


(8) 
« Ages before him : and in all Gerefs 
« there is no obſervation of Gods diftating 
&* to Meſes. What is there related, it is not 
< likewiſe ſaid, that he writ 1t by the Spi- 
<« rit of Prophecy : but all theſe Hiſtories 
< and Genealogies are {imply related, as if 
« Moſes had taken them from ſomeAuthen- 
< tick Books, or elſe had had a conſtant 
« Tradition. } And in the fame place, 
« F Moſes without doubt has . had other 
< Records ( than the fabulous Books of 
'« Adam, Seth, Sem, Abraham ,  Qc.' ) 
< were they writ, or were they preſerve 
©: viva wvece down to him, in the Fami- 
< lies which God had choſen to be faith- 
< ful to him in the Worſhip of true Reli- 
« gion. ”] Doth not this look too like un- 
to what I mentioned before; that Moſes 
might writethe Book of Genefis by an hu- 
mane fallible Spirit ? Which 1s contrary 
unto Gal. 3.8, & 4. 21, 22, JO. Rom. 4. 
I7. 23, 24. I Cor. 15. 45. James 2.23. | 
for theſe Scriptures do plainly aſſert the 
Divine Original and | Authority of the 
Book of Genefts. s ES 
Thirdly, He differs from - the generali- 
ty of Jews and Chriſtians, in that he not 
only ſays, there may be ſome few things 
in the Books of Moſes, as we now have 
= them, 


( 7 ) 
them, which were not writtett by Moſes 3... 
but hepoſitively and peremptorily affirms, 
that there are de fatto, a great many things 
now it the Books of Moſes, which could 
not be written by Moſes. This 1s proved 
from: his own words, Paz. 4, 5. { © The 
<* publick Writers which were in his time, 
«2nd writ our the ancient Aqs, have 
<« ſpoke of Moſes in the Third Perſon, 
« and have uſed ſeveral other fuch like 
*. expreſſions, which could not be Moſes's : 
* but they for all that have never the 
« leſs Authority ; becauſe they can be a- 
« ſcribed only to perſons, which Moſes had 
*«< commanded to put into writing the 
«* moſt | + anne A&tions.of his tune. ] 
And Chap. 2. Pag. 19. [ © We fhall diſtin- 
« ouiſh in the Five Books of the Law, 
* what has been writ by Moſes, from what 
* has been writ by theie Prophets or pub- 
« lick Writers. We may attributs-to Mc- 
« ſes the Commandments and Ordinances 
+ which he gave to the People, and al- 
< low theſe line publick Writers to be 
* the Authors of the greateft part of rhe 
* Hiſtory: Moſes in quality of Legiflavos; 
« writ alÞwhich relates to the Statures, 
< and left to the Scribes or Prophets 
Y [wi care of colleting the Acts of the 
GW * moſt. 
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«* moſt. materia] Franſadtions which paſt, 
<« that they might be preſerved to Poſteri- 
© ty.} And Pag. 20.[But-if we con- 
 « {der with never {o little attentiqn,:; the 
© whole Body of the Penfatench, we may 
< obſerve this diverſity. of, Writers which 
« I ſpeak of, which will more appeax in 
< the ſequel of this Diſcourſe, where I-evi- 
© dently make the falfity of the reaſons 
<« appear, which the Jews uſe to prove, 
« that Moſes is the Author of the whole 
«© Taw.] And as was obſerved in the be- 
ginning, 1n Pag. 36. Contents of Chap. 5. 
« © Moſes cannot be the Author of-'the 
« Books which are attributed to him. }-. -- 
Thus I have given a-faithtul account of 
the Judgment of P. Simer, and ſhewed 
wherein he beth agrees with, and: diflers 
from the common Faith of Gods' Church. 
And ſince he hath the generality of Jews 
and Chriſtians, yea Chriſt; himſelf and 
his Apoſtles againſt him, ;;he. had need of 
very clear and ſtrong irrefragable, Argu- 
ments to ſupport his ſingular opinion,! to 
wit, that ( in his ſenſe:): Moſes could (not 
be the Author of the Books which areat- 
h tributed to him- 7 £29:5 : IT wr 9 
-: And now we come ut the: Third: place 
ro-cun der the grounds oft his OppaPn, 
pi. | an 


(: n ) 
and to enſver the Arguments by: which 
he endeavors to prove it. 0. (HS 08 

His | Arguments * may - : be kediſted" to 

Three Heads'; Firſt; He argues from the 
Repetitions' that -are fin the Penrateith. 
Secondly, From the "Franifpoſitions that 
are in it. *Thirdly; From ſeveral paſſhges 
in it, where there are ſuch expreſſions; as 
ſeern'ts intimate, that Mo ſes could not be 
the Author'of them. ' JCI 

I begin with the Firſt; His Argunitnt 
from Repetitions, (© There are (1ay5 he, 
< Pag. 37.) many Repetitions of the farhe 

M " thing 1 in the Penrarexch, ' which are-aps 

< parently not Meſes's, bat rather theirs 

4 who have made a colle&tion of ' the Ho6- 
©.ly Scriptures, and have joined togerticy 
oy ſeveralReadings Or Explanations of + 
© ſame words, -not-thinking it convenient 
© toleaveour of their Copies'what right 
« iHuſtrate'the Text. ] And then he gwves 
Inſtances of "theſe Repetitions- * Buts be- | 
fore. cortie? t6! examitie” his-Tn/tarices * rp 
particulax; Panſwerto fill in general; :SineE 
P. Simon acknowledges'"that thoſe” WA& 
made the''colle&tion' of the Holy: Sefip- 
tures-were 'Men of a' Piophetical Spimty 

and Divinely Inſpired; as: Miſes was,” WE 
ny abfarcgey. is there-11 Woes his be] 
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mg the Author of theſe Repetztipns, than 
in any other Prophets their being the Au- 
thors of them ? - Was not Qod as free to 
repeat the ſame thing over and overagain 
for illuſtrating. the Text, by the Minittry 
of one Prophet, - as by the Miniſtry of 
another? P. Simon ſeems to be better ac- 
quainted with the Rules of Grammer, 
than with the Rules of Reaſoning ; now I 
come to his particular Inſtances. 

..\ Firſt, He begins with Gey. 7. 7. 17, 18, 
19,20,2.4- & v. 21, 22, 23. and firſt finds 
fult with its being ſaid Five times over 1n 
Five Verſes, That the Waters prevailed. 

- ButI Anſwer, If his Self-concett had not 
blinded him, he might haveſcen that there 
was good reaſon for, and great. Grace in 
this Repetition; ; for as the Watgrs of: the 
Flood. prevailed gradually, ' and fill rofe 
higher and higher, fo it was fit that the 
words ſhould be adapted to the thing. 
.- Firſt, The Waters increaſed fo far on 
the Earth, that they. bore up. the Ark, and 
{tit a floating : and this is expreſſed. as 
_ ve have tin Verſei7. 

- Secondly, The Watersncreaſed to that 
degree, that they ſet the Ark a going or 
Moving progrefively trom; one; place: to 
another, and this-15 expreſſed, .; as in Yerſe 
18, us | Thurdly, 


6 
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Thirdly, The Waters increaſed fo c#- 
ceedingly, that the higheſt Mountains in 
the World were covered with them, and 

this is; ſutably expreſſed, Perſe 19. 
Fourthly, The Waters increaſed yet ſo 
wonderfully upwards, above the higheſt 
Mountains, that they were Fifteen Cubits 
under Water, and this is expreſſed, as in 
Perſe 20. ef, 19-1 
| And then Fifthly, and Laſtly, Since the 
ſpace of time, in which the Waters pre- 
vailed upon the Earth, was One Hundred 
and Fifty Days, this is appoſitly exprefled, 
as in Yerſe 24, and laſt of the Chapter. 
What now doth this Man deſerve, who 
quarrels with the Spirit of God for theſe 
repeated expreſſions which carry ſuch a 
Graceinthem, being ſo well fitted to the 
nature of the thing ſpoken of? _ 
Next, he finds Galt with the Repetiti- 
ons In Yerſ. 21, 22, 23- 275d 
I Anſwer, Here: indeed 1s a Repetiti- 
on of the ſame thing,, but 1t'1s- in ſome- 
what different -words, and who knows 
but it might be to aſſure us of the Truth 
of the thing, which God foreſaw. ſome 
'Men would not believe, to wit, That the 
Flood was ſo Univerſal, as to deſtroy ut- 
terly every Living thing from. off the 
"#770 (3 3 Face 
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Faceof the wholeFarth, except Noah and 
them» that were. with him in.'the Ark ; 
':and whatever be faiÞof that,” yet'it can- 
not be denyed; . but it 1s tree: fori God to 

.expreſs his mind as:he' pleaſes, | if there be 

nothing”in the-expreſiions but” what '1s 
_ 2rrus, /ascertainly there is not in this place. 

[And it may; be,:: that >in expreſfing him- 
felf thus, he condeſcended to accomodate 
himfelf” to the genius: of the ' Hebrew - 
Tongue, and to:Tpeak with his People in 
their. 'own way-/of | ſpeaking:” iP. Simon 
Iimſelf; 'confeties* that:thefe are ſome Re- 
petitions which - have” their Grace'in the 
Books of 2ſes/”as- Well as in thes Poems 
of - Zemer/ [* And (fayshe;” Pag. 4) 
*11'may be, that good part of theſe RE 
* petitions belong to- the genius of the 
* Hebrew Tongue, {Which 1s ' a very 
* plain: Languag-, and repeats often -the 
* fame thing by diflerent terms; Which 
* appears in almoſt all the Books of Scrip- 
* ture; and which. we find even' in the 
© Ordinances of our-Kings, and-in the 
* Stie"of the Chancery of Rome; as well 
© a5 inthe'Stile of 'our 'Courts for Civil 
* Aﬀairs, Where feveral words ate placed 
.< after-one another, -which ſgnife but 
+ theMattie thing. ] Thus he. .*” And! this 
| . Anſwer 


(87) 
Arifwer may ſerve'to his other Inftances, 
from Exod. 31: 14, 15, 16. and Exod. 32. 
15: But ' why” Fxecd. 16. 33- compared 
with Verſe 36. 6 Levit. 6.9. ſhould, be 
objected, - I can: fee no colour of reaſon. . 
Is it:poflible, that ever a reaſonable Man 
ſhould think that theſe paſſages can afford 
ſo much as 'a 'probable Argument, that 
Hlfes cannot be the Author of the Books 
attributed to him ! And if Pere Simon did 
_ not :think” that 'they could do him any 
Service in this matter, why did he alledg 
them 2 And” moreover, why any Man 
thould find fault with the expreſſions there 
uſed; T do not underſtand, unleſs it be a 
_ fault for Almighty God fo clearly and fal- 
ly to expreſs his mind, as that his People 
cannot | but underſtand . his meaning ; 
might not P.' $40 have been affraid, leaſt 
God: ſhould fay'tohim as''it is written, 
Matth. 20.15. Is thine Eye Evil, becauſe 
. fam" God 27 00095 0 OO x op” 

Laſtly, Under this head of Repetitions 
isalledged, Þ#vit.'3. 3. and here he finds. 
ftag]t with theſe expreſſions, (The Fat that 
covereth the Tiwards,' and- all the Fat that 
is iuptn the © ſnwdrals;;). pretending that 
there;is no difference - between: theſe two, 
6:theFarthat covercth the Inwards ) and 
 BUKWSY, wa - Oo 4 ( all 


( all the Fat that js upon 'the Inwards 
but this critical Obje&on ariſeth from his 
own inadvertency, for if he had wei 

and conſidered the words, he would have 
ſeen a manifeſt djfierence between' theſe 
two, {the Fat that covereth the Inwards) 
and (all the Fat that is upon the Imwards 
and would have perccived that the words 
are very ſignificant ; and give us plainly 
to underſtand, that not only ſome of the 
Fat, but all the Fat on the Inwards of the 
_ Sacrifice muſt be taken away, not only 
the outward covering of Fat that is upon 


the Inwards, bur every bit and crum. of 


Fat that adheres moſt cloſely to the In- 
wards : here is an inadequat diftinQion 


between theſe two, ( the Fat, &c. ) and 


( all the Fat, &c. ) as there is an inades« 
quat diſtinfQion between the part. and' the 
whole, the thing included, and the thing 
'T proceed to his Second Head of: Ars 
- guments. 7 | ob 
Secondly,, He Argues from the Difor- 
der and Tranſpoſitions that-arein the Pen« 
tatench. To which I Anſwer in general, 
That no ſolid. Argument can + be drawn 
from thus pretended -Diforder, ' to. prove 
that Meſes could not te the Author bf-the 
? Pentatuch ; 
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Pentatench; for if any other Man, writes 
ing by- Divite Inſpiration 'mighr be the 
Author of 'fuch paſſages as are pretended 
to be out ' 6f their proper places, there 
can no reaſon be' given why Moſes might 
not as well be:the Author of them ; ſure- 
ly-it was as free for the Spirit. of God to 
tranſpoſe things by the Pen of Moſes, as 
by the Pen of any other Man. But as 
we have ſhewed, P. Simon confeſſes that 
the whole Pentateuch, ( except any little 
miſtakes of 'Tranſcribers that may be in 
vo Bog written by Men Divinefy In- 

tred. ET 
* ceondly, 'TAnſwer, That in all ſuch 
paſſages God miay be ſappoſed to have ac- 
cofhmodated himſelf to the genius of the 
Hebrew Tongue, and to have condeſcend- 
ed'to write unto his People in their own 
uſual way of writing ; if it be true that 
P.' Simon ſays, Pag. 40, 41. in theſe words 
following, '{ © It ſeems'to me that the 
Jews themſelves did not much regard 
* writing in Method, as it would be catie 
« $0 prove by the Stile of the Epiſtles of 
*Paul: and Faron a Caraite Few, who has 
4$:made literal Commentaries on the 
* whole ' Penrateuch, obſerves often this 
*-confuſion of Order, which he calls 

12 3-8 Haphuck, 


. 


, by 


& Faphuck, and fays,. Thatjt is uſual 6 


* nough in Scripture to, begiq, with/ one 


« thing, then to.paſs un,gnother, [and 


« afterwards to. reſume. again the-firft, } 
If this be true,,.;. no reaſon ican;be given, 
why, God might not make ghojce of write- 
ing to them, bythe Pen of, Moſes 1n this 
very way and method, which was uſual 
amongſt them, .. there being. nothing of 
Falſhood in it... So. much in.general;. || - 
_._ Now let us..come to a particular Exa-" 
mination of the ſeveral Inſtances heigives 
of this pretended diſorder --and Firſt, He. 
begins with the Hiſtory of the Creation, 
and finds fault with. its Order,{'*-As that 
< after theMan andWoman were Created, 
«Gez. 1. 2.7. The Woman 1s ſuppoſed not 
© to be made, .and in: the following Chap+ 
© ter, the manner, how.ſhe was taken frot 
&« '4dams {ide _-18: deſcribed-;, nevertheleſs 
< in the ſame Chapter it was. before for= 
*<bidden him, 4% was:.her Husbatid; 
« whom ſhe accompanied.,un,the Garden, 
< to eat the Fruit of a certain Tree. | This 
15 his firſt Argument, in . which there-are 
ſeveral Falſhoods ſhuilled in, -as if it were 
to. make 'the Hiſtory of | ,the | Creation 
ſeem ridiculous... But if any. Man will im- 
partially, and1n. the. fearot God, ronfder 
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| | the words'of Moſes\invthe Two firſt Chap- 
* | ters/of : Genefs;) he'wilf find no fluch difor- 
| | der or falſhood in them at all. For in the 
| | Firſt Chapter,Man is generally conſidered 
-according to the common nature of both 
' | Sexes, and there it is afirmed, That on 
| the firſt Day after the: other works of 
| God were finiſhed, God Created Man, 
| | Male and Female, in his own Image. "This 
is common to Adam and Eve , the Male 
and the Female, that they were both Man 
of the fame ſpecifical humane Nature, and 
that- they were both Created by God in 
his own Image, on the Sixth Day after 
the other Works of God were finiſhed. 
But in'the Second Chapter, Man is conſt- - 
dered'more partieiilarly and diſtinftly, ac- 
cording to the proper-difterences of Sex ; 
and the way is deferibed,: how the Ind _-:- 
duals of humane "Nature 'were Ore: +, 
each'-in' their own' Sex; and {r.! 2 
Spirit of -God by / Moſes declares how 7, 
was Created 'in- 'the Male-Sex, ' and + 
he was put into'the Garden before Plan: 
ed, and - that'' he was"appointed to dre!; 
and keep it;and 4fowed'to eat'of the Fruft 
of it, excepting the'Feuit of one Tree on- 
ly, whiely God forbad'him to-eat of, -un- 
der'pain"of 'Death.*”('22, ) The'Spirit - 
God 


God by Moſes relates how Man was Cte. 
ated in the Female»Sex, out of a Rib of 
a Male-Sex, and then that the Female be- 
ing thus of the Male, was Married unto 
him, and made one Fleſh with him for 
| his help and comfort. In all this appears 
no Diſorder nor 'Tranſpoſition, nor is there 
the leaſt ſhadow of Falſhood or Conrra- 
diction. oi CRE 

But P. Simon Objedts, Firſt, © That af- 
« ter Man and Woman wete Created, as 
< jt is written, Chap. 1. 27. the Woman 
« is ſuppoſed not to be made , Chap, 
£c 2. | | 
I Anfwer, He might have ſaid as well 
that the Man is ſuppoſed not-to be made in 
Chap. 2. But the truth is, neither the 
Woman nor theMan are ſuppoſed to be yet 
unmade, after they were really made ; nor 
doth the Second Qhaprter at all contradi&t 
the Firſt : for what the Firſt and Second 
Chapters fay of the Creation of Marn- 
kind, relate to the ſame thing, and to the 
fmetime ; with this diflerence, that what 
rhe Firſt; Chapter.relates off Man's Creati- 
on, 15 Expreſled jn, a, few general Words, 
which: equally :, concern both ; Sexes : 
vw YeaLh.  Seeond Chapter gives 2 full 
and particular account of the manner pow, 
1 ES | at 
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and of the order of time in which each 
| Sex were Created. | 
But. he Obje&s farther, © That before 
«* the Woman was made, it vvas forbid- 
« den the Man as he vvas her Husband, 
« yvhom ſhe accompanied in the Garden 
« to eat the Fruit of a certain Tree. 
F Anfvver, This 1s notoriouſly Falſe, 1 
eppeal to common-Senſe, vvhether there 
be any: ſuch thing in the Text of Moſes, 
as that Adam vvas the Husband of Fre, 
and that ſhe accompanied him in the Gar- 
den before ſhe vvas made of his Rib. A4- 
| Jam indeed vvas forbidden to cat the Fruit 
1| 9 a-certain Tree, | before Eve vvas Cre- 
1} ated; this is plin.in the Text of . Moſes: 
| but that he vvas .then the: Hausband of 
+| £0, or conſidered as her Husband be- 
| foreſhe had a Being, there 'is not one 
- | Syllable of thisinthe Text, norany thing 
1] fromwvvhence it can ever be proved.When 
Adam received that poſitive Command, 
.| be neither vvas her Husband, . nor confi- 
dered as ſuch, nor did the then accompa- 
ny him: in the Garden ; but he really vvas 
the: common Root :of all Mankind, of © 
vvhom the ſeveral individuals: vvere to 
ring ; he vvas moreover ('T believe ) 
the tederal principal and head of all bis 
£5 | Poſterity 
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Poſtetity;- ( excepting the Meſſias) -atd 
as ſuch he was conſidered in receiving thar 
Law, which the Lord God revealcd-Unto 
Eve alſo after ſhe was Created, though it 
be not expreſſed in the Text: :for ſhe had it 
revealed unto her one way or other, other- 
wiſe ſhe had not actually-finned in-tranſ- 


_greiling it, and'we have her own: confeſ- 


1;0n related by the Sacred'Hiſtorian, tht 
God had revealed it unto'her, Chap! 24. 
But whether God revealed'it-unto herim- 
mediately, or ' by the: mediation of 'her 
Husdand, -we find not in- the Text} and 
therefore we cannot certainly ſay, \whe- 
ther of the. Two ways it was revealed uii- 
to her : but we areſure'that one of thetn 
1t. was,. and that is\enough! | 1] 

Here:P«Fimon has diſcovered hinoſelf, 
and by this: inſtance we:may Judge ' what 
Spirit he-is of ; an honeſt: Heathen wouſd 
have abhorred tohave been guilty of ſuch 
2 groſs Falſification, + that he might" tle 
better expoſe the Author of. the Hiſtory 
of - the Creation, whdeverhe was. Sure 
I am, that Longinus didi.ndttake rhe lay: 


thor of that Hiſtory: to.-have been a Fool; 


when havirig occation tomention the Fiz 

ſtory of ithe, Creation;: he wrote thas1gf 

Hs wel Rot he believed tobe the _—_ 
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of "ir, 'f © He -that:gave Laws unto-the 
« Town: was'2 Man of + no-ordinary, parts, 
f: -for he-hath both conceived and. ſpoken 
«worthily. 2nd becominglyof the power 
« of God. In the very beginning of his 
© Laws,” writing thus;-(-God faid ;' *bur 
« what 2). Let there be Light, andit was. 
«,L& the Earth:be, and: 1t:'was. ]- Such 
antSigh. opution.” of the Sacred Hiſtorian 
had Loyginus,:as is to be ſeen.in-his Book 
De Sublim? dicend; genere, extantin ſeve- 
ral: Languages into this Day... :- » ll 
pps « =o Ps Simon Joftares in Ge. 
21. 3,45. and fays, {* That to-under- 
<«< ſtand the Books of Moſes, one: muftof 
6  remyjoin' many Verſes together, +: by be« 
« ginning: With; the laſt and coming upito 
« the firſts,J»//Fhat is in plain Zn /zfbrwe 
muſt-read: Thea backward,” or-we cannot 
A was On: Bmeree 7 CAS we heh 
his Son Iſaac ivas born-anto hit. Verl.4.Aud 
Abraham &Circumciſed hi:Son1ſaac,  beiny 
Eight Days:old, -- as | God +frad*\ commanded 
him; 'Vetl./;. And. Abraham: called \trhe 
name of his Shu - that mas + born unto him, 
whom: Sarali, hare to him; Waac.: 35 
'And thew hegiwes hisReaſon;,why cheſs 
Three Verſes: fouls b& read backwards, 


in. 
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in itheſe numerical words, 5 © This Or: 
<-der, methinks, ' the Hiſtorian ought” to 
« have kept, - for the ''Fews do not nam 
5 their Children, till after their Cireum- 
« cjfion. ] | no 

This is his Second Argument, under the 
head of Tranſpoſtions, to prove that Me- 
ſes could not be the Author: of the Penta- 
zeuch. And is it not a goodly one 2-Sure 
P.; Simon muſt have very mean thoughts 
of the Learned Men of this Age; to be- 
lieve that be-can perſwade them by ſuch 
ridiculous Reaſoning as: this,. to be of his 
opinion, that Moſes could not be the Au- 
thor of the Pentateuch. Bur'it is no 'won- 
der that he have mean thoughts of” the 
Men of this Age, when he takes upon 
him to teach the Sacred Hiſtorian;(whom 
himſelf acknowledges to have been a Pro- 
phet )- how he'ought 'to' have written. 
K _ _ methinks, = Hiſtorian 
<«_ ought to have kepr,]-: fays P. Szmoy. 
And.yoar reaſon,” keen rt, why 'the 


Hiſtorian ought to have kept the Order 


that you fancy toibe beſt. - Why that we 
have in the very next words, {|< For the 


* Jews do not na me'their-Chiltren titl a£ | 
ter their Circtimcifion..Þ:iNow Reader, | 


£-pray thee conſider what a ſenſeleſReaſon 
Wy this 
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this is. - The Author of. the Book of Ge- 
veſis ought” to have written in that Order, 
as P. $;0u would have it, and we ought 
to read the Three Verſes aforeſaid, back- 
wards; becauſe the Jews in this Age do 
Not / naine their Children till after their 


Circiimciſion. But can P. $/mon prove, 
thatin Abrahams time, Clnldren were not 
-named till after their Circumciſion? might 


they not be numbred at their Circumciſt- 
on, yea, or before their Circumciſion, 1n A4- 
brahams time? God left it free unto Abra- 


ham and his Poſterity, to name thetr 
Children at vvhat time they pleaſed, be- 


fore, at, or after their Circumciſion ; and 
no Man living can prove, that in Abra- 
hams time, People vvere bound to name 


their Children after their Circumciſion, 
or that they generally ufed fo to do; ſuch 
Arguments as this of P. Simons deſerves 


no Anſvver, but to be hiſſed at ; and'tus 
Immodeſty, in ſaying, That the Sacred 
Hiſtorian ought to have kept the Order . 
he ſpeaks of, 1s to be larmgented by all that 
deſire to fear God. -7 i 
Thirdly, He Objects, Ger. 31. 46. 


© \ This Verſe ( ſays he ) is meth.nks 
< hikewite out of its Order, as well as all 
<« the Diſcourſe which freats of the Cove- 


H *« they 
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« rtarit between Facob and Laban, becaife 
«they did not eat tilltheAlliance was made. 
Anfwer, Here -is an Argument little 
better than the former, only it is more 
modeſtly propoſed. They did not eat till 
the Alliance was made ; ergo all the Dif- 
_ courſe which treats of the Covenant be- 
tween Jacob and Laban, is out of its or- 
der. Any Man that attentively reads the 
Text of Moſes, would conclude the quite 
contrary, that ſeeing they. did not eat 
till the Alkance was made, ' therefore all 
the Diſcouſe that treats of the Covenant, 
&c. is in its Order, becaute it 1s all fer 
down before the offering of Sacrifice or 
killing of Beaſts, and eating of Bread, 
mentioned, Yerf. 54. | 
As for YVerſ. 46. there is nothing af- 
firmed in it, but what is moſt true. It 
15 moſt true, that Jacob's Brethren gather- 
ed Stones, it is moſt true, that they 
made an heap, and it 1s as true, that they 
did eat there upon the heap. But fays P. 
$70, They did not eat till the Alliance 
was made. I Anſwer, Nor does the Hit- 
 ſtorian ſay in _Yerſ. 46. that they did eat 
before the Covenant was made ; there he 
only ſays, That they did cat upon the 
-heap, but does not fay when ; and a little 


aiter, | 


LES —_ 
after, in Yerſ. 54. he tells us when it was 
they eat upon the heap, to wit, after the 
Covenant was made. So that here is no- 
thing to cavil at, and firid fault with, on- 
ly the ſame thing is twice expreſſed in 
ſomewhat diflerent words. 
Firſt, The matter of Fact is related in 
general, without telling what was meant 
by it, ( Yerſ.. 46. They took ſtones and 
made an hap : tnd they did cat there upon 
the heap.) by 
Secondly, The meaning of - the heap 
of ſtones, and of their eating upon the 
heap, is cleared up, and the time menti- 
oned when they eat upon the heap ; there 
it 1s ſhewed, that the heap of ſtones was 
by agreement between Facob and Laban, 
ordained to be a Witneſs or Token of the 


Covenant between tRem Two, and their 


eating upon the heap 1s clearly implyed, 
to have been a federal Feaſt, ſignifying 
and ſealing up a laſting F ciendſhip be- 
tween the. Parties Covenanted ; and laft 
of all, it is expreſly declared when this 
Feaſt upon the heap of ſtones, was, to 
wit, after the Covenant Letrweett Faced 
and Laban was mace and confirmed by the 
Oaths of both Parties, YVerf. 53, 54+ _ 
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S To conclude this Anſwer,” Let it Fe 
_ conſidered, that Yerſ. 46, ſpeaks only of 


the place where they eat, without men- 
tioning the time when. - But Yerſ. 54, 


| ſpeaks only of the time when they ear, 


withoyt mentioning the place where, that 
1s, without mentioning that it'was upon 
the heap of ſtones ; and now why Moſes, 
yea, why Gods Holy Spirit nyght not be 
the Author of both theſe*46 aftd 5 4Yerſes, 
and of all that comes between them, it 
1s-above my capacity. to underſtand. I 
dare challenge any Man to bring an Ar- 
gument from thus place to prove that Me- 
fes conld not be the Author of the Per- 
zateuch, an Argument-1 ſay, that any Man 
of Judgment would not ke aſhamed. 
of. 


Fourthly, He Obſeds, Gen. TR 8, 29. 
* 'The Death of Iſaac there related, ſeems 
<« to; be out of its place, { ſays P. Simon ) 


© hecauſe 7aac died not at that time, and 


* that Joſeph was fold Twelve Years be- 


< fore the Death of 7ſaac : yet neverthelefs 
< the Hiſtory of Joſeph. begins but at the 


* 37th. Chapter of the ſame Book. - 
I Anſwer, The Death of aac hath that 
lace in the Hiſtory which the wiſdome of 


God thought fit to afſlign unto it, and 


_ that 
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that we ſhould account to be its place, 
which Gods Wiſdome by his Prophet hath 
put itin. But fays P. Simon, Tſaac died 
not at taat time, I Anfwer, There 1s no 
other time of his Death mentioned there, 
but that after he was One Hundred and 


Eighty Years Old, he Died and was Buri- 


<d ; which is moſt true; but it is not at 


all faid by rhe Sacred Hiſtorian, that {/aac, 
Died at . that time, when his Son Jaceb. 
came. unto. him, .. unto Mamre : for that. 


had been falſe ; and Ideſire this may be 


taken notice of. But fays. P. Simon, Jo- 


ſeph .was Sold Twelve Tears before. the 


Death of Iſaac, and yet the Hiſtory of Jos 
ſeph begzns but at the 37th. Chapter of the 
ſame Book, 1 Anſwer, This is indeed true, 


for Iſaac was Sixty Years Old whenFaceb 
was Born, Gem. 25. 26. *And Jacob was 


One Hundred and Thirty Years Old when. 
| he ſtood before Pharaoh, Ger.:47. 9. Now. 


60 and 130. make. One Hundred ' and 
Ninetv, which 1s. but-Ten Years more 
than the Years of the Age of aac, who. 
Died when he was One Hundred. and. 
Eighty Years Old, - that is Ten Years be- 


fore Facob ſtood before Pharaoh; fo that- 
Haac muſt have Died about the time of, . 


Joſeph's advancement in Aigypr., as aps 


H 3 ' pears. 
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pears from Gen. 41. 53, 54- compared ' 
with Ger. 45. 6. where we ſee that Seven 
Years of Plenty, and Two Years of Fa- 
mine, had paſfed from the time of Joſeph's 
advancement, until the time of Faco7's 
coming into Agypi, Taac then Livin 
One Hundred and Eighty Years, coul 
not Die till about the time of Foſeph's ad- 
vancement, either the Year of his ad- ' 
vanceiment, or the Year before his ad- 
vancement ; and, if it was the Year be- 
fore his Advancement, that aac Died, 
then it was about Twelve Years after Fc- 
ſeph was Sold, that Iſaac Died : for Fo- 
ſeph was Seventeen Years Old when he 
was Sold, Ger. 37. 2. and Thirty Years 
Old when he was advanced in A#gypr, 
Gen. 41. 46. and conſequently he was 
not advanced till the Thirteenth Year af- 
rer he had been Sold ;' fo that 7aac Dying, 
\ the Year before his advancement, he-mul 
have Died Twelve Years after he was 
Sold. But what is all this to the purpoſe ? 
= doth not prove, that the Relation of 
e Death of J/aac is out of its place : for 
as I have faid, . that is its place which the 
Wifdome of God thought fit to afſign une 
ro it, and there we find it in the end 
_ of rhe 3.97h. Chapter, res 
WL But 
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Bur ſays: P. Simon, © The Hiſtory , of 
« the Selling of Joſeph begins but at the 
« 37th. Chapter of Genefs, and yet Jc- 
« {eph was Sold Twelve Years beforethe 
 * Death of aac; ergo the Death of 
&* aac ſhould be related after the Selling 
© of Foſeph, but it is related before, and 
& ſo 1s out of its place. _ 

I Anſwer, By denying the conſequence; 
it follows indeed, that therefore the 
Death of aac was really after the Selling 
of Joſeph; and there is nothing contrary 
to this in Ge. 35.2.8,29. but it doth not at 
all follow, that the relation of the Death 
of TJaac muſt be placed in the Hiſtory, 
after the relation of the Selling of 2h 
Jeph ; for God was free to place it where 
he pleaſed, and he thought fit to place it 
before the relation of the Selling of Jo- 
ſeph in the end of the 3 5th. Chapter; And 
there was this good reaſon for it, becauſe 
the Sacred Hiſtorian was there to finiſh the 
Hiſtory of the Lite of aac, and to ſpeak 

no more of it afterwards. 
And having no more to fay of him, 
but that ( Zaac being One Hundred and 
Eighty Years Old, Died and was Buried 
by his Sons Eſau and Facob,) the Sacred 
Hiſtorian wiſely Judged it better to*place 
H4 = 
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& where it is, than in the middle of the 
mmoy of es. 7-7 

, | Fitthly, He Objeds, Gen. 38.1: And 
it came to paſs at that time, thar Judah 
went down from his Brethren, &c.\ © There 
« is no Body ( fays P. Smon, ) in reading 


- 


- 


&« theſe words, but would at firſt believe 
<« that they were joined with thoſe that 
* go before them, and thar the time is 
« related in which this Action paſſed. 
« Nevertheleſs it is not ſo, ' and the moft 
« Learned Interpreters of the Scripture a-. 
« gree, that it happened at ancther 
&« time. } 

T Anſwer, Here 1s indeed ſomethin 
that looks like an Argument, and at fir{ 
ſght there ſeems to be a great difficulty 
in it, not ſo much becauſe it ſeems to be 
out of its proper place, for that 4s caſily 
Anwered, as before, that whatſoever is in 
the place aſſigned unto it by the Wiſdome 
of God, is mits own place ; but becauſe 
thething here related is faid to have come 
to paſs ( at that time, ) which at firſt 
ſight ſeems plainly to reter unto the Se'- 
ling of Foſeph: bur it is not true that J:- 
dah was but newly Married to.the Daugh- 
ter of Shuah, when Joſeph was Sold into 
Agypt ; for between the time of the = 
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of Joſeph, and the time of Judahs going 
into Agypt with his Father Jacob, were 
bur Twenty Two , or Twenty Three 
Years, as evidently appears from hence, 
_ that Joſeph was Sold at the Age of Se- 
venteen Years, and all his Fathers Houſe 
went. down to him into Agyp?, when he 
was Forty, or Thirty Nine Years Old. 
But it is not.potiible, that. within the 
compaſs. of Twenty Two, or Twenty 
Three Years, Judah ſhould be Married 
unto the Daughter of Shuah, and beger 
on -her Three Sons, Fr,. Onan and She/3h ; 
and that after the Death of Er and Ozan, 
and after the youngeſt of them $he/:h, 
was Marriagable, Judah ſhould commit 
Inceſt with his Daughter in Law Zamar, 
the Widow of Er, and on her beget Pha- 
rez and Zerah ; and-then Pharez"thould 
be Married and beget 'Two Sons, Hezrow 
and Hamul, ( Gen. 38. throughout, and 
Gen. 46.12.) I fay it is not poſſible in 
the ordinary courſe of Nature, that all 
this could be done within the ſpace of 
Twenty Three Years. Therefore I con- 
clude that the words [ at that time | in 
Verſ. x of Chap. 38 of Geneſis, cannot re» 
fer unto what goes immediately before, 
to wit, the Sale of Joſeph into &gypr... 
Ba " Some 
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Some Anſwer, . Firſt, That the words 
T i came to paſs at that time } do not refer 
unto what goes immediately before them, 
but that they mediately refer ynto- the 
time when Jacob: came firſt into Canaan, 
after he had left Laban his Father in Law 
in Meſopotamia; they do not know cers 
tainly where to fix the time referred un» 
to, but ſuppoſe it to have been about the 
time of Jacob's dwelling at Succoth, or at 
Shalem, (Gen. 33. 17, 18. ) 

Secondly, Others Anſwer, That the 
words [. at that time, ] or according to 
the Hebrew, Baeth Hahi, {| in that time } 
do not at all refer unto. any thing that 
went before, either mediately or immedi» 
ately, but that they are a manner of 
Speech, common to Jewiſh and other 
Writers, fuch as (diebus illis, ) which f1g- 
nifies a large. compaſs of time, within 
which a thing came to paſs, without de- 
termining the Year: as if the meanin 
were no more, but that in ſuch an Age, 
fuch a thing came to paſs. - = 
__-* But Thirdly, That which fatisfies me 
moſt, and in which I acquieſce, is this, 
Thar this difficulty is only in Tranſlati- 
ons, but not at all in the Original; and 
therefore I humbly offer it untothe conſe 

| |  deration 
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deration of. the Godly and Learned, whe 
ther it be not expedient in this place to 
take ſome of the other ſgnifications of the 
Hebrew Particle (Yau) ( according to the 
prudent Advice of that excellent Perſon, 
the Honourable Mr. Boyle, in his Conſide- 
rations touching the ſtile of the Scrip» 
tures, Pag, 64,65.) and thus to tranſlate 
the paſſage under conſideration, [' Yazhz 
Baeth Hahi, Vaijered Jehudah, GC. ---o=a 
Vaijar Sham, &c. that 1s, And it came to 
aſs atthat time, When Judah went down 
from his Brethren, and - turned in, &c. 
that 7Jadah faw there a Daughter, Sf] 
here' I render the ( Yau.) in Yayerd, 
( When, ) angT do it, Firit, Becauſe the 
Particle ( Ya) admits of, this ſignifica». 
tion, and accordingly is ſometimes ren= 
dered in our own Tranſlation ; as for in- 
ſtance, Exod, 18. 1. Vaijiſhma Jithro, Gcc. 
when Jethro heard, &c. Secondly, Be. 
cauſe the ſubje& matter doth require this 
Henification of ( Yau ) 1n Yazjered, for 
the better clearing up of the ſenſe. Third 
ly,” Becauſe our own Tranſſtours recede 
rom the primary. ſgnification of ( Yau ) 
in Yajjered, and render it ( that,  ) why 


then may not we recede from the primas 
ry ſgnification, which is ( 4»d,) and 
COT IRE render 


T8 

render it ({ When, ) ſince it 15 moſt evi- 
dear, that to render it ( When ) will ſate 
berter with the ſubje&t matter, or thing 
ſpoken of, then to render it ( 7hat. )) For 
if we render the” {( /au ) in Vajered, 


( ben, ) and the ( Yau ) 1h Vajar, Verſ. 


2. ( That, ) with this little variation of. 
the ſenſe of one F7ebrew Syllable, the in-. 
{iperable difficulty that ſeemed to be in 
this placeof Scripture; 1s evaniſhed and. 
come to notliing: tor the words [. 2 that. 


a +> - = + 


time 5 clearly refer urito, Jadah his going. 


_&6wn trom his Brethren, and. turning in 
. to the 1dz/mire Hira; then and at that. 


tune it was, - that he ſaw the Daughter of 
Shuak, and took her to Wife : but in what 
Year - this came to pals is not revealed, ; 
and therefore: we. are not concerned, to, 
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Sixthly, He Obje&s, Exod. 18. and 
favs, © The Hiſtory of Jethro related in 
« the beginning of that Chapter, ſeems 
® not to be placed in the time wherein it 


\ 


« was, forsſmuch as Jethro feems not to 


© have cometill the Second Yearaſter the 
« finiſhing of the Tabernacle, as may te 


« proved out of Duteronomy. 


I Anſwer, Firſt, That in ſtead of folid 


Reaſonin 
requires, _ 


(which a thing of this nature 
here is nothing but gueſſing 


and conjeCturing, and one conjecture may 
be very well Anſwered with another op- 
poſite conjecture ; he fays it may be 
proved out of Deuteronomy, that Jethro 
came not nnto Moſes till the Second Year 
after rhe finiſhing, of the Tabernacle; and 
I fay again, that his poſſible proof, may 
poſſibly be Anſwered ; and when. he has 
actually proved it, which he hath not yer 


atten 


ſwerec 


"ted to do, he ſhall be actually An- 
| - that is, his proof of it, ſhall 


be refuted, if it be falſe, or yielded unto 
and acknowledged, it it appear to be true; 
and I am ſure this 1s very fair, . and in 


reaſon no more can be required. 


I con- 


felS-it is written, . Numb. 11. 16, 17. that 
the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Gather unto me 
Seventy men of the Elders of Iirael, whom 


thog 


- "I 
thou knoweft t# be the Elders of the People, 
and Officers over them ; and bring them uns 
zo the Tabernacle of the Congregation, that 
they - ftand there with thee. And I will - 
come down, &c. Now this muſt have 
been after the Building of the Tabernacle. 
But it is not yet proved, that God gave 
this Commandment unto Moſes at the 
ſame time that Jethro his Father in Law 
gave him the Councel, Recorded in Exed. 
18.19,20,21,22,23. Nay the Judges that 
Mefes appointed over {ſrael, according to 
the advice of Fethro, Exod. 18. 24, 25, 
26. ſeem to have been many more than 
Seventy ; and it is not improbable, that 
the Seventy Elders and Officers, menti» 
oned Numb. 11.16. were afterwards cho- 
ſen out of thoſe many Judges formerly 
by Fethro's advice ſet over Jſrael, and pre- 
fented unto the Lord at the Tabernacle of 
. the Congregation, there to receive from 
| the Lord the Spirit of Government, fo 
fit them for the due Execution of the Of- 
* fice they were called unto. 

But foreſeeing what may be ſaid for 4 
tranſpoſition here, I Anſwer, Secondly, 
That ſuppoſe it were granted urito P. $;- 
mon, That Jethro did not come unto Mc ' 
es, till tke Second Yeartiter the _—_— 

"- © 


TT 2 
of the Tabernacle ; what then > will it 


follaw that therefore Moſes could not be - 


_ the Author of the Pentateuch? I deny that 
conſequence; take that relation of Je- 
thro's coming unto Moſes, which way you 
will, and {uppoſe ut to be before the 
giving of the Law, or after the making 
of- the Tabernacle, as you pleaſe ; yetit 
is ſtill true, there 1s not the leaſt ſhadow 
_ of falſhood in it : for Moſes neither ſays 
. that it was before, nor that it was after 
the Building of the Tabernacle ; - all thar 
he writes of the time wherein it was, is, 
that when Jethro heard of all that God 
had done for Moſes and for 7rael, Gc. 
then he came unto Moſes, &c. Exod. 18. 
I, 2, 3, 4» 5* : ; | 

But as for the Year in which Jethrs 
heard of all that God had done for his 
People : Moſes is ſilent, and makes no 
mention of it. 'That whole narration 
then being true, without any mixture of - 
falſhood, why might not Moſes be the Au- 
thor of it, where it is, as well as any o- 
ther Prophet could be 2 But is it not in 
- that place of the Book of Exodus, where 
P. Simon would have had it to have been? 
I Anfwer, Moſes might have good reaſon 
Rat to place it there, but juſt where it is. 
: He 


He had'other things to write-of in the 
following Chapters of Exodus ; all which 
' things were to be linked together, 'and 
not to be ſeparated by the interpoſitton of 
the narrative of that viſit which his Fa- 
ther in Law gave him in the Wilderneſs. 
As Scaliger fays, and P. Simon himſelf 
- out of him, Quo ordine quid referatar, 
modo conſtet veritas, aut nthili aut. parum 
zntereſt, it ſigaifies nothing, or very little, 
in what Order things be- related,: pro- 
vided that we find them to be truly re- 
lated. 

Seventhly, He Objects, Gen. 46. and 
fays he, [ © Where the Children of 7ra- 


.< el are numbered, who went into Zgypr 


& with. him, theſe are counted amo. 
«© them, Joſeph, Manaſſeh, and Ephraim, 
&* who could not go with him into #xypr, 


< becauſe they were there before him; 


« and as that place mentions the Chil- 
* dren of rae, *and his Childrens Chil 


« dren, who came with him into- FP | 


« it is probable, for brevity's fake, theſe 
« Two things have been joined together, 
« as if they had all been Jacob's Chil- 
* aren, }:. VIS 

| Anſwer, This Objetion comes from 
P. Simens heedleſneſs and inadvertency in 
| reading 
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reading the Holy Scripture, but hath no 
ground in the Text of Moſes. For as Jo- 
Jeph, Manaſſeh and Ephraim, could not go 
with Jacob into Agypr, becauſe they were 
there before him : 1o for certain they are 
not there faid to have gone with him in- 
to Apypt ; on the contrary it is clearly 
enough faid, that they did not ga with 
himinto #gypt ; for 

Fir, It is faid, Yerfſ. 20. Ard unto Jo-- 
 leph a» the Land of Agypt were Rorn Ma- 

naſfch 4d Ephraim. And again, Fer. 
27. And the Sous of Joleph which were 
Born him in Agypt, { were } Two S6uls. 
where it is manitefity implyed,that Joſeph 
end hisTwaSons were not then to go iatg 
es but that they were there already. 
condly, To make the thing yet clear- 

er, it isexpreſly ſaid, Yerſ. 26. That all 
the Souls that came with Jacob into Fgypr, 
which came out of bis Loins, were Three. 
ſeore and Six 5 here Jacob himſelf is not 
reckoned as one of thoſe Sixty Six, be- 
cauſe he could not go with himſelf intg 
Egypt, nor could he come out of his 
own Loins : Joſeph alſo and his Two Sons 
are not reckoned as any of the Sixty Six, 
becauſe though they came out of Facod's 
Loins,: yet they could not go with him in+ 
39 


So. WG 
to Zzypt, ſince they were already in A- 
egypt before him. But it'may be 'ObjeR- 
ed, That Yerſ. 27. 1t 15 Exprelly ſaid, 41 
the Souls of the Houſe of Jacob, which 
came into #gy pt, were Threeſcore and Ten. 
In which number, Feſeph and his 'Two 
Sons muſt be included. ©) 
I Anſwer, 'True, they are included' in 
the number Seventy, - though they were 
not included in the Number Sixty Six ; 
_ yea, and Jacob himſelf 1is-included in the 
number Seventy, and theſe Four, Faces, 
Foſeph, Manaſſeh, Ephraim, being added 
to Sixty Six, make up the number of Se- 
venty Souls, all which came into Zgypr ; 
the .66 came into Agypt with Jacob, and 
Facob came with them, for if all the Souls 
of the Houſe of Facob came, then Faces | 
himſelf - came, being head of 'his own 
- Houle ; Joſeph alſo he came into /Zgypr 
"before, «when he was fold to the Þmae- 
lites; and his Two Sons they came -1nto 
Agypt in the Loins of their Father Joſeph, 
even as Levi paid Tithes unto Melchize- 
deck in the Loins of his Father A44raham, 
( Heb.7.9.)Thus all the 70 Sou!s came into 
Ezypr ; but the Text of Mefes doth not at 
all fay, that all the 7o came into AZgypr 
at the fame time and in the ſame way and 
Manner. |  Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, He ObjeC&ts, Gen. 35. 26. 
« where Benjamin is counted amongſt the 
« Children that Jacob had in: Meſoporamia, 
« and nevertheleſs Berjamzy was not Born 
<« there, but in the Land of Canaay. 

I Anſwer, I do not underſtand by what 


Rules of Reaſoning, P. Simoa puts this 


paſſage amongſt the diſorderly Tranſpoſi- 
tions which he pretends to be in the'Pex- 
zateuch ; for ſurely, this ſeems rather to 


| be a contradiction, it being faid in the 


ſame Chapter, Yerſ. 16, 17, 18. that Bex- 


jamin was Born at Ephrath. And yet here 


is no real, but only a ſeeming contradiei- 
on ; for to make a real contradiction, it 
muſt have been faid, [| Benjamin was 
Born at Ephrath,) Al theſe are the Sons of 
Jacob, which were Born to him in Padan- 


. Aram, - but now it is not faid;(all theſe are 


the Sons of Facob which were Born to him 
in Padaw-aram,) but only, ( Zheſe are. the 
Sons of Jacob, which were Born to him in 
Padan-Aram)and this is moſt true,without 
including Benjamin in the number of F- 
cob's Sons Born: to him in Padanu-Aram ; 
for the other Eleven were Born in Padazy- 


Aram: and there was no: nced here to 
except Benjamin by name, becauſe it was 


ſo clearly faid, but a little before in rh- 
SF - mare 
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| ( 116.) : 
fameChapter, That Benjamin w4s Born at 
Ephrath i the Landof Canaan, that no 
Reader could miſtake fo groſly, as to think 
he was Born with the reit of Faroh's Chil- 
dren in Padan- Aram, or Meſopotamia; 1 
pray mark the expreſſion, it is not faid, in 

v.26.A1l theſe are,&cÞut, Theſe are,&c. 

P. Simon pretends that there are Tran- 
poſitions, not only in the Hiſtory, but 
hkewitte in the Laws of Moſes, and there- 
fore, Ninthly, and Laſtly, He Obje&s, 
Exod. 22. 1, 3,4 © where { ſays he ) to 
« make 2 reaſonable conſtrudton, what is. 
«< fatd of the Thief in the Third Verſe, 
* muſt be joined with the Firſt, becauſe 
< there is a Tranſpoſition ; and then one 
« ought to join the Fourth Verſe with the 
«< Firtt: and moreover the words of the 
* Fonrth Verſe, { if the Theft be certain- 
* 1y found m his hand alive, ] ought only 
© to relate to the Ox and Sheep, which 
« tits Verfe makes mention of, and not to 
< the Aſs, although that 1s ſpoke of #n the 
< {ame place with the Two other Animals. 
[ Aniwer, All this is grats dittum,with- 
out one word of proof. 'The words of 
the Law may be reaſonably enough con- 
firucd, and well enough underftlood,with- 
out the help of Pere Simmons unaginary 


Tranſpo- 
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Tranſpaſition.: In the Firſt Verſe, the: 


Lord God determins in what proportion a 
Thief ſhould make reſtitution for an Qx 
or a Sheep, in caſe he have killed or fold 
them. In Verſ. 2. The Lord God declares, 
that if the Thief be found in the Att of 


breaking up, .and be killed ; the killing of 


him ſhall not be acconnted Murther, nor 


{ball the killers. Blood be ſhed for him, - 


provided it were in the Night, and be- 
tore Sun-Riſing © £3, 

- But in the Third Verſe, the Lord de- 
clares, That the killing of a Thief in the 
Day time after Sun-Rijing, ſhould be ac- 
counted Murther, and that the Blacd of 
the ſlayer ſhould be ſhed for the Blood of 
the ſlain Thief : and that for this regſon 

ven. in the fame Third Verſe, becauſe 
be ſhould not have been: killed for the 
Theft, but compelled to make full Reſtt- 
tutian, if he was able, but 1f he was not 
able, he ſhould be fold for his Theft. And 
in Verſf, 4. the Lord ſhews in what pro- 
portion he ſhould be obliged to make Re- 

itution,. in caſe the Theft were found 4- 
live.jn his hand ; not in a Five-fold, nor 
Fqurefold, but in adouble proportion, for 
Ox, ar Aſs, - or Sheep ; and thus all is 
elear enough in the Order wherein the 
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Wiſdom of 'God has "Placed things, and 
tfere is no'necd to have recourſe unto a 
 Tranſpoſition, ; * as to. what 'he Objects, 
concerning the”Afſs in the Fourth Verſe, 
that though it be joined with the Ox and 
Sheep, yet what is faid of the Theft, its 
being found alive in the hand of the Thief, 
and of his making double Reſtitution in 
that' Caſe, ought not to relate unto the* 
Aſs, but only-to the Ox and Sheep. 
 I1Anfwer, This 1s a bold Aflertion,with- 
out any proof at all ; and there is reaſon 
to conclude the contrary, that becauſe the. 
Aſs is joined with the Ox and Sheep, 
therefore what here relates to the Ox and 
Sheep, ought alſo to be referred unto the 
Aſs; the Aſs was a very uſeful ' Creature 
in thoſe Eaſtern Countries, and that may 
| be the reaſon why "it 1s joined with the 
Ox, both here, and elſewhere, as in. the 
Tenth Commandment. I know not what 
uſe P. Simon may have for this Aſs, but it 
ſeems by what he writes, that he would 
play the Thief, and ſteal it ont of this 
Fourth Verſe of Exod. 22. which it he 
ſhould do, he would be guilty, not 'only 
of Theft, but of Sacrilege, for this Aſs 
ftands upon Holy Ground. Thus T have 
Anſwered all his Arguments that fall = 
| er 
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der the Second Head of Diforderly Tranſ- 
poſitions. I paſs to the Third and laſt 
head of Arguments, taken 'from ſeveral 
pailages of the Fentateach, where hepre- 


tends there are ſuch expreſſions as ſeem to 


intimate, that ſes could not be the Au- 
thor of them. _ . - 
Furſt, He Objets, Numb 2.1.14. © A 
.< Book ( fays he) of the Wars of the 
«Lord, of which mention, is made, 
* Numb. 21. 14. 1s 40 evident proof, that 
« the Hiſtories which are related in the 
*-Five Books of Moſes, have' been taken 
« out of ſeveral Colletions which have 

« been loſt. res 
_T Anſwer, Itis denyed, that the citing 
of the Book of the Wars of the Lord, in 
Numb. 2.1. 14. 1s ant evident proof, or in- 
_ deed any proof .at'all of any ſuch thing. 
Fortirlh, lt is not ſo evident that it was a 
Book at all, ſome think it was but a Song; 
the Zebrew word ( Sepher') does not al- 
ways fſignifie a Book ; but, Secondly, 
Granting that it was a Bogk, and not 
meerly. a Triumphal Song, * It” is not evi- 
.dent that it was a Book then already writ- 
en, it might be. a Book to be afterwatds 
Written, which Moſes foreſceing by the 
Spirit of Prophecy, .refers unto ; this a- 
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( 120 $ 
grees with the Original words i the 
Text, which are [ Al-ken Jeamar, ] 
wherefore it ſhall be ſaid in the Book. of 
the Wars of the Lord, &c. yet Thirdly, 
Granting it to have been 2 Book "Already 
written, Moſes his once citing a Teſtimo- 
ny out of | it, doth no more prove that he 
colleted his Hiſtory out of ſach Books, 
then Paul's citing a Teſtimony out ' of 
eathen Poets, ( As 175. 28. & 772. r. 
72. ) doth prove. that he Tranſcribed his 
Sermons and Epiſtles out of the writings 
of Heathen Poets. | | 
Secondly, He Obje&ts, © That the 
* names of Hebron and Dan, 'Which are 
* in the Pentateuch, were ,ndt in beeing 


 < in the rime of Moſes: 


Anſwer, Tt is faid, but not proved, that 


thei names of Hebron and Dan were not in 
"beeing j1 Fn. 1 Mo) oh his date ; We will ſpeak 


of each of WER ahd 


Firſt, For grad trad ; it freq wefit- 


ly in the Pentateuch, as in Gen. T3. wr & 
23+ 2, 19: 
43+ 2:2. It; was a City in the Tafid of Ca- 
Haan, It 1s ; probable i K might be firtt wi 


'QX 35.27, & 37. 14. & Num. 


FKaamre, ( Gen. x3. 18. ) and-aft 
Arba, or. Kirjatharbn, a "Hebroy. 


Ro 


this City began firſt to be called PTR 


Con) 
iv uncbttsin'; but it ſeems to have been 
called by that name long before Moſes : 
for it is {aid; Gtx. 37. 14. that Facob fent 
his Son Tofeph out of rhe Vale of #ebroyx, 
and Nams, 13; 22. weread that the Spies 
which Moſes fent to ſearch out the Land 
of Cannan, aſcetded by the South, -and 
care unto \ Hebron, where the Children of 
Anuk dwelt : and that Hebron was 
built Seven Years before Zoan in Agypr. 
Here Z##ron is ſpoken of as a City very 

neient, and that was ordinarily calledby 
name. Afterwards Joſhua gave it uns 
to Caleb the Son of Fephanneh for an Tn- 
| Heritance 3 and he Fleici *the Anakims out 
of it; and wok poſſeſſion of it z as we 
Yead in Foſh.”rq'11, 14. W 15. x3, 12. 
But it is to: where ſaid, that Caleb change 
ed the nartte'of 'it and "Grlt eafled it Zler 
Fon. 'T confeſs it is written, that the 
of 7##Z+on before, was Firjarbarka, 
Fl. I4 15. &' 1. 10. but the 
of tho words, 3s, "that it was 


W «+ & 


cllled irjatbarba before Caleb drove out 


the wakims, nd took poſteſfion of it ; 
Su this oth not -prove that 'it was not 
allo called #e3r0n before, wnd in the time 
of Moſes. It 15was certainly called Xe 


Jath- -arba by the Tanaanites, before rook 
| tao 


Ea 3 
took it from them.;. but at the fame fime: 
it might be called ebron by.the raelites. 
I thus clearly; ſhow thar., 1t, might. be ſo . 
it was a City. fcituate ,on the fide of a 
Hill, as appears from, Foſh, 141 12, 13, T4- 
Calth ard unto Foſbua give me this Moun- 
£543, Joſhua gaanted him his Requeſt, and 
gaye him Hebron. To me ut. ſeems. pro. 
bable, that the Hill was: firſt called He- 
bran , and ſo: it was AXzrjatharba upon 
Hebron ; ior certain, the Countrey under 
the Hul was called the Valley of Zebrow, 
and as 1s alreedy obſerved, - it was fo cal- 
led in Faceb's time, Ger. 37. I4- A 
It may be. the Hill was'firſt called Ze; 
brou from Ephron the Hittite, of . whom 
Abraham bought .the Cave, oft. Machphelah 
for a Burying-place, ( Ger.,2.3- £6, 17,18, 
19.); this Cave ſeems to. have been in. the 
Hill, and the Field to have been at the 
foot of the Hull, before, the Mouth of 
the Cave ; now by an eaſe change of -let- 
ters of a like ſound, - it .is.come to be cal- 
led Hebron,.. by the Poſterity. of Abraham, 
becauſe their Father Abraham bought it of 
Ephron ,;. or. which. comes to. the ſame 
thing, Ahraham's. Poſterity called: it Ze- 
bron from (;Habar,) becauſe Abraham and 
his Poſterity dichas it were enter into ciyil 
of ; * Society 


| E123.) - 
Society with the Zrrires, when he bought 
of Ephron that part of the Hill, with the 
Field and Trees at the Foot of it, for him-: 
ſelf and his Poſterity. - It was almoſt na- 
tural for Abraham's Poſterity to call it 
Hebron on theſe accounts, that ſo the ve- 
ry natne of it might be a laſting memoti- 
al of their right to it ; but the Anakims 
who afterwards took poſſeſſic on of it with- 
out right, when the /ſraclites were in /E- 
Opt, did not like that it ſhould be called at. 
all by that name of Febron, and there- 
fore called it XKrjarh-arba only, from Ar- 
ba the Father of 'Anak, (C Folb. 15. 13.) 

If any ſhould now fay, that this only 
ſhews how the Hill with the Cave and 
Field which Abraham bought for a Bury- 
ing-place, came to be called Hebron ; but 
this 15 nothing to the City ,.. which was 
diſtin& from the, Hill, Cave and Field. IL 
Anſwer, Firſt, The City 1 it ſelf was Built 
on the ſide of the, Hill. Secondly, - It is 
probable, that in, proceſs. of time, the Ct- 
ty was ſo far enlarg ed as tO take iN Abro 
ham Field, with the Cave and that part 
of the Hill ; in Which the Cave was ;. and 
this "might PiVe \occaſion to the J/rae- 
 lites tocall the City. it ſelf by the name of 
Febre on, From all which it appears proba= 


ble, 
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ble, that it was called Hebron by the I{ra- 
elites, at the ſame time that it was called 
Kirjath-arba by the Canaanites; and that 
it was called by that name among the 
People of God inthe time of Mofes : but 
after the Canaanites were driveg out, and 
Caleb was poſleſſed of it, it loſt the name 
Kirjath-arba, and retained only the name 
Hebron. But againſt this it 1s, Objefted 


"© In ) 
have had Four Sons; we muſt acknow- 
ledg then, that one of the Poſterity of 
Caleb was called Hebron. ; 

But then Secondly, I Anſwer, that it is 
not clear, that this Caleb the Father of 
Hebron, was the fame Man with the Ca- 
leb that firſt took Kirjath-arba from the 
Anakims; for Caleb that firſt took Xir- 
jath-arba from the Anakims, was the Son 
of Jephunneh, Joſh.14.6. & 1 Chron. 4. 15. 

But it is expreſſy written of 
Caleb, ſaid to be the Father of Ze- 
bron, that he was the Son of Zezroy, 
T Chron. 2. 9, 18, 19, 42. but Hezrox 
went- into Agypt with Jacob, Gen. 46.12. 
therefore his Son Caleb muſt have lived 
long before Moſes, and could not be, the 
fame with Caleb the Son of Jephunneh, 
who was but Forty Years Old when Mc 
ſes ſent lum to eſpy out the Land of Ca- 
nuan, Joſh. 14. 7. 

Yet Thirdly, Granting that Caleb the 
Son of Jephunneh, and Caleb the Son of 
Hezron, were one and the fame Man, and 
that>he is called the Son of Zezro» only * 
in a large ſenſe, becauſe he was of the Po- 
ſteriry of Hezron ; as Mafus, Pag. 243. 
thinks that' FHezrou was but his Grandfa- 
ther, or Great Grandfather, &'c. ÞT , 
; £1uS 


conch. 


this being granted, it will not follow that 
Kirjatiarba was firſt called Hebrong trom 
. Hfebroa the Son of Caleb: onthe contra- 
ry, Hebron the Son of Caleb raight take 
his name from the City Zebron, the Inhe- 
ritance of ' his Father: ; the like ſeems to 
have happened unto Gz/ead the Son of Mi- 
chir, 1 Chron. 2. 21. he ſeems to have re- 
ccived his name from Mount Gzlead, the 
place of his Fathers Inheritance, Det..3. 
15. for certain it is, that he did not firſt 
give it its name, becauſe Jacob had done 
taat long before, as appears from Gez. 31. 
47, 48, 54- 

Mafias has one ObjeQion which I muſt 
Anſwer, Xrjath-arba ( fays he ) 15an old 
rame of that City, therefore Hebroy 1 15a 
new name. 

I Anſwer, This is "but a alk; conje- 
Eture, for it might have two old names, 
one amongſt the Canaanites, and the other 
amonglt the 7raelires; as it ſeems: Bethe! 
* had, of which Bethel 1t 1s ſaid, Jude. 1. 
2.3. the nate of it before was Luz ; and 
yet it is probable, that the 1ſraelzres culled. 
that City by the name of Bethel, Jong te-. 
fore the Houie of Joſeph took it. frem the 
Canaanites. Some part of the Co ntrey 


very near it was moſt certainly, called Re- 
thel 


j 
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- rel from Jacob's time, and it is not un- 
likely, that the City it felf from that 
_ [time forwards began to be called, ſome- 
. times Bethel by Jacob's Poſterity ; 'even 
'Tacob himſelf ſeems to make Lyz to be all 
one-with Bethel, becauſe Bethel ſtrictly fo 
called was near Luz: Ger. 48. 3. fays Ja- 
ccb, God Almighty appeared to meat Luz 
in the Land of Canaan, and Bleſſed me ; 
but in Chap. 35. Verl. 1, 3. the ſame Ci- 
ty is called Bethel, and was fo called at 
that time,both by God ſpeaking unto Faceb 
and by Facob ſpeaking unto hisFamily ; fays 
God unto him, ariſe, go up to Bethel and 
dwell there : and' ſays he to Ins Fanuly, 
-let us ariſe and go up to Bethel ; which 
they did, and ſo came to Luz, that is, Be- 
thel, Verſ. 6. : 

- And Facob there in Zaz Built an Altar, 
and called'the place of the Altar | E/-Be- 
 thel, Perſc 7] 

From all which it ſeems very evident, 
that the fame City was in Facob's time cal- 
led by two names, Bethel and Luz ; its 
publick name by which the Canaanites 
called it, and by which it was generally 
known to the World, - was Lyz; but its 
private name by which God and his Pep- 
ple called ir, was Bethel; thehke = 
Th | jad, 


fad) ; 
faid, without a0y abſurdity at all, af Kare 
tath-orba, and Hebron. _ 

Secondly, For the name Dae, as to what 
he Objets, that it was not in Beoing in , 
the tune of Moſes, and yet it is found ir © 
the Pextateuch, Gen. 14. 14 & Der. 
34a Fe 
q I Anſwer, Firſt, It is freely confeſſed, 
that the City Leſhem or Laiſh, was not 
called by the name of Dar 1n the time of 
Hafes, It was a long time after Moſes be- 
fore the Danztes took Laiſb, and changed 
its .name from Laiſh to Dan, after the 
name of Da» their Father, 2s appegrs 
from Joſh. 19. 47. & Jud. 18. 29. But 
that therefore there was no other place 
called by the name of Day in the time of 
Meſes, 1 deny the conſequence ; the Brook 
or Valley of Effcol, was firſt called E/b- 
col in the time of Moſes, becauſe of the 
Cluſter of Grapes which the Children of 
Hrael cat down from thence, when the 
Spies ſearched out the Land, Numb. 13. 

2.4. LEE 

And yet in -Abrahawys time, Mamre 

the Amorite had a Brother whoſe name 

was E/bcol, Gen. 14. 13- juſt fo, though 
. Laiſh was. not called Dar Hill after Mojes, 
yer forme other place might. þe called Dar 

" 
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7 Jnac CES: 
in the time both of 44raham and Moſes 
Ferome, Swidas and Philoſtorgius, were of 
opinion, that a Spring-head of Fordarn 

| was called Dax, and the Hebrew Doftors 
" | * think that the River Jordan was fo called, 
becauſe it ſprings out of Dan ; and if we 
may believe the Learned: Zofmay, in his 
Lexicon :untverſale, Pag.. 526. there was 
another Dax yet diſtin from Laiſh-Dan ; 
and it was an Hill in the Tribe of Ephra- 
im, on: the Rode from Samaria to Sichem 
if there were then ſeveral Days, it may 
probably: be ſuppoſed, that even in- A&ra- 
ham's tine, : there might be ſome place cal- 
led by the name of Day, if not the Hill 
Day, on the Rode from Samaria to S7- 
chem, at leaſt the Fountain Das ſpringing 
out of Mount Libanus. F: 
I Anſwer, Secondly, #fofes in the Spi- 
rit of Prophecy might call _Zaiſh Dan by 
an Hiſtorical Prolepſis, as foreſeeing that 
it would loſe the name of Zaiſh, and be 
| called and known only by the name. of 
Dar,in after Ages. He might be moved to 
do this,, that his writings might then be 
the- better -- underſtood by the People, 
when the name of Laiſh ſhould be for- 
gotten by the Vulgar, and that City ſhould . 
only be known by the name of Day, "A 
| K I An- 


"PS, rye 

T Anſwer, - Third: Suppoſe we ſhould 
grant with the Learned Maſftus, ir hat ſom 
Prophet after Moſes «did fſabſtitute the 
word Dan in the place of:Laifſh, (1and the 
ſame.may be ſaid of Hebron for to help 
the People the better-'to;underſtand ' and 
remember thoſe paſſhges :ofi-Holy- Scrip- 
ture: where. ,it - 6cours It will not: follow 
from:.hence, that-Moſes cannotibe'the Au- 
thor of. the Pentatetch ;- as' we' fay one 
Swallow doth .not make! the:$ Spring, ſo 
one. or two little alterations of. .a word, 
and that by theme Holy Spirit of Truth | 
by. which: Moſes wrate-;- doth:not hindet 
Meſes trom. being; juſtly 'accounted the Ay- 
thor of the Pentateach z the changing of a 
word,or two by! God's Spirit: for-the'be- 
nefit of God's People in after: Ages; is:no 
ſufficient reaſon to.change the-name of the 
Book; and to.denominate--it anew: from 
the : perſon by . whom. it. pleaſed Gol to 
ks ſuch. a change. - Bur though T write 

thus, yer. ſhall not eaſily. grantthat-W+ 
fatts,.ithere, has been, ſuch an alteration | 
made in.the names before mentioned un- 
tal itbe firſt : clearly: -and: certainly proves; 
which no. Man ;that-: I: know har» yet? 
dones '[am-ſare.P. Simdy hath Rot done” 
it... 13: Vitau#9 14 Liz 47524 31 
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© \Lhjrdly, He: Objects;, Gem. J 6s : JL: Tt! 19 
probable, -( fays F. «:Simin;*) that Mefes 
could nht haye writ theſe words; | *-And 
« theſe arg theiKings that Reigned in the 
© Land of - Edowy.: before-:there Reigned 

&.any: King over.the Children of Jael, } 
this manner of ſpeakirig ſuppoſes the Eſta- 
 bliſhment of Kings amongſt the F/ebrews. 
;* Anſmer;>(a:) This manner of ſpedk- 
ing only: ſuppoſes that Kingly Govern- 
ment was to .be Eſtabliſhed amongſt i the 
Ghildretr'of-:Z7ael ; . according to the ex? 
preſs promiſe of God. urito Facob at BetheP; 
Geni'35. IT,'12, and this Moſes knew ve-! 
xy: well by the:Spirit of Prophecy, as ap-' 
pears from Deut..17. 14, I5,:18, 9, 20.) - 
and therefore he might well ſuppoſe it as' 
2.thing that ſhauld certainly come topaſs:' 
but 16. not being:yet come to pls, i Moſes' 
here declares that E/au wasrbefore hand” 
with Facob as to this matter, | for whilſt” 
Jacab$:Poſterity was im Servitude,; ' under 
2. Rod of Tron:in:gypr; . Eſau his Poſte-! 
rity: flouriſhed, ; under a: Kingly Governst 
ment-10 the Land of. Edo.” (no. 


mors;: ibat thatithe Perſons thete-menti=' 

ated,” tid/Regn Kings..in ::che- T:and?. of) 

Edovh, before: the rime of:i71o/2s, that the: 
. $8 5 K > Childrar 


CS 
Children of Jae! were fir formed':into 
an Holy Kingdom and Candy 
according to Exod. 9.546.) and Moſes 
was ſet over them astheir Head and King 
under God ; according to Dear. 33. 5. 
where it is ſaid, that Moſes was ww þ 1n 
Jeſhurun. Thus it is evident, - that there 
is no weight at all in this Obje&tion. SE 
Fourthly, He Objects out of ' R. Moſes 
Cotfi, Exod. 12. 40. where ' Moſes ſays, 
< That the Sojourning of the Children of 
* Nrael in FFgypt was Four Hundred 
« Years, and yet it is certain, that XFohath 
< Son of Levi, who was one of them 
< that went into /Zgypt, lived but One 
. < Hudred Thirty Three Years, that Am- 
< ram lived only One Hundred Thirty Se: 
« ven Years, and that Moſes 'was' bur* 
< Eighty Years Old when God ſpake to 
<« him, which make in all but Three Hun- 
« « dred and Fifty. 
Anſwer, This Objetion contains a 
great Falſhood, in affirm ming, that Moſes 
fays the Sojourning of the Children of 


acl ; in Pt Was Vie Hundred Years ; 
there is no. bh faying in the Text of Mo 
ſes; the Text fays not, that the Children 
of Iſrael Sojourned Four Hundred Years | 


in /Exypr, bur that the Children of _ 
who 


(133) 
who Sojourned-or dwelt in Agyp:,” their 
Sojourning was Four Hundred and Thir- 
ty Years; here it 1s not ſaid how many 
of, the Four. Hundred and Thirty Years 
were paſt in Zgypr. 

.. Indeed ( there being ſome ambiguity 
in the Hebrew words of the Text, ) if-it 
were not well known that they Sojourned 
in other places, both in their ' own Pere 
ſons, nd in their Progenitors, Abraham, 
Haac, and Jacob, (as Levi in Abra- 
ham paid Tithes to Melchizedec, Heb. 7. 
9. ) 1t might. be thought perhaps, that 
they Sojourned the whole Four Hundred 
and Thirty Years in AZgypt ; but itis a 
thing notorious to all, that rhey Sojourn- 
ed in the Land of Canaay, and elſewhere, 
before they. went into Fape : and there- 
fore-it is very unreaſonable to think, that 
the whole Four Hundred and Thirty Years 
Sojourning were paſt in A#gypr z what 
Pere Simon intended by this Obje&tion, I 
do not well underſtand ; for if this were 
a good Argument, to prove that Moſes 
could not be the Author of the Penta- 
teuch, it would equally prove, that no 
Prophet could becks Author of it, (which 


believe what he writes, ) for as Moſes 


g is contrary to his own Judgment, if 
K 3 could 


(2134). | 
could not, ſo no other Prophet {could be 
the! Author of any Falſh6od.”. 1 thall-fay 
no more- to. this QbjeCtion;i.becaiſe the 
Reverend and Learned Deain of Paut#: has 
Anſwered it at large, in his excellent Lets 
ter to a Deift, unto which [ refer” the, 
Reader. —_ 

_ Fifthly, He Obj ets, Gen. 461 27. whe 
it is faid, © That Kft the Souls of the Houſe: 
« of Jacob who went into Foypr, were 
< .Seventy, and nevertheleſs in counting 
<.tle' pumber there related ,' they are: 
* foundxo' be but Sixty ] Nine... 3: 

; Anſwer, . This difficulty (if ir deſerv 
har name”): has been .cleafed 'already,;” 
where it was ſhewed,:: - that Jiceþ hinſeſP 
did make the Seventieth;- Lg. © 247 3 WY. 

'Letany Man counti'them}/ and ſetting 
aſide Jacobs Sons: Wives, and'F rand-O#in' 
who died in the Land of Candin, he wHl 
find that the Sum Total, taking i in Jacob: 
as head of his own' Houſe, 1s Jon Se: 
yenty. . | 2 
Sixthly, He-: Objetts, Nun. 39. 
*® Where are ; reckoned 'Tw ivriey? Two 
#* Thouſand, but if we join-all the num- 
# bers rogether, there remain Three Hun-" 
g * grcd above the a _ 
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and were'to fo Devoted nts ihe we 
in exchange for the Firſt-born of the other 
Tribes, were Twenty Two Thouſand, 
and no more, TI grant it, as being the ger 
nuine fenſe of the words of Moſes...All deg: 
Males of the Eee that were num] <7 
and were partly already Holy an 
voted, | and, partly to be Devoted a DY 
Fon”! Yell Twenty Two Thouſand, and 
no more, I deny it as. not being. the ger 
nuine .ſenſe of the words of. Moſes. I 
ground my. diſtintion upon this ; Tha 
all the' Males of the. TUES, of. 
6. rt Ges: were numbered fi rom a ob 
ld and upwards ; 5 NOW. Kmonge; 
all, of. En ity there muſt . be F SF 23 
numbet chat ere Firlt-born. Males, 
all fuch Firſt-born Levites.. as had, beep 
Born from the time of 4U[Fael!s comip! gut 
* Egypt, unto the tho that 'reckon- 
were - .Uready andtified UNO , the 
Lord in 2 peep manner, , and were -his 
own, De yored nato him” as appears-from 


Fred. I, BEM I3 : A] Fo the 13h Verſe 
of "thi | I Th Ts hapter.of, ber F. 
Theſe" Fir mL rft Tee then*could not 
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be ſubſtituted .in the. ſtead. of the Firſt- 
born of the other” Tribes, and fo become 
Holy and Devoted, unto the Lord in a pe- 
culiar manner ;, for” as Firſt-born they 
were already the Lords, they were Holy 
.and Devoted unto God ; they therefore 
muſt have been excepted and left out of 
the number of Levites that were to be 
exchanged for the Firſt-born of the ather 
Tribes, and fo to be appropriated unto 
God and his Service in a peculiar manner : 
But' we plainly ſee that Three Hundred 
Levites are left out, therefore - it was on 
this account that they were the Lords al- 
ready, as they were Firſt-born. The reſt 
that were not thus the Lords already, 
were fit matter to be Santtified, and De- 
voted to God and his Service, inſtead of 
the Firſt-born of the other Tribes, and 
the 'nnmber of | them all were Twenty 
Two Thouſand,” and no more.” "There 
are Two things. very obſervable in this 
Chapter, (1.) That it is expreſsly faid of 
theſe Twenty Two Thouſand Levites,that 
they ſhall be the Lords. inſtead of the 
Firfi-born'amongft the Children' of Ira, 
Verfſ.:45. theretore' ſurely the Firſt-bora 
"the Levites cannot be included in that 
- mber of Twenty Two Thouſand, hos 
OL OOTULITIY * they 
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they were the Lords already, as well as 
the Firſt-born of the other Tribes, - and 
ſo could nor be given untothe Lord in ex- 
change for - them. (2.) It is obſervable, 
that this number of Twenty Two Thou- 
and Levitesis compared with the number 
of the Firſt-born of the other Tribes, and 
the number of the Firſt-born of the 0- 
ther Tribes being. found to contain Two 
H Yngesd Seventy 'Three, 'more than the 
number of the Levztes that. were to .be 
exchanged for them, it is exprelsly or- 
dered by God, that this. Two Hundred 
Tame ac Three of the Firſt-born of the 
other Tribes, ſhould be redeemed with 
. Money at Five Shekles apiece by the Poll, 
Verſ, 46, 47+ ©: 

Which is a demonſtration, "that the 
Three Hundred. Zevites left out of the 
number of Levites which were to be ex- 
changed for the. Firſt-born of the other 
a rnag were ſely left. out. in, the 

fting up of Ray's um Total, as not be- 

Fe. fit:matter to begiven untathe Lord in 
exchange, becauſe they were the. Lords 
y, , as hey: were Firſt-born;- if it 

had not; been really-rhys, they would not 
have been purpo ally left out, but would 

| have been £28 included i in the Sum 
: Total, 


(138 pl 
Total; a3 _thiey"" Were ih the j particu ar 
Stims 3 ; that (0: there might haye been 
enoW ( and more than' gs of Levites | 
to be given in exchange for the Firſt-hor 
of the other Tribes, and that there mide | 
be no need of giving: Five Shekels a ,Piece | 
for the redeeming of” ay of them-”"** , 
"But now any ask;” why then, "'wete | 
theſe Three "Hundred: Firlt-bo evites | 
 riumberedatall, why were they Tei into | 
the patticularSums of 'the Males of the | 
feveral Families, as ap pears from Perf. 22, | ' 
23, 34- and yet lol our. of the. getieral 
Sum of 'the Males t the whole Tribe, | 
as appears Yerſ. 39 pal 
Anſwer, They AY ttiimbered; be a | 
God would have it a known truth. op 
Record,' that there Were at that Head tf | 
many Males of the Whole Tribe of Ii%, wv; 
and nd' mire; they * were" pitt ,intor {x 
particular Surns,” becauſe the © particular far 
Sums © were . to contain” all he Males of 
the mem Families] whether” they. Were 
Firſt-borh' by not: "hae they were left out 
of the® on Sum, * Heeuſe i= WAS t 0 


| ballance "59m of the Firſt; 
born” of © che! er Tribes, "hhd No 
Firft-born' Leader Wete- Sek be taken] tht 
it" - 44 £f 1445660 200 YDI6GH55 (293 $9 
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- | Seeondly, 1 Anſwer, That,it becon 

dt us to call God to an account, and to 

ask why he doth ſuch a thing, when 'we 
krtow' certainly that he, hath: done ir ; he 

 giverh not account of any. of his matters, 
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700 33-13 (Gu. fog 
- Even an Heathen King, when his Un« 
derftanding returned unro. him, had fo 
muth' Reaſon and Religion as to confeſs 
unto God's praiſe, Thar he doth according, 
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ro hu Will, Gic---- apd none can ſay unto: 
bin, | what doeſt, thou ? Dan. 4+'JS- 14 
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Tt is pretended that, Myſes,could not 
wrige this Verſe, _ becauſe. he died before. 
Manna, Which was not before they came 


70 


to Gilgal in the Plains, of Fericho beyand 
Fordar, as appears from Foſh.' 5. 10, 11, 


write this Verſe ; any ſtrength that this 
Argument may ſeemn to'have, depends 
upon a falſe ſuppoſition, that Moſes was, 
no Prophet, ' and knew no more than. 
other ordinary Men, or that hedid nat. 


write by the Spirit of Prophecy; for. if 
Moſes was a 'great Prophet ({ as certalnly: 


n 


he was, Numb. 12.6, 7, 8. & Dent. 


. a ny? : i {hw 71 | 34+ 
x0:.) and if he knew more than WA 


ordinary Men; (as certainly he did, Dey. 


32. from Yerſ. 1, to 8, "arid from Yerſ.. 
27, incluſively unto Yerſ. 8. then, he | 


might eaſily: know by the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, how long the Children of 7rae/ 
ſhonld eat Manna, ' and when and where 


the Manna ſhould ceaſe ; 'and it is moſt 


certain, that long þefore his death the 
Lord God revealed ynto him, That the 
Children of Jae! ſhould wander, or feed 
( as it is rendered on the Margine of our 
Bible ) in the Wilderneſs” Forty Years ; 
as is. evident from Numb. 14. 26, 33: 
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Anſwer, Ideny the conſequence of this; 
Argument, that becauſe” the Children of 
| Tfrael continued to eat Marina after the. | 
death of Moſes, therefore Moſes could not- 
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34; 35; ind} he knew well enough with- 
out- having it - immediately -revealed to 
- | hirm, that they had nothing elſe but Man- 
: | nato-live upon 'in the Wilderneſs ; yer 
" | God might tell him that they ſhould nor 


' | be ſtarved, but the Manna ſhould be con, 


| xinued to them» and their Children, till 
their Children were entered within the 
Borders of the Land of Canaan, and' ſuf. 
ficiently provided for in'an ordinary way 
without Manna. - Now Moſes beheving- 
this, and knowing infallibly that it would 
be fo asthe Lord had ſpoken; he might 
write of it before his death, in the ſame 
' | manner as he would have done in caſe he 
had lived to feeiit all fulfilled ; he might 
write of it in the Preterit Tenſe, becauſe 
' | thewhole Forty Years were almoſt expi- 
| red before his death, and they had alrea- 
dy eaten Manna for many Years ; and as 
for the ſhort time that remained in which 
they were to have the Manna continued 
tothem; he was ſo ſure of it, that the 
Manna ſhould be continued to them, and 
that they ſhould eat of it till they paſſed, 
over Jordan, and entered into Canaan; 
that he needed not to alter the Tenſe, bur 
might very well expreſs it -altogether in 
oneand the fame Preterit Tenſe, for = 
| uſe 
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uſe, of that, and. ſucceeding Gererg ations; 
to whoin ie yeoulf certainty be a thing 
palt. | , 3 ALS 

, After all the vairi attempts made hither 
ro by. P. Simon, -to prove that; Miſes cquld 
. not be tha, Author of. the :Pentarench,, at 
Eſt out come the Arguments that! Spineſe 
had formerly borrowed. ( as he ays:) 
from Aber Ezra, to prove his poſition; 


that Moſes could .not be the ___ of _ 


Books attributed to him... © 
Eighthly; Then ?.. Simon, Objects! 
Deut. I. r. And to put ſome colour upon; 


the buſineſs. arid to make the Obje&tion | 


ſzem to have ſome weight. in. it, :he. thus: 
renders the Firſt Verſe of Dea. '] © Theſei 


< be the words which Moſes ſpake untoall- 


& Tſrael beyond Jordan in the Wilderneſs,7 

and then he Argues. that the Book-of Dex 
zeronomy could not -be written'by Moſes, 
becauſe ,he never went over: Jordan. | but; 
lived and died on'this ſidg Fordan in the: 
Wilderneſs ; he that wrote thus muſk have; 
been in the: Land of Canaan, which theres 
fore could,not be Moſes but ſome Bady af-+ 
Fer his death, "that wrote thus: of hint, 
that he ſpoke. ſuch Woresr unto, all-7rasl: 
bryan __ Ji v.43 IT, oy jt, if] 
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Anhyer , It fems firange 20 me. 
hit P:" $7508, who 'i$ fiich a Leato- 
ied 'Febrician ', was not athamed 'of 
this'3 Argument, whereof the whole 
ſtrength lies on ' the ſglification of the 
Hebrew: word ( Beeber ; ] indeed if 


Beeter "ſignifie ' only ( Trans, ) beyond, 


then the Argument is good,” but if ( Bee- 
ver Y ſignificallo [ ( Cs, ) on this fide, ] 
as-it is rendered in our Eng/:fþ Bibles;then 
the Argument is ſtark nought ; we muſt 
therefore-for dearing of this matter, in- 
quire what ( Beeber ) ſignifies ;* - 

%And Firft, I grant that ('Beeber ) doth 
fome*-fimes ſignifie ( trans, beyond, ) I 
grant alſo that the VulgarTatine, the Se- 
venty , and''that Edition. "of: Munſters 
Franſlation which T have, trefider it | be- 
yord-;-}* butthit is*no proof that ( Bee 
ber) ſignifies! always '( beyond, ) and 
that jt ſhould be fo rendered in this place ; 
for P: Sim himfelf finds fault with all 
theſe - Fhree Tranſlations, and acknow- 
tedpes 'that: they may 'be mended in feve- 
ral places : why thenmay not this be one 


of rhe'places that;ought, to be mended in 


theſe Tranflationgf oo 

-{For-Secondly,"'TEis n6t t6 be granted, 

becauſeit'is falfe, tha CBeeber ) always 
mn Ts 7 m—_—_—_—_ 
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ſgnifies ( beyond.) I demonſtrate as 
clearly-as any thing of this nature can be 
demonſtrated, that ( Beeber ) fgnifies 
alſo | Cz, ) on this ſide, ] and that in 
ſome places it muſt do ſo, and cannot do 
otherwiſe ; as for inſtance, in Joſh. x. 14, 
I5. Where the fame words ( Beeber, Hate 
jarden, ) -are twice repeated, and of ne- 
ceſſity muſt be Tranſlated ( on this ſide 


- . Jordan ) and cannot be otherwiſe Tranſ 


lated.” | For whoſoever he was that wrote 
the Book of' 7o/bua, and when or where- 
ſoever it waswritten, yet {till this is true, 


' That before any of the /ſraelites had, paſ- 


ſed over Jordan, here Joſhua is brought 
in, making a Speech to the Rewbenttes, 
Gadites, and half Tribe of Manaſſeh, in 
which Speech he tells them, That Moſes 
had given them their poſſeſſion (: Beeber, 
Haijarden,) on this fide Fordan ; here 
( Beeber ) muſt of neceſſity be rendered 
( on this ſide, ) and fo Mafas renders it ; 
or it would have been notoriouſly falſe 
for Joſhua in that place, and at that time, 
to have faid, that Moſes had given them 
their Tnheritance beyond Jordan ; it being 
vident to common ſenſe. that their In- 
Yitance lay on that fide Fordan, on which 
Fug was then ſpeaking to them. 


And 


Ps 


1.e. Eber with the fame prefixes twice re- 
eated in one Verſe, fignifles' both ( on 
the one ſide, ) and (on the other ſide.) 
In fine, Moſes ſpeaking of himſelf in 
the firſt Perſon, uſes the ſame expreſſion 
( Beeber Haijarden,') which muſt be ren- 
dered ( on this: fide Fordan,”) Deut. 3. 8. 
otherwiſe it will be: talſe ; ' for Moſes was 
in the Wilderneſs when he uttered theſe 
words, and he ſpoke them of the King- 
doms of Og and Sihoy, which in reſpe& of 
Moſes, did then certainly lie on this ſide 


Jordan, and not beyond Jordan ; - by all 


this it appears, that P. S:mon's Argument 
1s grounded on a falſe bottom, that ('Bee- 
ber) always ſignifies E beyond ) which IS ; 
notoriouſly untrue. In our own Erng/ifh 


Tranſlation it ishere rightly rendered (on ' 


this ſide Jordan.) 

" Ninthly, He Objects the laſt Chapter ' 
of Deuteronomy, as that which could not 
be written by Moſes, . becauſe it-gives an 
account of his 'Death and Burial, and of 
ſomethings that were done after his 
Dexth/; and to thoſe'that ſay Moſes wrote 
thar' Chapter by; the Spirit of Prophecy, 
P. Simon Anſwers, that we ought not to 
believe them. -- . 

135 0 L Anſwer, 


CR) - 
 Andin 1 Sam. 14. 4-( Mehaeber Mizze) 


(146) = 

Anſwer; Firſt, No Man who believes 
that Moſes Was a Prophet, and the greateſt 
Prophet that was betore Chriſt, can disbe- 
lieve the poſſibility of Meſes his writing 
that Chapter ; and if it be faid that it is not 
probable he ſhould do i tt; I Anſwer, Un- 
doubtedly Moſes did as improbable things 
as that : he foretold things at a greater 
diſtance of time, than was his 6wn 
Death and Burial, and the fjraelites 
Mourning for him Thirty Days in the 
Plains of Moab. 

But Secondly, I do not affirm that Me» 
ſes wrotethat Chapter, at leaſt the Eight 
faſt Verſes of it : | but ſuppoſe he did not 
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write it, yet I deny that. it follows from . 
thence that he was not the Author of the. 
Pentateuch ; for it may very, .vvell be faid 


that that Chapter 3 is really;no part of - the 


Pentateuch,; or Five books of Moſes, but an 


Appendix toiit, vvritten by ſome ether 


hand, as by Tof hua, or ſome other Holy 


Man of God —_ the Death of Moſes. 


Tenthly, He Objects, Deut. 31.22, 


2.4. as if theſe Verſes, and other parts of 
Deuteronomy, could not be vvritten by: Mos . 
{es, becauſe Moſesis there ſpoken of: in the! 
"Third Perion. bo | 


A - _ 
x 1 
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Anfvver, 


(147 ) 
| Anſvver, What a pitiful Argument is 
this 1s it not uſual even with Prophane 
Authors to ſpeak of themſelves in the 
Third Perſon? and doth not P. Simon 


himſelf acknowledg this in Pag. 20. of 


his Book , [_ © Cfar (. fays he ) ſpeaks 
« of himſelf in the Third Perion, in his 


« Commentaries ; Joſephus does the ſame 
<« thing in his Hiſtory of the Wars of the | 


« Jews againſt the Romays: and moreover 
<« he writes his own Elogy, ] with what 
Conſcience then did P. $7w0n produce this 
paſhge, to prove that Moſes could not be 
the Author of the Pextateuch : ſurely any 
unprejndiced Man would think that this 
paſſage might be more pertinently alledg= 
ed, to prove that Moſes was the Author, 
at leaſt of the Book of Denteronomy. 
Eleventhly, He ObjeQs Ge. 12:6. up- 
on which he ſays, | © If Moſes was the 
« Author of the Pentateuch, after the 
© manner as it 1s at preſent, would he 
< have uſed this way of ſpeaking, ( The 
& Canaadnite was then in the Land, ) it 
© is known-that the Caranrites continued 
« the poſſeſhon of this Countrey: here 
* fpoken of, all the time of Moſes, fo that 


« this could not be w rit, but after they - 


« had bcen driven our. ] 
E- 3 Anſwer, 


| (143 ) 
Anſwer, And why might not-Meſes uſt 
that way of ſpeaking, ( the Canaanite was 
then in the Land, ) 1s there any falſhood 
m it? 1s1t mot a certain truth, That the 
Canaanites were poſſeſſors of the Land of 
Canaan, when Abraham came firſt to So- 
journ in it? But: ſays P. Simon, Tt 1s 
known that the Canaanites continued the 
poſteflion of that Land, all the time. of 
MHſes. True ; it is fo, underſtanding it of 
the Land beyond Jordan ; but what then.? 
why then fays P. Simon, This: could not 
be writ but aſter they had been driven 
out. I deny that conſequence, for I know. 
that all the Criticks, in the World: cannot 
prove it. This paſſage under conſidera- - 
tion might very. well be written by Moſes, 
though it was well known that the Cara- : 
anites continued - poſſeſſors of | the, Land 
of Canaan beyond Fordan, all the, time of 
Moſes. Moſes did not write this paſſageto-- 
tell the People that the Canaanites were - 
 poſlefſors of Canaan beyond Fordan, all his 
time, which none of them could be Igno- - 
rant of ; but he wrote- it to.make the 
common Tgnorant People know, that the 
Canaauites had | been poſſeflors ,of that 
TI and even in the time of Abraham, and ' 
that their Father Abraham was but a 
| ſtranger 


F m_ T9) - 

Ntranger -in it, end had not at his firſt 
coming ſo much as a foot of Ground wn 
it that he could call his own, ( As 7. 
5.) and that it was | of thoſe Canaanites 
that he afterwards bought the Burying- 
piace at Hebron, or Kirjatharba, Now 
this was a truth, though moſt certain, yet 
not fo evident, but that many of the 
common People might poſſibly be Tgno- 
rant of it; and theretore Moſes writing 
this Hiſtory for the benefit of the com- 
mon People, he might put in this paſſage 
once and again, that they might take ſpe- 
cial notice of it, and thereby know with 
what People it was that 4braham lived 
aſter he had left his own Countrey, and 
Fathers Houſe, even with the Anceſtors 
of thoſe Canaanites whom they were: now 
to deſtroy and drive out of that Tand; 
and likewiſe that they might thereby be 
moved to . admire the Faithfulneſs and 


Goodneſs of God towards them, in that 


he was then putting them in actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of that good Land, which though 
promiſed unto 4braham and his Seed, yet 
was. never before actually poſſeſſed by him 
or them, but was now to be given them 


according to promrſe. T find 4ben Ezra. - 


Anſwering this Objetion another way; 
: 7 he 
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he ſays, It may be that the Canaanites took 
that Laud from fome other . People that 
were polleſſors of it before them. And 
R. Salomon poſitively affirms, That that 
Land fell to the ſhare and Portion of 
Shem, when Noah divided the whole 
World amongſt his Sons ; and he proves 
it by this, That Melchizedeck ( whom the 
Jews believe to be Shem.) was King of - 
Salem; but he thinks that the Canaanites 
took it violently away from Shew's Poſte- 
rity, and therefore God promiſed to 4- 
braham that he would give it to him and 
* his Sced, becauſe they were of the Poſte- 
rity of Sem, to:whom it did originally 
belong ; if this were trye and could be 
rn it might be thought that Moſes 
his worgs here,” had reference unto the 
Canaanites being then in peaceable poſlef- 
ſion of the Land of Caxaan, after they 
had driven out another People that was 
there before them. But I leave it to the 
Jews to Anſwer thus ; I adhere to the An- 
ſwer given above ; to which I add, .that 
rhe Canaaznites were actually driven out of 
the 'Two Kingdoms of Shox and Og,which 
lay on the Eaſt-ſide of Jordan, before the 
death of Moſes; and ſhortly after his 
geath they were to be likewiſe driyen _ 

of 
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(157) 

-of thoſe Kingdoms which lay on the 
Weſt-fide of Fordan ; therefore Moſes 
might very well fay, That the Canaanites 
'were then in the Land, as intimating 
thereby, that now they were partly turn- 
ed out, and partly as it were, a turning 
'Oout of the Land, and in a ſhort time it 
might be truly ſaid of them, The Canaanire 
is not now in the Land : By all which, it 
plainly enougli appears, that there is no 
weight in this Qbjection of P. Simons. 

Twelfthly, He Objects Ger. 22. 14. 
and fays, [© It is not likely that Moſes 
<« was the Author of this proverbial way 
'< of ſpeaking, ( in the Monnt of the 
& Lord it ſhall be ſeen ) ſince he who has 
&* added this to the Text, tells us that it 
* wagsan uſual Proverb in his time ; be- 
« ſides that this Mount ſeems to be one of 
« the Mounts of the Countrey of Morea, 
* and the name of Morea was not given 
< it tilla long time after. ] 

Anſwer, Firſt, What though Moſes was 
not the Author of this proverbial way of 
ſpeaking } Abraham or 1Jaac might be the 
firſt Authors of the Proverb, and it might 
be continued amongſt God's People from 
Abraham or Tſaac down to Moſes's time ; 
and Moſes writing the Hiſtory of thoſe 

| 7 L4 tume$ 


times as he was ones hay the'Sp IFit of 
God, amongſt other memorable Thing! 
he relates this matter of 'Fa&, that tifhr 
proverbial ſpeech had been perpetuated 
4n the Church of God, - and was. uſed -by 
the Godly in his time; ſoithat whoever 
was the firſt Author of the proverbial 
ſpeech, ( In the Mount of theLord it ſhall 
be ſeen, or in the Mount the Lord ſhall 
be ſeen, z. e. in due time'and place God 
will- help and provide for his faithful obe- 
dient Servants, and they ſhall ſee it : God 
will ſkew himfelf to be a preſent help un-. 
to his People that truſt him, in their greX- 
eſt ſtraits and difficulties, ) I fay whoe- 
ver was the firſt Author of this proverbial 
Speech, nothing hinders but Moſes might. 
be, and was under God, the Author of 
the Hiſtorical Relation of e387 's.(- 2 
Anſwer, . Secondly, But «how does P. 
Simon prove that. Myſes was not the Au- 
thor F; it? why'( fays P. Simon," be- 
cauſe he vvho has added this to the Text, 
tells us it vvas an uſual Proverb in his 
time. Anſvver, A rare vvay of proving 
that Mofes could not vvrite it, becauſe ano- 
$her has vvritten-it- ſince Moſes, and added 
it to his Text, * But good Father, this i 1s 
begging not ' proving. It is the thing in 
wy. ©. quell ion, 
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queſtion, whether another than Moyes 

:Vvyrote it, and added it to his Text ; and 
hovv novv do you prove that another 
vyrote it and added it to Moſes'sText ? for 
that is to be proved and not taken for 
granted. And it vvill not prove it, to ſay 
that he vvho vvrote it, tells us, that it 
vvas-an uſual Proverb in his time. For, 
ſuppoſe Moſes himſelf had both been the 
firſt Author of it, and alſo the vvrirer of 
it, in this plaee of Genefis, he might tei} us 
that it vvas an uiual Proverb in his time ; 
ne might have been theAuthor of it at the 
Red-Sea, vvhen he faid unto the People, 
(Exod.14.13.) Fear ye nor,” ſtand ſtill and 
| ſee the Salvation of the Lord, which he wit 
"ſhew you to Day;; he might then have put 
the People in mind of vvhat God had 
done of Old for their Father Abraham 
-Vyhen he vvas going to Sacrifice his Son 
on the Mount, vvhich the Lord had told 
him of; and from thence he might take 
occaſion to ſay {[ © In the Mount of the. 
&* Lord it ſhall befeen, or in' the Mount 
** the Lord ſhall be ſeen, 7z. e. your extre-. 
* mity this Day, ſhall be Gods opportuni- 
« ty, to ſhevy himſelf to beyour preſent 
* 2nd povverful Helper 'and Deliverer; 
from yvhich Day fervvard « might _— 


fy ae th LES 


» 7 *Z F224 
ORE IS «<td 
' EP > eh 5 Rm OE 
LT ns ov : 9 We, pr nn oa - 3 7 G 
Y PESOS NI Be 
. Fy {0 Set TE et PR ” y 
L Ns OE I IRR £32'xs FP OOO 1 : : 
4 x £ 1 ES It 00 4%] ee IL OE LING JE F "YE 4 
& * > rn ot IT SS IR } WET net CY LS $00 ot Hye £78 
: OR ES 25 Ft 7 ENS —_ 5 ITS, 
Fu: 24 Wa Rd SIN sf > . 
7 b 5-3 MN Wu VA Q ; 


þ 
£.the 


been remembered, and ſo haye paſſed-1n- 
to a Proverb among the People, and 
Tvventy or Thirty Years after, Moſes 
might vvrite it vvith hisovvn hand. What 
1ncongruity vvould there be in all this, 
ſuppole it had been thus, That Moſcs had 
been rhe firſt Author, and likewiſe the Hi- 
 Norical Relator of the ſame proverbial 
Speech? for my part I can diſcern none 
at all ; but this I have faid, only to ſhew 
P. Simons pitiful lame way of reaſoning ; 
for I adhere to what I have written be- 
fore, that whoever was the firſt Author of 
the Proverb, whether it was Abraham ar 
Taac, &c. yet Moſes might be, and was 
the Hiſtorical Relator of it. 

- But P. Simon Objedts further, That this 
Mount ſeems to be one of the Mounts of 
the Countrey of Merea, and the name of 
Morea was not given it till a long time af- 
ter, | | 

 TAnſwer, Granting what P. Simon ſays, 

That the Mount on which Abraham was 
to have offered his Son, may ſeem to have 
beer one of the Mounts of the Countrey . 
of Morea, and that the name of Morea ## 
was not given it till a long time after; I Þ 
deny that it can be proved from thence, || 
that Moſes was not the Aythor of the 
* = ” ouch 
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Pentatench, and of this paſſage in it; for 
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that 'Countrey firſt by the All-knowing 
God, when he commanded Abraham to 
go into it, and offer his Son upon one of 


1ts- Mountains, ( Ger. 22. 2.) and then a 


long time after, the Inhabitants of it by 


.common conſent might give it the very 


fame name of Morea, and might be 
moved ſo todo, by hearing and believing 
a credible report, That God himſelf ſpeak- 


ing with Abraham, had a long time before 


ven their Countrey the name of Mor;- 
ah ; after which time it might be com- 
monly known in thoſe parts of the 
World by the name of Morzah ; whereas 
before it might have been known under 


that name, only by 4 braham, Tfaac, and 


ſome Devout People of Abraham's Poſte- 
rity ; by this I only intend to ſhew the 
inconſequence of P. Simor's Argument ; 
he is ſtill fo unhappy in his reaſoning,that 
though the premiſſes be granted him, yet 


the concluſion will not follow. But now 


if by theſe worfls, [' zhe- name of Morea 


was not given it till a long time after, ] P. 
$1mon means, 'That that Countrey was 
not called Moriah, till a long time after 


Moſes, 1 Anſwer, That he but begs the 


Queſtion, 


5 
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uveſtion, and what he affirms withoue | 
Proof, I utterly deny, and give this-good 
Reaſon for my denyal of it ; becauſe the 
Text ſays expreſly, ( Gen. 22. 2.) That 
God commanded 4+raham to take his on- 
ly Son Tſaac, and go into the Land. of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a Burnt- 
offering, &c. From which words it ſeems 
very evident, that if that Land was not 
called by the name of Moriah before, yet 
then at leaſt it began to be called by that 
name among the Hebrews; for we ſee that 
God called it by that name, and the ſigni- 
fication of the name agreeing ſo admirably 
well with what followed thereupon ; it 
is not likely that ever it was wholly for- 
=—_— amongſt the Poſterity of Abraham. 
If any ſhould fay, that it may ſeem the 
name Moriah was given to that Land ra- 
ther after, than! before, the Lord had ma- 
nifeſted himſelf to 4brahamon the Mount. 

I Anſwer, Firſt, That can never -be 
proved ; why might not the Lord God 
= it that name: before-hand; which 

hould ſignifie what he was there to do on 

_ the behalf of Abraham? The Text fays, 

That God bid Abraham get him into the. 
Land of Moriah, and their offer, &c. 
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FY Anſwer, Secondly, Granting, that it 


was. .given to that Land after the Lord 


had manifeſted himſelf to Abraham on the 
Mount, . yet it does not follow that there- 


fore it-muſt be after Moſes alſo, and in .Sy- 


lomor's time when the 'Temple was Built - 


upon Mount Moriah, 2. Chron. 3. x. 


Certainly it might have that name long 


before Moſes, and yet not have it till after. 
Abraham had done offering the Ram in- - 


ſtead of.. his Son ; . far as Abraham immes+ 


diately after called the name of that place : 


Fehovah-jireh N the. Lord ' will provide $; 


with reſpect to the Anſwer which he had 


given his Son, Yerſ..8. My Son, God will 


Provide himſelf a. Lamb for a Burnt-Offers 


a” 


ng: , So he might, at the ſame time calf 


that, part of 'the.Countrey the Land, of 


Moriah, i or the Land. of Viſion, as the : 


Vulgar Interpreter, .and Symmachus render 
it, becauſe - there - he-. had ſeen-God in a -: 
moſt ſignal manner,..there God had givem 
him a ſenſible and moſt convincing de-. 


monſtration of his ſpecial Providence, and. 


of his peculiar diſcriminating Grace and | 


Love to him and, his Seed. | 
Thirteenthly , and Laſtly ,' P. Simon 
ObjeQts,. Deut. 3- 11. andthereupon fays, 


« {If we diligently- read what is writ | 
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concerning the Bed of 0s King of Ba- 


© han, We thall fitid that thoſe who have 


<« colleted theſe Books, have added ſome 
« words, to illuſtrate the words of the 


«Text, 'by conforming them to the pra» 


« Cice and cuſtome of their own times. ) 

__ Anſwer, I have diligently read what is 
there written 'concerning the Bed-ſtead of 

Og King of Baſhan, both in the Original, 

and in Srerul Tranflations,and yet I do not 

find by what I read there, either that any 


Body beſides Moſes collected thoſe Books,or 
that he who : colle&ted them , hath added 


ſome words to illuſtrate the words of the 


Text, by conforming themto the praQtice ' 


and cuſtome of his own time. I ſuppoſe 
P. Simon would have us believe, that the 
laft words, © Beammath Ih, } (after the 
Cubit of a Man ) have kf added to the 
Text after the time'of. Moſes : but he 
muſt firſt /prove - that there was no ſuch 


diſtinction of Cubits- known in the 


World, inthe time of ' Moſes, and fo that 


Moſes could not write theſe words, - which 


expreſs -0n6- Member ' of the' diſtinQion ; 
methinks it is very /eaſtly*concervable that 


Moſes hiroſelf might be moved to add this 


expication of his own words, if we-con= 


ſider chat there might be-diverſe forts of * 
Cubits - 


_ 
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Cubits than/in uſe, of whuch ſome might 
be longer than others, now if it had been 
only faid,that Nine Cubits was the length, 
and Four Cubits the breadth of the Giants 
Bed-ſtead, the Reader would not have 
known what Cubits he meant, and conſe- 
quently would have ſtil] remained 1gno- 
rant of the.exa&t meaſure of the Bed-ſtead, 
therefore Moſes to take away all ambigui- 
ty, adds for explication of his own words, 
that it was the Cubit of a Man, 7. e. the - 
common ordinary Cubit, which was then: 
ſo well known amongſt the /aelites that 
there remained no more ground of doubt-' 
ing'of what meaſure the Giants Bed-ſtead 
was:;; andiif any were fo incredulous as 
not- to believe Moſes relation.of the length 
and breadth of the Giant Bed-ſtead, they 
might go themſelves to Rabbath, and there 
ſee it and meaſure it by the Cubir of a 
Man. : But ; ſome may ſay, How came - 
King Og's Bed-ſtead to be at that time in 
Rabbath amongſt. the Ammonites ? I An- 
ſwer, it might'come to be there any of 
theſe Three ways, (1.) In time of War, 
the Ammonites might have plundered the 
Countrey of Og King of Baſhan,and migitt 
_ have carried his Iron Bed-ſtead with ovher . 
fpoilinto their own Couvntrey; or(2. }K:, 
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Oz being to fight 'with Moſes arid the 7/7e2 
lites at Edrei, and fearing the event of the 
Battel, as he had good reaſon, might ſend 
his own Iron -Bead-ſtead with many other 
neceſlary. things to Rabbath. to. be ſecured 
for 'him amongftthe Ammonites, whither 
he might intend to flee, in cafe he ſhould 
be vanquiſhed in the Battel at' Zdrez, and: 
be: able to make his eſcape; . or (3.) the 
Iſraelites having Conquered the whole' 
Kingdom of :Baſhan; and utterly:deftroyed- 
all the Inhabitants, King Og/and” allthis I * 
Subjects, taken all his Cities, to'the mit- 
ber of Sixty, and poſſeſſed 'themfelves of 
all:that belonged: to him, .or his People; 
if this Bed-ftead' was in the whole King- 
dom ar that time; it muſt of neceſſity” fall' 
into the handsof the Jraelires and 77ra6t* 
being at/Peace with the Ammonizes, they! 
2 might come and Frade with the 77ael3res, 
4 andefpecially atAuch'a time' they might” 
A come to! buy: part of the>Spoil} - and a-' 
mongſt other things their-curiofity-might 
prompt them 'to./ buy - the-Iron: Bed-ſtead” 
of the Giant Og/iand to carfy/it-into their? 
own Countrey; which in former times had? 
been a Land of \ Giants, as appears from” . 
Deut.2.19,60,zx./and no doubt they might'- 
have ancient Motawnents:0f thoſe Giants," 

| whom 
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whom they called Zamzummimns, . remain- 
ing amongſt them, and thoſe that wanted 
might be defirous to have by them ſome 
ſuch Monuments of Giants to ſhow, as 
well as their Neighbours ; and this might 
be done before Moſes either ſpoke or wrote 
the words of that Verſe Objetted by P: 
Simon. Thus you ſee that any of theſe 
Three ways, the Iron Bed-ſtead of Og 
might come to be in Rabbath of the Ohil- 
dren of Ammon, when Moſes wrote the 
Book of Deuteronomy. 
There are yet Two Objections againſt 
Moſes his being the Author of the Pentas 
teach, which: I remember I have read in 
Spinoſa, Is Traftatus Theologico Politicus, 
and becauſe I would omit nothing of any 
Moment , that the Adverſaries have writ- 
ten againſt the Truth which the Church 
of God believes, and I defend, I ſhall here 
{ſet them down, and Anſwer them, as L 

have done with P. Simon's. 
Fourteenthly, Then, Spnoſa Objects, 
Dext. 2. 12. where it is faid, & That the 
« Children of Eſau deſtroyed the Horims, 
* and dwelt in their ſtead, as 7rael did 
« unto the Land of his Poſſeſſion whiclx 
_ © the Lord gave unto them ; now he pre- 
* tends that this could not be written by 
"2-0 Mojesy 
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* Moſes, becauſe Iſrael did not deſtroy the 
© Canaanites, and take poſſeſſion of Ca- 

* zaan till after his Death. | 

I Anſwer, At this rate of '”arguing, a 
Man might prove, that our Lord Chrift 
- When he inſtituted the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, did not ſpeak theſe words, 
{ This is my Blood which ts ſhed for many, 
=—— This is my Body which is given, or 
broken for you, } becauſe his Blood was not 
ſhed, nortis Body broken, till the Day af- 
ter; and yetit is moſt certain that he did 
-# thoſe words when he inſtituted the 
oly Sacrament , the Night before his 
Death. But then you will ask, why did 
our Lord ſpeak fo, why did he fay, This 
is my Blood which is ſhed, this 15 my 
Body which is broken, when neither was 
the one ſhed, nor the other broken? I An- 
fiver, He did ſo, becauſe it was an ordina- 
ry way of ſpeaking amongſt the Jews, to. 
expreſs themſelves in the Preterit or Pre- 
ſent Tenſe, when they were talking or 
writing of a thing that was ſhortly and 
certainly to come to paſs ; and therefore 
-the Vulgar Interpeter attending more to 
the ſenſe, than to the bare words of our 
Lord, renders them, Fic eſt ſanguis mens 
gui pro multis eff andetur, hoc eft corpus me- 
un 


| La 2 RRC 
um qu'd pro vobis tradetur ; this is my 
Blood which ſhall be ſhed, and my Body 
which ſhall be given ; ; after the ſame man- 
ner may we underſland the words of Mo - 
ſes, \ as Iſrael did, 3.e. as Iſrael ſhall 
ads and certainly do to the Land of his 
Poſletiion ; ] beiides there was this good 
reaſon w hy Moſes ſhould uie the Preterit 
Tenſe, becauſethe thing he was writing of, 
_ Vas partly paſt already, rae! had alrea- 
dy deſtroyed the Inhabitants of Two King- 
doms, and taken actual poſieſſion of the 
Land ; and it was partly to be within a 
ſhort time, Iſrael was ſhortly to do fo by 
all the other Inhabitants of the Land of 
his poſſeſſion, which God had given him ; 
Moſes then having reaſon to write as hed: id, 
Spinoſa had no reaſon to cavil at the man» 
ner of his expreſſion. S 
_ Fifteenthly, He Objects, Deut. 3. 14, 
and from theſe words, [ © Jair called them 
« after his own name, Baſhar-baveth<jair, 
< unto this Day, inters that this muſt 
have been written long aſter Moſes. 
Anſwer, Some thinic that theſe words, 
F UNTO THIS D4!, \ have been after 
Moſes put in the Margin, and in proceſs of 
time have crept into the Text, orelte that 
zA4ras hath inſerted them into the Text. 
M 2 Bur 
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But there is no neceſſity of Anſwerin 
thus; for Firſt, Moſes wrote the Book > 
Pruteronomy ſome Months after Fair had 
taken che Countrey of Argob, and called 
it ajrer Iis own name, ( Baſhan-havoth- 
jair, ) therefore Moſes himſelf might very 
well fay, that the Countrey of Argob was 
called after the name of Fair. unto this 
Day, that is from the time of Fair his | 
taking of it, and calling it Baſhau-havoth- 
jair, unto the Day of Moſes writing that 
; part of the Book of Deuteronomy ; for 
M there was nothing but truth in his ſo ſays, 
| ing. Secondly, 'Moſes wrote the Book of 

Deateronemy not only for the preſent Ge-. 
neration, bur alſo for the Generations to ' 
come, according to that of the Pſalmi/t, 
P{al. 102.18. This fhall be written for the 
Generations to come ; and conſequently 
knew that theſe words, ( unto this Day, ) 
would be further verified in after Ages : 
Therefore he might purpoſely uſe theſe 
words, (unto this Day,) as intending there. 

f by to ſignifie unto the Zraelites 1n their 
{>veral Generations, that the Countrey of | 
Argeb was called after the name of Fair, | 
C Baſhau-bhrvoth-jair, ) from Fairs firſt 
tzk;ng of it, unto their time ; there bein 
zhen no falfity nor abſurdity in the m_ 

| : unto 
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( anto this Day, Yas here uſed, Moſes him- 
ſelf might very well be the Author of 
them: nay they are ſo ſignificant with 
reſpect to future Generations, as I have 
ſhewed, that Moſes his Wiſdom appears in 
chooſing to expreſs himſelf in fuch words 
as were aQtually true, when he firſt ſpoke 
and wrote them, and yet were to be fur- 
ther verified in all ſucceeding Generations, 
ſo long as the Hebrew-Commonwealth 
Mood; fo much for Anfwer unto Spinoſa 
his Two Objections. 

I have now gone through all that P. 
Simon hath written to prove that Moſes 
could not be the Author of the Pentateuch 
I have examined all his Arguments, and 
Anſwered every one of them ; there 15 not 
one good Argument amongſt them all, nor 
one that can prove his poſition, That Mo- 
ſes cannot be the Author of the Books attri- 
buted to him; and verily many of them 
are ( I think ) ſuch pitiful trifling things, 
that a reaſonable Man and Chriſtian 
thould be aſhamed of them. The reaſon 
why I meddle with no more of his Cr- 
tical Hiſtory, than what concerns the Pe- 
tateuch, is, Firſt, Becauſe this. was de- 
figned to accompany the precedent Dif- . 
' courſe, concerning the proofs of the Books 

—_ M3 * ot 
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of Moſes; and therefore T thought fit to 
deal with P. Simon only upon that poinr, 
wherein he ſeemed to contradict what the 
Author of the excellent Diſcourſe aff rms. 
and proves: that ſo his Objections Leing 
all Anſwered, that Diſcourſe may remain 
firm and unſhaken, and in its full ſtrength, 
and that Infidels may not pretend: that P, 
Simon has confuted it ; which is fo iar 
from being trug, that the vain ſucceilets 
attempt of ſo great a Mah ( as P. 5:15 
is accounted, \to prove that Moſes could not 
be the Author of the Pentateuch ; 1s an 
Argument that the thing 1s not practica- 
ble, it cannot be done : for if jt couid, 
P. Simon is counted as able,and to me ſeems 
to have been as willing to have done it, as 
any other Man. 

Secondly, Becauſe if the Divine Truth 
- and Authority of Moſes and his Law, and 
of Chriſt-and his Goſpel, be well ſecured, 
our Chriſtian Religion. is ſecured in its 
main ſtrength and tundamental grounds, 
againſt Atheiſts -and Infidels. - As for the 
reſt of P. $im0x's Book, I doubt not but {| 
fome Men of greater Abilities for ſuch a }| 
work, than T, will in due time thoroughly : 
_ examine it, and ſeparate the Chatt trom 
the Wheat, allowing him his due praiſe 
| where 
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| where he hath done well; and chaftiſing him 


& 5. in Spencers Edition at Cambridge, 1658. 


. ctirrences in Providence that tempt weak and 
finful Men to doubt of God's Beeing and Pro- 


things in his Nature and Providence which the 


word of the Lord, and what Wiſdom is in them ? 
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where he hath done evil; you may gneſs by- 
this, that” it will not be ſo difficult to do it, -as 
ſome. may apprehend. In the mean time, if 
his vain Cavils at ſeveral expreſſions here and 
there in the Holy Scriptures, ſhould bea tenta- 
tion unto any to think meanly of the Scriptures 
themſelves ; I defire ſiich, if they can, to read 
ſome part of Origens Philocalia, Chap. 1. Pag. 4, 


and to conſider that, as Origen ſays, Every one 
of the Works of God, do not equally, but ſome more 
and ſeme leſs, declare and ſhew forth the Glory of 
Gvd in his Beeing and Providence ; after the ſame 
manner all the parts of God's. written Word, 
do not equally, but ſome more clearly, and 
ſome more obſcurely, evidence themſelves to. 


be of God. And as there are ſome dark oc- 


vidence, juſt ſo there are fome dark and difh-. 
cult pailages in Holy Scripture, that tempt Men! 
to doubt of the Divine Verity and Authority of, : 
of the Scriptures ;. and yet as none but Fools,  ; 
(Pſal. 14. 1. ) will disbelieve- the Beeing and "2 
Providence of God, becauſe there are ſome 


cannot comprehend ; fo no Wiſe Man will dif- 
believe the Holy Scriptures, .becauſe there are 
here and there ſome patlages in them which he - 
cannot underſtand ; Lo they have rejefed the 


ſays the Prophet Jeremiah, ( Fer. 8.9. ) 


Indeed | 
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'"Tideed there can be: no true Wiftorh in their? 
Who reject the Word of the Lord ; for his Word 
believed and praCtiſed,. # aw Wiſdom and our 
Underſtanding , and makes us a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding People, ( Dent. 4. 5,6,). The Teſti- 
mony of the Lord is ſure, making Wiſe the Simple; 
CPfal. x9. 7.) If ever then we would be truly 
Wiſe, let-us againſt all Tenrations to: the. con- 
trary, eſteem highly of, and: adhere ftedfaſt- 
Iy unto the Holy Scriptures of Truth'; for it is 
they that are able to make: us wiſe tints Salvation, 
through Faith which is in Chriſt Feſus, ( 2 Tim. 3. 
x5.) AKIR I 
"i what Þ have here written do contribute 


any thing towards the helping of Chriſtian Rea- 


ders to keep up in their Souls a due efteem of, 
and reverend regard unto/the Holy Scriptures, 
and towards the ftrengthming of 'them againſt 
Tentations to unbelief, I have obtained my end; 
and deſire them to let me have-the help and be- 
nefit-of their Prayers, but let him have all the 
Praiſe; whois the Father of Lights, and the God 
of all Grace, . urto whom. be Glory in the 
Church by Chriſt Jefits, chroughont all Ages, 
World without End, damn. 
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